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  EU-FUnDED proJECt nEws  

EU to FinanCE opEration oF Mars Crop YiELD ForECastinG sYstEM in UKrainE 
on 12th January 2011 the European Commission, represented by the 
Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine, signed a contract for the supply 
of equipment and software to operate the Monitoring agricultural resources 
(Mars) crop yield forecasting system in Ukraine.

The contract to supply equipment and software to operate the MARS crop 
yield forecasting system in Ukraine was signed following an open tender 
process. The supply of the equipment is funded by the European Union and 
supports the project “Implementation of Ukraine’s commitments under 
WTO and ENP frameworks in the rural sector (Sector Wide Approach)”. 

The list of equipment to be supplied includes computer hardware and 
software, weather station scientific instruments, global positioning systems, 
vehicles for field weather station transportation, and office equipment. The 
crop forecasting system is to be operated across six oblasts of Ukraine (Kyiv, 
Vinnitsia, Kirovograd, Donetsk, Kherson and Zhytomir) by the Leonid Pogorilyy Ukrainian Scientific Research Institute, the 
institute designated by the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food as implementer of the MARS system.

Implementation of the MARS crop forecasting system will enable the Ukrainian authorities to improve their measurement 
of cereal crop areas planted, forecasting of yields and potential surpluses, and will increase the effectiveness of domestic 
agricultural policy and international trade in the cereals sector.  

The equipment and software will be delivered and commissioned over the next few months.

Contact person: Bohdan Drozdowskij, e-mail: bd@swap-rural.org.ua

tHE EU BorDEr assistanCE Mission to MoLDoVa anD UKrainE HELps aGEnCiEs 
BUiLD EXpErtisE in FiGHt aGainst CiGarEttE sMUGGLinG 
on January 18 and 20 2011, over 50 Moldovan and Ukrainian customs 
and border guard officers received training on cigarette anti-smuggling 
techniques at BCps (Border Crossing points) in tudora (Moldova) and 
starokozache (Ukraine). 

The training was delivered by Galentin Georgiev, a police analyst from the 
Analytical and Operational Support Unit of EUBAM, with the assistance of 
Svitlana Prishchenko from EUBAM’s Capacity Building Unit.  

The training was organised following a request made by EUBAM’s partners, 
the customs and border guard services of Moldova and Ukraine. Since a 
recent appreciation in excise taxes on cigarettes introduced by the Ukraine 
government, authorities have observed a corresponding increase in 
cigarette smuggling across the Moldova-Ukraine border. 

During the training, border guard and customs officers who work at BCPs 
learned about the extent and nature of cigarette smuggling in Eastern Europe, EU best practices in tackling such phenomena, 
concealment methods, and techniques in recognition of counterfeit products. 

The training was part of EUBAM’s ‘exemplary border crossing point’ pilot project, which aims to create two ‘islands of integrity’ 
along the Moldovan-Ukrainian border, and support regional anti-corruption initiatives.

Contact person: Maryna reshetnyak, e-mail: press@eubam.org



№ 68 
15 February, 
2010 

EU Co-opEration nEws
newsletter of the Delegation of the European Union to Ukrainenewsletter of the Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine

UnCHr anD tHE ioM orGanisEs an intEr-aGEnCY worKinG MEEtinG 
on 21st January 2011, UnHCr rr in cooperation with the ioM convened an 
inter-agency working meeting with state Border Guard service, Ministry of 
interior and state Committee for nationalities and religions. 

The meeting aimed at planning of the next steps for the creation of a pool 
of certified interpreters for Ukrainian government bodies active in migration 
and asylum management issues. 

Acknowledging the problems and needs in this area, the representatives of 
the State agencies mentioned however that no state funds were committed 
for interpretation in their respective budgets for the 2011. 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the International 
Organisation for Migration  presented the electronic database of pool of 
interpreters which was created under the Soderkoping Process. This was 
a regional database covering Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine that could be 
used for searching and using interpreters for the required language. 

The possible use of remote interpretation such as through Skype, fax, email, etc. was mentioned, too. To continue joint efforts, 
the focal points were agreed and the next inter-agency working meeting on interpretation was scheduled on 4 March 2011 
to discuss modalities of use of interpreters’ pool, standard qualifications and certification for registering interpreters in the 
database, information exchange on allocated funds, and other related issues.

Contact person: armen Yedgaryan, e- mail: YEDGARYA@unhcr.org

tHE EUropEan Union anD tHE CoUnCiL oF EUropE ContinUE proMotinG 
EUropEan stanDarDs in tHE UKrainian MEDia 
the European Union and the Council of Europe on 24th January 2011 have 
agreed to extend until the end of 2012 their project “promotion of European 
standards in the Ukrainian Media Environment”. 

This joint effort aims to raise the standards of Ukrainian journalism so 
that the public receives through the media more objective, balanced and 
comprehensive information. 

In the next two years, the project will continue to support the reforms and 
the development of free and pluralistic media.

Active since September 2008, the project contributed to landmark 
achievements such as the ratification by Ukraine of the European Convention 
on Transfrontier Television. A dialogue was established among media, local 
authorities and civil society on issues of public interest. The analyses and 
comments provided by the Council of Europe experts were instrumental for 
bringing the recently adopted Law on Access to Public Information closer to European standards. The new law is expected to 
increase government transparency. 

A substantial part of the continuing assistance will be devoted to the alignment of the media-related legislation with the 
European Union and with the Council of Europe standards regarding freedom of expression and information. 

On the practical side, the aid will focus on the day-to-day implementation of the reformed legal framework. 

More information at http://jp.coe.int 
Contact person: olga sedova, stefanie Harter, e-mail: Olga.Sedova@coe.int; Stefanie.HARTER@eeas.europa.eu
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EU proViDEs 1.2 BiLLion UaH (116 MiLLion EUr) UnDEr tHE nEw FinanCinG 
aGrEEMEnts witH tHE GoVErnMEnt oF UKrainE 
on 24th January 2011, the First Vice prime Minister – Minister of Economic 
Development and trade of Ukraine andriy Klyuyev and the Director of the 
Europe aid Development and Co-operation Directorate-General Marcus 
Cornaro signed three financing agreements for transport, environment and 
support to the implementation of the European neighbourhood policy on 
21 December 2010. 

Most of these funds will be channelled through sector budget support.

The major part of these funds – 689 million UAH (65 million EUR) — is 
allocated to support the implementation of the transport strategy of Ukraine. 

The transport sector budget support operation is focused on the five key 
cooperation areas related to the institutional reforms, safety, infrastructure 
development, movement of traffic flows and administrative capacity 
strengthening. 

The first up-front tranche of more than 127 million UAH (12 million EURO) is expected to be transferred in mid 2011.

371 million UAH (35 million euro) are dedicated to the environment sector. These funds will also be channelled through 
budget support. 

There are four areas of cooperation are foreseen: i) environmental policy at sector and regional levels; ii) approximation of the 
Ukrainian environmental legislation to the EU acquis; iii) institutional capacity building; iv) support to implementation of the 
environmental policy in the sub-sectors: air, water resources, waste management, and biodiversity. 

The first up-front tranche of more than 159 million UAH (15 million euro) is expected to be transferred in mid 2011.

Another 170 million UAH (16 million euro) are allocated to finance twinning projects and provide technical assistance in the 
different fields of EU-Ukraine cooperation. 

More information at: http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id_type=1&id=23856&lang_id=450

tHE sEMinar “prEparation anD iMpLEMEntation staGEs oF tHE twinninG 
proJECts” is HELD For rEprEsEntatiVEs oF pUBLiC aUtHoritiEs 
on 26th January 2011 the meeting was organized by the EU-funded twinning 
project with the aim to consult on the next stages of the twinning project 
documentation preparation, discussion and solving different problematic 
issues and planning of next steps on twinning projects preparation.

Natalia Kyrychenko, Deputy Director of the Twinning Programme 
Administration Office (PAO), informed about the results of the 8th 
TPCG meeting and accentuated on that Twinning can be considered as 
additional resource for achieving specific purpose from one side, but 
such resource required additional human and material resources from 
other side.

Project manager on Twinning, PAO, and Iryna Luchynska presented 
principles, main features and procedure of Twinning and main features of 
TOR preparation. Features of preparation of Twinning Fiche and Twinning 
Light were presented by project manager on Twinning, PAO, and Olesya Tsykalyuk. Sector managers in the relevant areas of 
the EU Delegation in Ukraine also took part at the seminar.

Contact person: iryna Luchynska, e-mail: iryna.luchynska@center.gov.ua
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KiCK-oFF MEEtinG on ErasMUs MUnDUs partnErsHip proJECt 
the Kick off and selection Meeting was held in Lviv on 28-29 January, 2011, within 
the framework of the Erasmus Mundus program in Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine 
(BMU area).

According to the 2010 call results, the consortium of universities led by the 
University of Deusto, was selected to implement in 2011 the Action 2 “Partnership” 
of the Erasmus Mundus Program. Currently six universities from Ukraine take part in 
consortium http://www.embmu.eu/en/partners.html

Coordinators of Erasmus Mundus Programs and experts from higher education 
institutions from 12 European countries including Ukraine took part in the Kick 
Off and Selection Meeting. The meeting participants elaborated on the selection 
procedure and the results within the Action 2 of the Erasmus Mundus Program.

About 80% of the total load of applications from Belarus was related to Undergraduate 
program, and about 50% of applications from Moldova and Ukraine concerned 
Master studies, while applications for postdoctoral studies were in minority. 

The two day meeting involved a number of discussions and presentation with one 
of them being dedicated to the overview of the current Tempus IV call and results of 
the previous one. 

Details on Erasmus Mundus program are available at http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/  
More information at: http://www.tempus.org.ua/

tHE EU 7tH FraMEworK proGraMME on rEsEarCH anD tECHnoLoGY 
DEVELopMEnt – opportUnitiEs For partiCipation 
a seminar on opportunities for participation in the EU 7th Framework 
programme on research and technology Development (Fp7) was held on 
31 January 2011 in Dnipropetrovs’k by the initiative of the University of 
Economics and Law named after alfred nobel. 

Experienced experts of the JSO-ERA project were invited to speak at 
the Seminar and provide the participants with general information 
about the rules and procedures of FP7 focusing on Social-Sciences & 
Humanities (SSH) Theme. The main objective of the seminar was to 
increase the knowledge of the scientific community of Dnipropetrovs’k 
about FP7, to enhance the EU-Ukraine cooperation in research area 
and encourage Ukrainian organizations to create partnership for 
participation in the FP7 projects. Around 50 participants attended 
the event.

Contact person: tatiana Derevyankina, e-mail: t.derevyankina@fgl-energy.com
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EU-sUpportED aGEnCY For rEGionaL DEVELopMEnt  
oFFiCiaLLY LaUnCHED in CriMEa 
on 9th February 2011, José Manuel pinto teixeira, ambassador, Head of 
the EU Delegation to Ukraine, Vasyl Dzharty, Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of Crimea, and olivier adam, UnDp resident representative 
officially opened  the agency for regional Development of the autonomous 
republic of Crimea (arD), based in simferopol. 

They cut the ribbon inaugurating the premises of the Agency, established by 
the Council of Ministers of Crimea in mid-2010 in order to coordinate and 
manage regional socio-economic development activities and to promote the 
region at the national and international levels.

The Agency is benefiting from financial and technical assistance of the 
European Union and the United Nations Development Programme. 

The European Union has provided EUR 1.5 million for Agency’s setup and 
capacity building, while UNDP is providing technical support on daily basis 
through the EU/UNDP ARD Support Project.

José Manuel Pinto Teixeira, Head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine, underscored that “by providing support to the Crimean Agency, 
the EU is committed to sharing its own experience and adapting it to the republican needs so as to help the region overcome 
barriers and difficulties which currently hinder its sustainable development and equitable economic growth”.  

The RDA Support project is expected to continue its activities until August 2012. Project’s tasks include building the capacity of  
the Crimean ARD, its administration, specialists and personnel for them to fulfill their functions efficiently.

Contact person: Vyacheslav toporov, e-mail: toporov@undp.crimea.ua

  annoUnCEMEnts  

14 FEBrUarY, oDEssa
José Manuel pinto teixeira, European Union ambassador visits odessa and takes part in EU strategy for Danube region 

Contact person: olga Maksymenko, e-mail: delegation-ukraine-press@ec.europa.eu

14 FEBrUarY. KYiV, 
“Horticultural Conference”, organised by Ukrainian agribusiness Club, “agrievent” and iFC

Contact person: Khrystyna protsiv, e-mail: press@agribusiness.kiev.ua

15 –18 FEBrUarY, KYiV
workshop on theoretical training on Meat control and practical training of meat inspectors on sampling, inspection  
and auditing procedures organised by twinning project  “support for the Ukrainian Veterinary services”  

Contact person: olesya tsykaliuk, e-mail: olesya.tsykaliuk@center.gov.ua

22 FEBrUarY. iwano-FranKiVsK
an interregional conference “Community initiative in action: Local Development with EU and UnDp support”. 

Contact person: Elena sergeeva, e-mail: sergeeva@keycommunications.ua

this newsletter is produced in the framework of the project “pr support for EC assistance and Co-operation programmes  
in Ukraine”. the project is funded by the European Union and implemented by the KEY Communications agency.
Contact person: olga Vergeles, e-mail: vergeles@keycommunications.ua


