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Mr. Chairman, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Ukraine, the Republic 
of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

It gives us a great pleasure to see a representative of an EU Member State as President of the 
2013 BTWC meetings. Furthermore, we fully support your objective of "bringing more voices 
in". You can count on our full support and cooperation. 

The European Union attaches high priority to the further strengthening of the BTWC and its 
full implementation. The increasing threat emanating from biological agents and toxins used 
as weapons poses new challenges to international peace and security. 

Following the 7th BTWC Review Conference in December 2011, the European Union is 
engaged in the fulfillment of its goals and in contributing constructively to the new 
intersessional process. The Meeting of Experts and the Meeting of States parties last year 
were a useful start to our work in this intersessional period. We believe that this year, we 
should advance further our common understandings and effective action on the issues of our 
agenda in order to introduce continuity to our work in the current intersessional process. 

The EU actively promotes the universality, national implementation and full compliance with 
the Convention. While recognizing that there is currently no consensus on verification - which 
remains a central element of a complete and effective disarmament and non-proliferation 
regime - the EU is willing to work towards identifying options that could achieve similar 
goals. For us, national implementation is also an issue of great importance. This new 
intersessional process offers the opportunity to consider ways and means, including 
innovative approaches, to enhance national implementation through voluntary exchanges of 
information and the sharing of best practices among State parties. 

We noted that the discussion on CBMs last year was not as far reaching as it could have been. 
CBMs remain an important instrument to promote the purpose of the BTWC. We hope that 
this year, we will have more substantive discussions on some more fundamental questions on 
the purpose of CBMs, as these too have a bearing on the level and nature of annual 
participation. 

The review of developments in the field of science and technology related to the BWC is also 
an issue of great and continuing importance for the European Union. 

                                                           

* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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The European Union through its WMD Strategy, its previous Joint Actions and the new 
Council Decision of July 2012, currently under implementation, ensures continued support 
and financial contribution to increase adherence to and promotion of the implementation of 
the BTWC. A new Council decision to further support WHO activities in the areas of 
laboratory biosafety and biosecurity is in progress. The EU has also launched the CBRN 
Centres of Excellence initiative which aims at enhancing the institutional capacity of partner 
countries to mitigate CBRN risks, whether they are criminal, accidental or natural in origin. 
Thirty four projects amounting to EUR 40 million were recently launched and contracting is 
underway. We will elaborate further on these issues in our statement during the cooperation 
and assistance segment. 

The European Union welcomes the accession of Cameroon, Nauru, Guyana and Malawi 
bringing the current number of States Parties to BTWC to 170. 

Madam Chair, 

We believe that the Meetings of Experts offer the opportunity for in-depth technical 
discussions and that we should make good use of them. We would like therefore to support 
your approach to maximize efficiency and provide for one day discussions to address the 
standing agenda items, linking them also more to the side events which can ensure high 
quality expertise on important scientific issues. 

Before concluding, Madame Chair, we would like to acknowledge the valuable work 
undertaken by the Implementation Support Unit in support of the BTWC. 

Thank you. 

 


