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Meetings of the Standing Committees 
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(25 May 2012) 

 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine 
and the Republic of Moldova align themselves with this declaration. 
 
The European Union is pleased about the significant progress made in the fight against the suffering 
and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines, in the last years. In particular, we warmly welcome 
Finland's accession to the Ottawa Convention. After depositing the instrument of accession in 
January, the entry-into-force of the Convention for Finland will take place on July 1st this year. Now 
all EU Member States have signed the Convention and are implementing its provisions.  
 
However, we are aware of the tremendous humanitarian and development challenges still posed by 
anti-personnel mines. It also continues to remain essential to further expand and reinforce 
acceptance of the norm banning use, stockpiling, production and transfer of anti-personnel mines. 
As the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy has stated in mid-
March this year, the allegations of the use of anti-personnel mines by Syrian forces on the borders 
of Turkey and Lebanon are a cause of serious concern and require full investigation. The EU 
strongly condemns any use of these weapons and calls on all States and other actors to take all 
necessary measures to ensure that they are never used again.  
 
It is imperative to assert a strong and continuous commitment towards a world free of anti-
personnel mines, reduce the numbers of new victims of these weapons, and provide sustainable care 
for those who have become victims, in addition to further strengthening close cooperation and 
coordination among all relevant actors.  
 
The financial support to mine action provided by the European Union in 2011, apart from the 
financial support provided by its Member States in their national capacity, amounted to roughly 
28 million Euros.  
 

                                                 
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be 
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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For instance, in Pakistan, our support has included risk education in Humanitarian Implementation 
Plans for 2011 and 2012 and the role of partners such as MAG, FSD, and Handicap International 
has been pivotal to sensitizing vulnerable communities in order to enable them to mitigate some of 
the risks to which they are exposed. 
 
Moreover, in Libya, we have been supporting in particular three operations in the field of 
humanitarian mine action with the help of FSD, Danish Church Aid, the ICRC and the Danish 
Refugee Council for the identification and the protection of risk areas contaminated by unexploded 
ammunitions, the disposal of explosive ordnance in hospitals, schools and populated areas, and 
mine risk education activities.  
 
We believe that mine action should also be integrated into the development agendas. Therefore the 
EU promotes the integration and streamlining of mine action into broader cooperation and 
development policies. To ensure integration of mine action through bilateral cooperation as well as 
direct ownership and long-term impact, it is also necessary that recipient countries prioritize mine 
action in their requests for general assistance and that they make it a priority in their national 
indicative programmes. The EU also integrates the call for mine action, where appropriate, into 
political dialogues with third countries and supports it in the context of disarmament and regional 
confidence-building by means of projects involving stockpile destruction and clearance along 
borders.  
 
The EU is aware of the complexity of the tasks involved. But, we stand ready to provide assistance 
to States Parties in their efforts to enhance and implement effectively their national plans, both to 
comply with the Convention and to ensure synergies under other international instruments pertinent 
in different countries. Through regular dialogue and synergies between donors, affected countries, 
researchers, victims and mine action organisations constructive ideas can be developed and 
effective action can be carried out with the expediency and diligence required by these life- and 
limb-saving activities.  
 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

_________________ 
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