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Conference on Disarmament 
Statement of the European Union on 

Nuclear Disarmament 
Geneva, 22 May 2012 

 
 

Mr President, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.  
 
The acceding country Croatia aligns itself with this Statement. 
 
At the outset let us congratulate you Mr. President, as well as the previous Presidents, for your 
energy and your tireless efforts to take our work forward. 
 
In our statement of 24 January 2012 we outlined the overall views of the European Union on 
the current situation at the Conference on Disarmament. We continue to be deeply concerned 
about the persisting impasse. For the European Union the immediate commencement of 
substantive work through the adoption and implementation of a Programme of Work building 
on the document CD/1864 is the highest priority. Substantive discussions could be useful to 
achieve that objective. We would like to thank you for providing us with the calendar of 
discussions contained in CD/WP.571 REV1, but we would like to stress once more that we 
consider that this new approach definitely does not constitute a substitute to our main focus 
which is the adoption and implementation of a Programme of Work leading to the 
negotiations which is the core mandate of the Conference. This approach will give us the 
opportunity to exchange views on the main issues of the Conference's agenda in some detail.  
 
The EU reaffirms its commitment to the global efforts to seek a safer world for all and to 
creating the conditions for a world without nuclear weapons, in accordance with the goals of 
the NPT, in a way that promotes international stability, and based on the principle of 
undiminished security for all. 
 
The NPT remains the cornerstone of the global nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament 
system. In view of current proliferation risks we are convinced that today it is more vital than 
ever. We must preserve and strengthen its authority and its integrity.  
 
With the adoption by consensus of the forward-looking Action plan set out in the final 
document of the 2010 NPT Review Conference, States Parties reaffirmed their shared 
commitment to comply with the obligations and to fulfill the goals of the NPT. The successful 
outcome of the first Preparatory Committee of the NPT which took place in Vienna from 30 
April to 11 May 2012, reaffirmed this shared commitment. The EU calls on all States to work 
on implementing, without delay and in a balanced manner, all actions designed to strengthen 
the three pillars of the Treaty. The implementation of the Action Plan is a collective 
responsibility shared by all States Parties. In this regard, the EU welcomes the Nuclear 
Weapon States follow up meetings to the NPT Review Conference, as well as initiatives of 
EU non-nuclear weapons States promoting the implementation of the 2010 final document. 
 
The European Union strongly supports the recommendations by the 2010 NPT Review 
Conference for implementing the 1995 NPT resolution on the Middle East, which include in 
particular the holding of a conference in 2012 on the establishment of a Middle East zone free 
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of nuclear weapons and all weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems. We have 
actively contributed to this process through two EU seminars in 2008 and in 2011. In the run-
up to the 2012 Conference, and beyond, the EU looks forward to working together with the 
Facilitator and all concerned and interested parties, including by follow up initiatives to the 
2011 seminar. 
 
Reverting back to the theme of today's discussion, I would like to stress that the European 
Union is committed to the pursuit of nuclear disarmament. The European Union consistently 
underlines the need to continue the overall reduction of global stockpiles of nuclear weapons, 
especially by those States with the largest arsenals, taking into account the principles of 
irreversibility, verifiability and transparency to guide all measures in the field of nuclear 
disarmament and arms control as a contribution to establishing and upholding international 
peace, security and stability. The European Union therefore welcomes the increased 
transparency shown by some nuclear-weapon States, in particular the European Union 
Member States on the nuclear weapons they possess and calls on others to do likewise. 
 
The European Union welcomed the entry into force of the new START Treaty between the 
United States and the Russian Federation. The implementation of this Treaty and the pursuit 
of the bilateral disarmament process constitute important issues on the disarmament agenda. 
The EU encourages the United States and the Russian Federation to continue negotiations in 
order to achieve greater reductions in their nuclear arsenals, including non-strategic weapons.  
 
The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty is of crucial importance to nuclear disarmament 
and non-proliferation and a top priority for the European Union. The European Union calls on 
all States that have not done so, in particular the remaining Annex 2 States, to sign and ratify 
the Treaty at an early date. Pending the entry into force of the Treaty, the EU calls on all 
States to uphold a moratorium on nuclear weapon test explosions or any other nuclear 
explosion, to refrain from any action that would defeat the object and purpose of the Treaty.  
Mr. President, 
 
The EU attaches a clear priority to the immediate commencement of negotiations on a Fissile 
material Cut-Off Treaty which is an indispensable step towards fulfillment of the obligations 
and final objective enshrined in Article VI of the NPT. We will address the issue of an FMCT 
in a separate statement. 
 
The European Union remains deeply concerned by the ongoing stalemate in the Conference 
on Disarmament, including the persistent failure to agree on a Programme of Work, despite 
recent attempts to achieve consensus. We encourage this year's Presidencies to continue 
working actively to overcome the deadlock as we discuss the important topics noted in the 
schedule and we assure them of our commitment and full cooperation. 
 
 
Thank you Mr. President.  
 
 

________________ 


