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Mr. President, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union.  
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, as well as the Republic of Moldova and Georgia, 
align themselves with this declaration. 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 
1. The European Union wishes to congratulate you on your election as President of the Conference 
and assure you of our full cooperation in your work. We would also like to thank the coordinators 
for their excellent work over the past year.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
2. The presence of unexploded and abandoned explosive ordnance has grave consequences for 
civilians, their communities and their environment. Protocol V on Explosive Remnants of War to 
the CCW was specifically concluded to help address these serious post-conflict problems.  
 
3. For the European Union the universalization of Protocol V is an issue of high importance. We 
welcome the accession to the Protocol of four new States since the last Conference, bringing the 
number of High Contracting Parties to 81. Continued developments in the implementation of 
Protocol V encourage us to continue with our efforts towards universalization.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
4. Last year we saw steady and continued progress in the implementation of Protocol V. The fruitful 
discussions which took place during the Meeting of Experts last April, also reflected in the reports 
of the Coordinators and their recommendations, provided the opportunity to assess this progress and 
identify further challenges related to the implementation of the Protocol, building upon the 
substantive discussions of previous years. 
 
5. The European Union welcomes progress on Victim Assistance, an issue close to our hearts as 
humanitarian actors, even if improvements are still required. For the European Union, victim 
assistance is a core component of our Mine Action Strategy and there is a clear commitment to 
strengthening care rehabilitation and socio-economic reintegration of victims. We agree that an 
increased understanding of the needs of victims on the ground is crucial for an effective assistance 
to the victims and we support the full implementation of victim assistance obligations under the 
Protocol and take note of the Plan of Action on Victim Assistance and the respective 
recommendations in the Report on Victim Assistance (to the Sixth Conference) in this regard.  



 

 
6. The European Union also believes that the Convention on the Rights of persons with Disabilities, 
provides a wider framework to address the needs of survivors, the realization of their human rights 
and to ensure respect for their inherent dignity.  The Convention on the Rights of Persons With 
Disabilities has been signed by the European Union and all its Member States and it has been 
ratified by the European Union and 24 Member States; the other 3 being in the process of doing so.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
7. The European Union agrees that national reporting is crucial for creating transparency and 
building confidence in the implementation of Protocol V. We therefore encourage States parties to 
continue submitting their reports and to use the Guide to National Reporting. The European Union 
welcomes also discussions on the issue of safety in ammunition storage facilities, recognising that 
this issue continues to be an ongoing challenge for States. 
 
8. As Clearance of ERW remains one of the core issues of Protocol V we would like to further 
explore appropriate practical methods to enhance efficiency and effectiveness in ERW clearance 
programmes and coordination between different actors working in the field. We also wish to 
underline the importance of the effective implementation of the provisions of Article 4 of the 
Protocol on recording, retaining and transmission of information on the use or abandonment of 
explosive ordnance as it is closely linked with an effective clearance of ERW. 
 
9. Full implementation of the provisions of the Protocol is still a challenge for many High 
Contracting Parties. The commitment of the European Union to mine action is longstanding and 
continuous. The European Union, like many donors, in providing assistance has always included all 
Explosive Remnants of War and does not differentiate between the types of Explosive Remnants.  
We stand ready to provide, where possible, assistance to States in their efforts to comply with the 
Protocol. The financial and political support already provided by the European Union and its 
Member States individually to Mine Action, in almost all affected countries and regions of the 
world over the past years has been significant and the programming phase for the next financial 
cycle has already started. We also think that the small group meeting with affected States can 
contribute in further identifying their priorities and challenges. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
We are looking to a productive Conference of High Contracting Parties in support of effective 
implementation of Protocol V. We know that you will lead our work wisely, and I assure you that 
you can count on the European Union. 
 
Thank you 
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