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Mr. President, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.  
 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 
 
Effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear weapon States against the use or 
threat of use of nuclear weapons are mentioned in decision CD/1864 and in the 2010 NPT 
Action Plan as one of the issues on the Conference on Disarmament agenda for substantive 
discussion. 
 
The European Union, contributing to the global efforts to seek a safer world for all and to 
create the conditions for a world without nuclear weapons in accordance with the objectives 
of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, recognizes the legitimate interest of non-nuclear-weapon 
States in receiving unequivocal and legally binding security assurances from nuclear-weapons 
States. Positive and negative security assurances strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation 
regime and can play an important role: they can serve both as an incentive to forego the 
acquisition of weapons of mass destruction and as a deterrent to their acquisition. The EU is 
committed to promoting further consideration of security assurances and welcomes the 
respective adjustments in the nuclear postures of some nuclear weapon states. 
 
The EU reaffirms the continuing high value of the existing security assurances to non-nuclear-
weapon States Parties to the NPT on the use of or threat of use of nuclear weapons, provided 
for by the protocols to the treaties establishing Nuclear Weapons Free Zones and the 
unilateral statements by each of the five nuclear-weapon States, as noted by the United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 984. Such security assurances, which strengthen the 
disarmament and non-proliferation regime, respond to the legitimate interest of non-nuclear-
weapon States. 
 
The EU continues to attach great importance to the development of internationally recognized 
Nuclear Weapon Free Zones. Established on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at 
among States of the regions concerned as elaborated in the guidelines adopted by the UNDC 
in its substantive session of 1999, Nuclear Weapon Free Zones enhance regional and global 
peace and security and are a means to promote nuclear disarmament, stability and confidence.  
 
The EU calls on nuclear-weapon States to reaffirm, in the appropriate fora, existing security 
assurances noted by the United Nations Security Council Resolution 984 and to sign and 
ratify the relevant protocols on Nuclear Weapon Free Zones, drawn up following the requisite 
consultations in accordance with the above mentioned guidelines. In this respect we hope that 

                                                
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as 

well as potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 

‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 



the Protocol to the Treaty on the South Eastern Asia Nuclear Weapons Free Zone between 
ASEAN Member States and the nuclear weapon states will be signed as soon as possible. 
 
The European Union offered support with regard to the implementation of the Pelindaba 
Treaty and the establishment and work of the African Commission of Nuclear Energy 
(AFCONE). We have been working on identifying instruments and means to support the 
AFCONE depending on concrete assistance needs to be determined.  
 
The EU reiterates its commitment to a Korean Peninsula free of nuclear weapons. The 
European Union strongly condemned the recent DPRK nuclear test which represents a serious 
threat to regional and international peace and security and clearly violates the relevant 
resolution of the UN Security Council. 
 
The EU regards the establishment of a zone free of nuclear weapons as well as other weapons 
of mass destructions as well as their means of delivery in the Middle East, as a means of 
enhancing security and stability in the region. We regret the postponement of the Conference 
on the establishment of a Middle East Zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of 
mass destruction and their means of delivery, which, in accordance with the decision of the 
2010 Review Conference of the NPT was scheduled to take place in 2012. We fully support 
the ongoing preparations for a successful conference with the participation of all States in the 
region and the efforts of the Facilitator, Ambassador Laajava, to this end. We hope that the 
Conference will be convened as soon as possible this year.  
 
Thank you Mr. President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


