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Mr. Chairman,  
 
We wish to congratulate you on the assumption of your duties and to assure you of our fullest 
cooperation and support. 
 
The BTWC is a cornerstone of international efforts to prevent biological agents or toxins from 
ever being developed and used as weapons and constitutes a key element of our collective 
security.  The European Union is committed in fulfilling the goals set in the 7th Review 
Conference and will be actively engaged in this new intersessional process. 
 
The EU and Member States have already shown their support to the concrete implementation 
of Article X of the BTWC. Working papers on this subject were submitted last December. We 
are now glad to submit for your attention and that of States Parties' Experts a revised and 
more complete version of the EU working paper. 
 
The present Working paper provides an overview of the implementation of Article X of the 
BTWC by the EU and by its Member States, of the contributions allocated by the EU to help 
support implementation of Article X, and of the EU's engagement in the field of biosafety and 
biosecurity through its support to WHO activities and through the EU CBRN Centres of 
Excellence initiatives. 
 
The EU paper on cooperation and assistance is available in hard copies in the room as well as 
electronically on the BWC website.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
The EU has identified in its WMD-Strategy the increasing threat emanating from biological 
weapons. Since 2006, the EU has funded projects in support of the BTWC's object and 
purpose with more than 2 million Euros. A new Council Decision [which we hope will be 
adopted shortly] or [just adopted] will ensure continued support and a substantive financial 
contribution to increase adherence to, promotion and implementation of, the BTWC 
Convention, through regional workshops, enhanced assistance programmes and various 
enabling tools and activities. The EU would like to take the floor again in the coming days to 
illustrate further the measures contained in the new Council Decision. 
 
The EU is also actively engaged in supporting improvements in biosafety and biosecurity. 
The EU through a Joint Action has supported several WHO activities with 2.1 million Euros. 
This Joint Action has expired last December but a new Council Decision to further support 
WHO activities in the areas of laboratory biosafety and biosecurity is already endorsed at the 
EU working group level and is currently under financial negotiations in view of its adoption 
by the Council next Fall. 
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The EU has also launched the CBRN Centres of Excellence Initiative. This initiative aims at 
enhancing the international capacity of partner countries to mitigate CBRN risks, whether 
they are criminal, accidental or natural in origin. Nineteen projects amounting to 16 million 
Euros were recently launched and contracting is underway. Projects for additional 8 million 
Euros are under review. The CoE Initiative should reach a total budget of nearly 100 million 
by 2013.  
 
In addition, the EU believes that, if facilitating the exchange in biological sciences and 
technology, including equipment and material for peaceful purposes, is a legitimate goal 
under the BTWC, appropriate export controls are necessary in order to ensure that only 
purposes not prohibited by the Convention are undertaken. We fully believe that adequate 
export controls are compatible with the provisions of article X of the BTWC as all of us have, 
collectively, the responsibility to ensure that we are not inadvertently assisting in developing 
biological weapons under the guise of cooperation in biological sciences. 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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