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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

                                                 
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as 
well as potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 
The European Union is pleased about the significant efforts and the good progress made in the 
past year in our joint fight against the suffering and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines.  
 
In our previous statements this week, we have already provided you with some detailed 
information on the work that the EU has undertaken and the projects that the EU has been 
funding through its various financial instruments to assist in the full and effective 
implementation of the Convention. In total, the EU, in addition to the significant contributions 
made by its Member States, has committed more than 43 million Euros to mine action in 2012. 
We would therefore now like to focus on the challenges that the EU is encountering in the 
wake of its efforts to enhance cooperation and assistance under the Convention.  
Complementing the EU’s humanitarian mine action, the EU believes that it is only by 
integrating mine action into our development agenda that we can ensure sustainable results. 
Thus, the EU promotes the integration and streamlining of mine action into broader 
cooperation and development policies.  
 
This approach requires, in particular, an enhanced partnership with recipient countries. 
Therefore, we wish to use the opportunity this week to reach out to those  in need and to point 
out  that the EU stands ready to provide assistance to States parties in their efforts to enhance 
and implement effectively their national plans, both with a view to comply with the 
Convention and to ensure synergies under other international instruments pertinent in 
different countries. We can only provide assistance effectively if we establish inclusive 
partnerships between the EU as a donor and the affected countries.  
Specifically, to ensure adequate integration of mine action into bilateral cooperation, it is also 
necessary that countries prioritize mine action in their requests for general assistance and that 
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they make it a priority in their national indicative programmes. It is only in this way that 
direct ownership and long-term impact can be ensured.  
 
In the framework of its development assistance, the EU can support both stand-alone mine 
action programmes and mine action programmes as part of broader development projects as 
well.  This can range from mine clearance in infrastructure or agricultural programmes, to 
victim assistance in health programmes, mine risk education in education programmes, and 
rehabilitation of victims in economic programmes. 
Finally, let me stress that we need to join our efforts to develop constructive ideas and carry 
out concrete action in support of all mine affected populations and to achieve our common 
goals. For its part, the EU is ready to do so.  

 
Thank you.  
 

 


