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Conference on Disarmament 
 

Statement of the European Union on  
"FMCT" 

 
Geneva, 31 May 2012 

 
 
 
Mr President, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process 
and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of 
Moldova and Georgia align themselves with this declaration. 
 
Allow me first to congratulate you on the assumption of the post of the President of the Conference 
on Disarmament.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
In our opening statement of 24 January 2012, we stated that we attach a clear priority to the 
immediate commencement and early conclusion of the negotiation in the Conference on 
Disarmament of a Treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other 
nuclear explosive devices (FMCT) on the basis of document CD/1299 of 24 March 1995 and the 
mandate contained therein, and subsequently referred to in CD/1864. 
 
For the European Union, launching these negotiations is urgent and important. An effective FMCT 
would constitute a significant step in the process of nuclear disarmament, as well as strengthening 
nuclear non-proliferation. The EU is convinced that an FMCT, by banning the production of fissile 
material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, would contribute significantly to 
nuclear disarmament efforts under Article VI of the NPT. Logically, an FMCT constitutes the next 
multilateral instrument to be negotiated in the nuclear disarmament field as a complement to the 
NPT and the CTBT. The international community's support for the immediate commencement of 
FMCT negotiations in the CD was expressed on many occasions, most recently in the final 
document of the NPT review conference and in UNGA Res. 66/44. 
 
We appreciated the exchange of views on FMCT, which took place during CD sessions in 2010 and 
2011, and which was complemented by the three side events organised by Australia and Japan last 
year. We welcome that two EU member states, Germany and the Netherlands, have taken another 
initiative in this field by hosting an FMCT Scientific Experts Meeting earlier this week which was 
also actively supported by other EU member states and offered a venue for an informative and open 
discussion on technical issues related to a future FMCT. Such debates help to clarify some of the 
many technical issues at stake, including issues related to scope, definitions, verification and 
institutional arrangements.  
 

                                                 
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be 
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 



 2

We appreciate and support the opinion expressed by UN Secretary General in his message to the 
Conference on Disarmament, delivered during the opening meeting of this year's session, when 
speaking about negotiation of an FMCT he said "it is clear that national security interests can be 
defended most effectively during the negotiations and, later, in the national signature and 
ratification process."  
 
At the same time, we consider that there are confidence-building measures that can be taken 
immediately, without the need to wait for the commencement of formal negotiations. This is why 
we call on all states possessing nuclear weapons to declare and uphold a moratorium on the 
production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. 
 
Mr President, 
 
We look forward to making headway towards the early start of negotiations on FMCT as called for 
by UNGA resolution 66/44 which urged the CD to commence negotiations of FMCT early in 2012. 
 
Thank you, Mr President. 
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