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EU Statement at the 
 

 14th Annual Conference of the High Contracting Parties 
to Amended Protocol II 

to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW)  
 Geneva, 14 November 2012 

 
 
 
Madam President, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA countries 
Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the 
Republic of Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration.

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 
Madam President, 
 
Allow me to begin by congratulating you on your appointment as President of the 14th Conference 
of States Parties to Amended Protocol II of the 1980 Convention on Certain Conventional 
Weapons. We are confident that you will lead our work in the most efficient way, and we wish to 
assure you of our full cooperation and support. 
 
The Meeting of Experts last April gave us the opportunity to continue fruitful discussions on issues 
related to the implementation of Amended Protocol II. We thank the Coordinators for their 
excellent work and for their constructive contributions and recommendations.  
 
Madam President, 
 
The European Union believes that it is essential to continue the process of giving fresh momentum 
to Amended Protocol II and demonstrate that it can produce tangible results. It is an important 
instrument of international humanitarian law and we support its full implementation. Compliance 
with its prohibitions and restrictions helps both to limit the devastating effects of mines, booby-
traps and other devices on civilian populations and to improve the security of military personnel in 
the field.  
 
The universalization of Amended Protocol II remains a priority objective for the European Union. 
We agree that the Plan of Action to Promote the Universality of the CCW and its Protocols is the 
relevant mechanism to enhance this process. The European Union welcomes the accession of 
Montenegro, bringing the current number of States Parties to the Protocol to 98 and we call on 
States that have not yet become parties to Amended Protocol II, to accede to it as soon as possible. 
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We also strongly encourage those who are Parties to the Original Protocol II to accede to the 
Amended Protocol II, facilitating thus the termination of the Original Protocol II.  
 
Madam President, 
 
The European Union attaches great importance to the submission of national annual reports which 
help to consolidate the transparency and cooperation required by the Protocol. As suggested by the 
Coordinator, we agree that it would be useful to consider the Guide to Reporting in light of 
developments and progress achieved in the field of mine action since the adoption of the Protocol. 
We also see merits in analyzing the reporting forms to improve the quality of reporting and the 
information provided therein. The European Union welcomes the spirit of cooperation and the 
synchronization of the submission of APII reports with reports required under Protocol V on 
Explosive Remnants of War. We believe that such synergies can facilitate States Parties in meeting 
their obligations under both legal instruments and further enhance the implementation of the 
Protocols. 
 
Madam President,  
 
The obligations of Amended Protocol II concerning recording of data relating to minefields, 
demining and protection of civilians against consequences arising from the existence of minefields 
– along with the provisions relating to international cooperation – are essential in facilitating 
humanitarian assistance and post-conflict reconstruction and ensuring the security of peace-building 
operations. Amended Protocol II also allows countries affected to benefit from technical and 
material assistance.  
 
Madam President, 
 
The European Union welcomes the discussions held in the Group of Experts on IEDs which 
contribute to increasing awareness of the IEDs threat and their serious humanitarian impact. We 
deem important to continue the in-depth consideration of different aspects of this issue in the CCW 
framework, as suggested by the coordinator. Information exchange, discussion on applicable IHL 
law and other rules related to the protection of the civilian population, assistance to IEDs victims in 
synergy with CCW Protocol V and the Plan of Action on Victim Assistance, among others, could 
contribute to our deeper understanding of the issue.  
 
The European Union also welcomes the Coordinator's compilation of existing guidelines, best 
practices and other recommendations which we think is a useful tool. We also agree that developing 
best practices aiming at addressing the diversion of illicit use of materials that could be used for 
IEDs could be a significant contribution to counter-IED efforts.  
 
 
Thank you Madam President. 
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