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Dear Pedro, (Your Royal Highness Prince Mired), esteemed colleagues, dear friends, 

It is my great pleasure to open with you today the series of activities Maputo +15 organised in the 

context of the European Union Council Decision in support of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban 

Convention. It is also a great privilege to welcome the former President of the ICRC Mr. Cornelio 

Sommaruga amongst the other distinguished panellists of today. 

We are gathered here fifteen years after the First Meeting of States Parties of this historic 

Convention in Maputo and on the eve of its next Review Conference which will bring us again in 

Maputo this coming June. There is a great symbolic value and a big success story behind the decision 

of Mozambique to host the upcoming Review Conference. We fully support you in your great efforts, 

Pedro, and work hand in hand with Mozambique and our other partners to take our Convention to 

the next phase of its implementation.  

Much success has been achieved since we first gathered in Mozambique in 1999 and we can be 

proud of what we have accomplished so far.  At the same time we recognise that not all our promises 

have been fulfilled yet. In Maputo we will have a renewed opportunity to reaffirm our shared 

commitment to the objectives of the Convention and to advance our common efforts for a world free 

of the effects of anti-personnel landmines, building on our achievements and facing the remaining 

challenges. 

The European Union is united in pursuing the objective of an anti-personnel mine-free world, with all 

28 EU member States now parties to the Convention. It has a long history of support for ending the 

suffering caused by anti-personnel mines.  The European Union's commitment to promote the 

universalization of the Convention and provide leadership and resources to clear mined areas, 

destroy stockpiles and provide concrete and sustainable assistance to mine victims has been central 

in our efforts to achieve the Convention's objectives. This was also reconfirmed in our projects under 

the 2012 EU Council Decision in support of the implementation of the Cartagena Action Plan, part of 

which is also the organization of the Maputo +15 events.   

In this context, I would also like to highlight in particular the efforts of our universalization team, and 

especially express our gratitude to Prince Mired of Jordan and Princess Astrid of Belgium for their 

engagement and commitment. Let me also sincerely thank the Government of Colombia for hosting 

in Medellin, with the support of the European Union, the Global Conference on Assistance to the 

Victims of Landmines and other Explosive Remnants of War on 3 and 4 April, with the symbolic title 

'Bridges between Worlds', which will also feature as one of the events of our activities this week.  

 

Our collective commitment to mine action is also reflected in the overall contributions of the 

European Union and its individual Member States, representing according to the landmine monitor 



data, more than 35 % of the world's financial assistance to mine action between 2009 and 2012, 

making the EU and its Member States the leading donor in this area.  

 

The European Union will continue to cooperate with, and where possible, extend assistance to those 

states that most need support in meeting their commitments under the Convention, and to those 

States not yet party to the Convention that significantly support practical anti-personnel mine action; 

this will continue to be carried out in coordination with other donors, and in close cooperation with 

the countries concerned. 

 

Today and the next three days we will have the opportunity to discuss pertinent issues under 

consideration at the Maputo Review Conference. I would like to sincerely thank all the panelists who 

accepted to contribute with their expertise to a very complete programme of activities which we 

believe will enrich our collective reflection in view of the upcoming Review Conference.   

 

Let me also thank the ISU of the Convention for organizing Maputo +15 and for the excellent work 

they are doing with the implementation of the Council Decision projects. 

 

Dear Pedro, 

 

I would finally like to take this opportunity to congratulate you on the work you and your delegation 

are doing in preparation of the Third Review Conference, and event which the EU will support with 

substantial financing. We cannot but praise the open and transparent manner you are conducting 

our works and assure you of our full support. 

 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 


