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of relevance to the BWC 

 
Statement on behalf of the European Union 

 
 
 

Mr. Chairman, 
 
As we stated in our previous statement the EU and Member States are engaged in the 
implementation of the decisions of the 7th Review Conference and in the promotion of the 
goals set for the 2012-2015 intersessional process. 
 
The Review of developments in the field of science and technology related to the BWC is one 
of the standing items of our agenda. In December 2011, EU Member States submitted reports 
on new science and technology developments and supported the decision that advances in 
enabling technologies - including high-throughput systems for sequencing, synthesizing and 
analyzing DNA - bioinformatics and computational tools; and systems biology be the core 
Science and Technology item in 2012. The EU and its experts stand ready to contribute to 
discussions in all these fields. 
 
Specific topics of this core issue, as set by the 7th BWC Review Conference, include:  
 
(1) possible measures for strengthening national biological risk management in research and 
development involving new science and technology developments of relevance to the 
Convention;  
(2) voluntary codes of conduct and other measures to encourage responsible conduct by 
scientists, academia and industry; 
(3) education and awareness-raising about risks and benefits of life sciences and 
biotechnology.  
 
The EU attaches great importance to these topics. Therefore, we have submitted a working 
paper on Measures for Mitigation of risks due to new science and technology developments of 
relevance to the BWC.  

 
The EU believes that a vision of minimum global standards that are based on performance and 
outcome-based regulation is sustainable. It is urgent the need to overcome the current lack of 
international coordination by changing the norms and clearing up confusion. 
 
This paper is suggesting that through benchmarking equipment, building design and 
personnel/protocols solutions, some minimal standards could be made available to every 
country via improved knowledge management and communication. 
 
Therefore, the main goal of the working paper is to share information on illustrative examples 
of best practices and standards adopted by the EU and in some EU Member States, which 
could provide useful benchmarks for other BWC States Parties. This paper also contributes to 
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information and knowledge-sharing on bio-risk management among governments and 
scientists, officials and civil society. 
 
Hard copies of this EU Working Paper can be found in the room and an electronic copy is 
published on the BWC website.  
 
Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
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