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18 July 2012 
 

 
BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION MEETING OF EXPERTS 

(16-20 July 2012) 
 

Adoption of the new Council Decision in support of the BTW Convention in the 
framework of the EU Strategy against Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. 

 
Statement on behalf of the European Union 

 
 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
The universalisation and the full implementation of the Treaties and Conventions in the 
multilateral system have been at the heart of EU action in the area of non-proliferation and 
disarmament.  
 
Strengthening the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention is one of the priorities of the 
EU Strategy against Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. To implement the 
Strategy in the field of biological weapons the EU is focussing on practical measures.  
 
In 2006 and 2008 the EU adopted Joint Actions in support of the BTWC with the aim to 
increase the membership of the BTWC and to assist States Parties transpose the obligations of 
the BTWC into appropriate national legislation and administrative measures. The 
implementation of these Joint Actions was entrusted to the UN Office for Disarmament 
Affairs and they met the foreseen results. Since the adoption of the first Joint Action in 2006, 
ten more states became States Parties to the BTWC and several states benefited from 
assistance provided by EU Experts in projects co-organized by the BTWC Implementation 
Support Unit. Under these two Actions the EU has funded projects in support of the BTW 
Convention with more than 2 million EUR.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
After the last year's Seventh Review Conference, which decided to renew the mandate of the 
BTWC Implementation Support Unit and decided to expand its tasks, the European Union 
decided to renew its commitment (in support of the BTWC) and today I would like to 
announce that the European Union is soon going to adopt a new Decision in support of the 
BTWC ensuring financial contribution of 1.7 million EUR for implementation of new 
projects. The technical implementation of the Decision will be again entrusted to the UN 
ODA. 
 
The main objectives of the new Action are: 

- Promotion of universality of the BTWC; 
- Support for implementation of the BTWC including submission of  
  Confidence-Building Measures (hereafter CBMs) by the States Parties.  
- Support the work of the 2012-2015 intersessional programme with a view to 
  strengthening the implementation and effectiveness of the Convention. 
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The projects which will be organised within the Council Decision will aim at:  
 

- Promotion of awareness about implementation of the BTWC, strengthening of 
the regional discussion of intersessional topics and their application and 
supporting key regional actors in defining needs and requirements for national 
implementation through Regional Workshops 

 
- Assistance to both non States Parties and to States Parties, in order to ensure 

that States Parties transpose their international obligations into their national 
legislation and administrative measures and establish functioning relationship 
among all national stakeholders. The assistance entails support to States Parties 
for establishing a national CBMs process and nomination of national contact 
points. For non States parties, the assistance would include support for 
acceding to/ratifying the BTWC.  

 
- Support for development of various enabling tools and activities that would 

assist States Parties in national implementation, including submission of 
CBMs, allow representatives of States Parties to actively engage in the 
international BTWC process, and raise States Parties’ awareness of available 
international support. 

 
An electronic copy of the Council Decision with a detailed description of the projects will be 
published on the BWC website. 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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