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Dear Ambassador Dussey,  

Dear course leaders,  

Dear participants, 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

 

I would like to warmly thank the organisers for having invited me to address the 

participants of the GCSP's flagship course on Europe, the European Training Course 

on Security Policy. It is both an honour for me to attend this farewell ceremony and a 

pleasant duty, as the EU representative here in Geneva. 

I have been invited to speak about "The relevance of the European Union as a global 

actor". You have just completed your intensive three months course with many 

interesting lectures and debates here in Geneva, including a study-trip to Brussels 

where I am sure you have benefited from some useful first-hand exchanges. I would 

like to offer you my Geneva perspective, giving you some examples where the 

European Union has taken leadership at the international level while at the same 

time trying to link it to things we are doing here in Geneva. 

These last months have been interesting and challenging moments for the European 

Union. The European Union has recently faced very difficult years, dealing with one 

of the biggest economic and financial crises ever. We have been very busy with 

ourselves. At the height of the crisis, some said that that European integration could 

not survive the shock, that it was the end of the Euro, the end even of the European 

Union. But we have managed the crisis, we have done it together and we have 

adapted taking the appropriate measures. In fact, the reaction to the crisis was not 

less European integration but more integration. 
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It is not the first crisis the European Union has overcome in its history, there will 

inevitably be others. If there is one lesson we have seen with this crisis it is that the 

European Union cannot function independently from w hat is happening in the 

world . In Europe, we have built peace, security and prosperity for ourselves but 

situations in other parts of the world affect us, to greater or lesser degrees, be it 

because of the interdependence of the economies, be it for the increased mobility of 

people, be it because of other factors and threats such as climate change, terrorism, 

the proliferation of arms or cyber-crime. The European Union has not only a 

responsibility but also an interest in playing its full role in this interdependent world.  

The European Union, the EU institutions and the EU Member States combined, are 

the biggest provider of development aid and of humanita rian aid , with more than 

50% of the total. With this also comes responsibility . We are making strong efforts 

here in Geneva within the international humanitarian organisations, notably OCHA 

and UNHCR, to bring in new donors, but there is still some way to go. We are deeply 

engaged in the setting of standards and in the upholding of principles.  

Speaking of the European Union as a global actor, I have to turn to Ukraine . Ukraine 

is a European country. Its future matters to us. Ukraine and the relations with Russia 

are probably one of the key challenges the world and the European Union now face. 

The European integration project was the answer of the European continent to the 

biggest catastrophe of the 20th century, the two world wars. Some fear that we are 

again very close to the cold war situation. Do we really want to go back to the rules of 

the 19th and first decades of the 20th century?  

The United Nations, and with it the development of a body of international law, were 

also a reaction to what happened in the first half of the last century. The European 

Union is intrinsically attached to the multilateral system. We believe in an effective 

multilateralism, with the United Nations at its cor e. This is how we can search 

for lasting solutions to critical international pea ce and security challenges . 

Catherine Ashton, the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 

has said it again at her last intervention at the Security Council in February this year. 

This is why the European Head of State and Government at their meeting 10 days 

ago in Brussels have again expressed their full support to the Ukrainian people. This 
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is why they have underlined once more the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 

Ukraine. This is also why we do not recognise the referendum in Crimea and 

consider the annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol by Russia illegal. There must be a 

return to international legality. That is why the OSCE mission to Ukraine, which 

Russia has now accepted, will be so important. The same goes for the mission by a 

team from Navi Pillay's human rights office. 

Speaking of Lady Ashton, I also have to refer to the European External Action 

Service and its over 140 Delegations  around the word, including the one I am 

heading. The European External Action Service headed by EU High Representative 

Catherine Ashton was created by the Treaty of Lisbon at the end of 2009 and has 

been in place since the beginning of 2011. This is a rather short time in foreign policy. 

EU Delegations are an essential tool in the shaping  of European foreign policy 

and action around the word . Catherine Ashton is the face of EU foreign policy. The 

EU Delegations are the implementation tool on the ground. 

Let me now precisely take a closer look at our contribution in the international system 

since the changes introduced by Lisbon. I see essentially three elements and they 

have been outlined by Catherine Ashton.  

1. There is first of all our direct involvement in international negotiations on  

behalf of the international community .  

Here the most visible example is of course the talks on the Iranian nuclear issue , 

which are led by the EU High Representative. She was mandated by the UN Security 

Council and leads the Group of the 5 permanent Security Council members plus 

Germany. Several negotiation rounds have taken place at the end of last year in 

Geneva with an outline agreement reached in November. The talks on the long-term 

solution are now taking place in Vienna and are meant to be completed within six 

months. Building on the arrival of the new President in Iran, we have been able to 

make progress where things had been blocked since 2005. 

The other example of the EU acting on behalf of the international community is the 

facilitation dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina , also led by HR Catherine 

Ashton. A first agreement on the normalisation of relations was concluded last April. 

This was a real turning point for the region. It allowed for the first time the holding of 
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Kosovo-wide local elections, including in the northern part of Kosovo. It also allowed 

for the integration of all security and justice structures into the legal framework of the 

Kosovo. It finally led to the opening of negotiations with Serbia on its accession to the 

European Union and on an Association Agreement as a first step. The facilitation 

dialogue has thus led to concrete results changing people's lives.  

2. The other added value of the European Union's new foreign policy is our capacity 

to implement a  comprehensive approach  to solve crisis with a broad toolbox of 

instruments and policies at our disposal. These tools range from prevention and 

early-warning, to conflict management and post-conflict and sustainable 

development. It combines our civilian and military missions with diplomacy and 

dialogue, as well as development policy. On many of these concepts we are working 

together here in Geneva or in New York with our partners in the international 

organisations and with other states. 

The comprehensive approach has been exemplified in dealing with crisis situations in 

Africa. Somalia  is one example where we have been using a wide range of tools and 

resources to support stability, security and development. With the help of the EU 

ATALANTA naval mission, piracy has dropped by about 95% in about 3 years. You 

hardly hear any more about boats being captured. This is a true success story. But in 

order for it to being sustainable we have to build up Somalia's own capacities and 

invest in its future. We have to tackle the underlying problems not just the symptoms. 

We are thus helping train the Somalian security forces, we are engaged 

diplomatically and politically and as Somalia's biggest donor we are a key partner for 

development assistance.  

The Sahel, Mali, and the Central African Republic are other examples where we put 

our comprehensive approach to effect.  

3. This strategy can only work if we work closely together. The cooperation with our 

international and regional partners  is the third element of our approach. Only 

where we make collective efforts we can deliver results. In Africa, we work 

successfully with the African Union. Also other difficult challenges to international 

peace and security such as Syria, now Ukraine and peace in the Middle East can 

only be tackled by a concerted effort of the international community. The EU has 
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expressed its readiness to assist and contribute, providing for instance already 

massive humanitarian aid to the Syrian refugees.  

Let me conclude with a remark on the European Union and the future of the 

European Union on the world stage . The fact that we act more and more as 

European Union and not as single states is a matter of realism. We see it every day 

here in Geneva. How best can 28 countries among 193 states who are members in 

the United Nations use their combined weight? How can we influence the decision-

making? As a consequence our objective can only be more coordination, more 

working together . Our daily bread here in Geneva is thus – first at the level of the 

EU - the fostering of an internal consensus within the 28 EU Member States and - in 

a second step - the building of alliances with other countries and groups of countries. 

What we see is that the European Union is probably the most cohesive regional 

group within the international organisations, speaking out on almost every subject as 

EU. While the focus tends to be sometimes on our splits, fact is that in 95% of the 

cases we achieve a common EU position. This is not a surprise, as we have in the 

European Union a solid policy basis on which we can draw, be it on Human Rights, 

public health matters, labour conditions or environmental protection standards, to 

name just some examples.  

If Europe is to remain a global player in the 21st century – and so far I firmly believe it 

has not lost its attractiveness and the example it can set for others in the world – we 

Europeans need to cooperate more closely together. Even if Europe has been at 

peace since World War II, war and conflict are never far away. It is thus only 

through sticking together and building of alliances  that the European Union 

will keep its influence and be able to continue pla ying its role as the most 

reliable partner within the UN and globally.   

The UN Secretary General has recognised the role of the European Union in his 

speech to the UN Security Council on 14 February of this year. He highlighted the 

contribution the EU has made in promoting cooperation among nations, providing 

generous financial contributions and increasingly working side-by-side with the UN in 

peacekeeping and civilian crisis management operations as well as through its 

preventive diplomacy. In an unprecedented presidential statement adopted 
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unanimously by the Security Council on that same day, the significant contribution 

that the European Union makes in support of the maintenance of international peace 

and security was commended and the UN and the EU encouraged to further 

strengthen their institutional relations and strategic partnership. I could not agree 

more with the Secretary General. 

Thank you very much! 

 

 


