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Statement of the European Union on 
“Prevention of Arms Race in Outer Space” 

 
Conference on Disarmament 

Geneva, 5 June 2012 
 

Mr President, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia align themselves with this 
declaration. 
 
Space activities are expanding and their importance is crucial. Space is a resource for all 
countries in the world. Those which do not yet have space activities will have them in the 
future. The EU and its Member States have a longstanding position in favour of the 
enhancement of the multilateral framework concerning the preservation of a peaceful, safe 
and secure environment in outer space and its use on an equitable and mutually acceptable 
basis.  We stress that the prevention of an arms race in outer space and the need to prevent 
outer space from becoming an area of conflict are essential conditions for the strengthening of 
strategic stability.   We are fully committed to strengthening the security of activities in outer 
space that contribute to the development and security of states. To this end, the EU and its 
Member States aim at promoting international cooperation in the exploration and use of outer 
space for peaceful purposes.  
 
The EU Member States voted in favour of the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
66/27 on “Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space” and in favour of the Decision 66/517 
on “Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures in Outer Space Activities” which 
followed the resolution 65/68 from the previous year, also supported by all EU member states. 
We look forward to working constructively within the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) 
established by this latter resolution and which will meet for the first time in July this year.  
 
We are grateful to you, Mr. President, for organising these discussions today.  We appreciate 
in particular the efforts of the Russian Federation and the People's Republic of China to put 
the subject on the international agenda with the aim of enhancing international space security. 
We took note with interest of the proposal for a draft treaty on the Prevention of the 
Placement of Weapons in Outer Space, the Threat or Use of Force Against Outer Space 
Objects (PPWT) in 2008 in the CD. We have also noted ideas for a legally binding 
prohibition on testing and use of anti-satellite weapons. 
 
Concerning the draft PPWT,  we have  indicated that while it identifies itself with the overall 
goal to preserve outer space as an area free from armed conflict, further reflection and work is 
required on the elements for an effective international treaty. For example, it remains a 
difficult challenge to achieve consensus on the definitions needed for a legally binding i 
nstrument. As a matter of principle, an effective and robust verification system must be an 
integral part of any future Treaty concerned with space security. We consider it is not 
sufficient to only refer to a possible future additional protocol. Also any PPWT would need to 
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clearly address the issue of anti-satellite weapons tests. These difficulties should however not 
prevent us from working on the issues contained in this proposal. 
 
The EU is committed to the development and implementation of transparency and confidence 
building measures, as a means to achieve concrete, rapid and enhanced safety and security in 
outer space. We are also particularly sensitive to the issue of the risks posed by space debris 
which are detrimental to present and future activities. 
 
In its reply to the United Nation General Assembly resolution 61/75 in September 2007, the 
European Union underlined that voluntary "rules of the road" on outer space activities 
endorsing best practices between space actors would serve this objective. The European 
Union promotes the elaboration of an international and voluntary set of guidelines, a tool that 
would strengthen safety, security and predictability of all space activities. Such guidelines 
should, among other things, limit or minimise harmful interference, collisions or accidents in 
outer space, as well as the creation of debris. Events in recent years, including the collision 
between US and Russian satellites, prove that security in outer space goes beyond the 
considerations related to the placement of weapons in space.  
 
In this context, the EU launched in 2008 a proposal, on the basis of a preliminary draft, for an 
International Code of Conduct for Outer Space Activities. Based on a new draft agreed in 
September 2010, the EU High Representative carried out further and wider consultations with 
the aim of establishing a text that would be acceptable to the greatest number of countries and 
of adopting the Code of Conduct at an ad hoc diplomatic conference, On the basis of these 
consultations, a new working document consisting of a revised draft of the International Code 
of Conduct for Outer Space Activities is being officially presented at the Multilateral meeting 
which takes place in Vienna just today, 5 June 2012. This meeting will serve to present the 
way forward and to exchange views of this initiative, in view of the upcoming negotiations on 
the draft proposal in coming months. This meeting will also give the opportunity to UNIDIR 
to present and officially launch a project, supported by the EU, in order to facilitate 
information dissemination and exchange of views on the concept of the Code. Copies of the 
revised draft of the Code are available in this room.  
 
The draft Code of Conduct for Outer Space Activities is based on three principles:  
- freedom for all to use outer space for peaceful purposes; 
- preservation of the security and integrity of space objects in orbit; 
- due consideration for the legitimate security and defence needs of States. 
 
Our proposed draft foresees that the Code would be applicable to all outer space activities 
conducted by States or non-governmental entities. The draft code would be voluntary and 
open to all States. It would lay down the basic rules to be observed by space faring nations in 
both civil and military space activities. The purpose of the draft Code is not to compete with 
or substitute initiatives dealing specifically with the placement of weapons in outer space. On 
the contrary, as a transparency and confidence building measure, the draft Code does insist on 
the importance of taking all necessary measures in order to prevent space from becoming an 
area of conflict and calls on nations to resolve any disputes  in outer space by peaceful means. 
It could be a valuable and tangible contribution to upcoming discussions in the Group of 
Governmental Expert. While the EU stands ready to present its initiative at the July GGE 
meeting, that forum is not the place for its negotiation.  
 
Thank you Mr President. 
                                                                  _________________ 


