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        29 May 2013 
 

Meetings of the Standing Committees 
of the Convention on the Prohibition of Anti-Personnel Mines 

(Geneva, 27-30 May 2013) 
Standing Committee on Victim Assistance 

EU Statement 
(29 May 2013) 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, Turkey§, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina*, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

For the European Union, victim assistance is a core component of our Mine Action Strategy 
and there is a common commitment to strengthening care, rehabilitation and socio-economic 
reintegration of victims. We wish also to highlight the strong linkage between the Ottawa 
Convention and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which provides a 
wider framework to address the needs of survivors, the realization of their human rights and 
to ensure respect for their inherent dignity. All EU Member States and the European Union 
have signed the Convention. Most EU Member States and the European Union have already 
ratified it, the remaining few being in the process of doing so. 
 
In the Cartagena Action Plan, the States Parties reiterated their commitment to integrate 
victim assistance into broader national policies, plans and legal frameworks related to 
disability, health, education, employment, development and poverty reduction, while placing 
particular emphasis on ensuring that mine victims have access to specialised services when 
needed and can access, on an equal basis, services available to the wider population. 
 
To assist fulfilling these commitments and to respond to the related challenges, the European 
Union Council Decision of 13 November 2012 is, inter alia, providing support to  the efforts 
of States Parties to the Convention, to implement the victim assistance aspects of the 
Cartagena Action Plan in such a way that they are able to coordinate and carry out  activities 
which will result in a meaningful positive difference in the lives of women, men, girls and 
boys who have fallen victims to landmines and other explosive remnants of war.  

Through the Implementation Support Unit, the EU has been funding projects aimed at 
providing national technical support to implement victim assistance obligations, carrying out 

                                                           

* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as 
well as potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
§ Candidate Country  
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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comprehensive mid-term appraisals and executing follow up actions in response to 
recommendations contained in the mid-term appraisals. 

In this context, the ISU provided initial technical support to Peru in March and supported a 
national workshop in Lima in April this year which succeeded in initiating a process by Peru 
to revise its national plan of action for persons with disabilities, including landmine survivors.  
 European Union support was crucial in helping Peru to address one of the matters identified 
by the Committee on Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2012 – that more needs to be done 
to ensure inclusion in discussions that concern persons with disabilities, including landmine 
survivors. This support then also assisted Peru in complying with the commitment it made 
through Action #23 of the Cartagena Action Plan to ensure the inclusion and full participation 
of mine victims and their representative organizations in all those matters which 
fundamentally concern them. 
This initiative benefitted greatly by the active participation and expert input from the ICBL 
and the UN Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights.  
 
Also under the EU Council Decision, the ISU is planning to provide initial technical support 
to Ethiopia with a view to carrying out a comprehensive national appraisal, later this year, of 
its efforts to implement the victim assistance aspects of the Cartagena Action Plan.  
 
Finally, the ISU has begun discussions with various stakeholders with respect to the EU's 
support for a high level conference on victim assistance in the context of disarmament, 
disability and human rights. We hope to provide more news on this matter in the coming 
months. 
 
On top of these activities, which are all funded by the mentioned EU Council Decision, and in 
addition to the individual contributions of EU Member States, the EU has also committed 
significant funds to victim assistance through its other financial instruments to many countries 
and regions of the world, including, inter alia, in 2012 Colombia, India, Niger, Somalia and 
Sri Lanka. 
 

Thank you. 


