
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Key events of the EU-Ukraine cooperation. June, 2013 
 
EUROPE DAY: AMBASSADOR TOMBIŃSKI HOPES THAT UKRAINE’S EU CHOICE WILL 
BE IRREVERSIBLE (WITH VIDEO) 

“Citizens are at the heart of the European Union as a 
political project,” said Jan Tombiński, head of the EU 
Delegation to Ukraine, during Europe Day celebrations on 
May 18 in Kyiv. 

Addressing the audience in Ukrainian, he shared his hope 
that Europe Day celebrations next year will take place in a 
“new age” of EU-Ukraine relations. Tombiński also believes 
that a large pro-European civil movement in Ukraine could 
significantly contribute to pro-EU political decisions and, 
“make the European choice for the country irreversible.” 

Along with Ukrainian officials, and thousands of Kyiv 
residents and visitors, Tombiński participated in the massive 
open-air celebrations marking the 63rd anniversary of the 
birth of the European Union. The celebrations were also 

attended by Leonid Kozhara, Ukraine’s foreign minister, who said that Ukraine is now close to signing an 
Association Agreement with the EU, and to EU-Ukraine visa liberalisation. 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2013/06/03/europe-day/  

 
ON THE WAY TO THE ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT: EUROPEAN COMMISSION TAKES 
PREPARATORY STEPS 

On May 15, the European Commission adopted the 
proposals for Council Decisions on the signing and 
provisional application of the EU-Ukraine Association 
Agreement (AA), which will be transmitted to the Council 
for further processing.  

Some Ukrainian media mistakenly interpreted these 
proposals as a political decision and a “final step” made 
by the EU toward the signature of the Association 
Agreement. The following brief analysis aims to clarify the 
meaning of the Commission’s decision. 

Was the European Commission’s decision political or 
technical? The proposals do not constitute a political 
recommendation for the Council of the European Union 
on the signing of the AA, but a technical decision to 
prepare AA documents on time (for possible signature at 
the Vilnius Eastern Partnership summit in late November). 
The Commission has clearly said that with its proposals, the EU is “taking a necessary preparatory step in order to 
be technically ready for the possible signing of the Association Agreement.” Nevertheless, it is true that this 
decision bears a certain “political” significance. 
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Can these proposals be considered as the EU’s final decision on the Association Agreement? No. The final decision 
will be made by the EU member states (Council of the European Union) based on Ukraine’s progress in 
implementing the benchmarks set out by the EU: follow-up actions from the October 2012 parliamentary 
elections; addressing the cases of selective justice and preventing any recurrence and moving ahead with the 
jointly agreed reform agenda. The Commission has clearly stated that the EU, “will only sign [the Association 
Agreement] if Ukraine creates the necessary political circumstances.” The Commission together with the European 
External Action Service will therefore continue to monitor Ukraine’s progress. 

Do the European Commission’s proposals pre-determine the final EU decision on AA? No. The proposals do not 
prejudge any political decision to be adopted by the EU member states on signing the agreement. 

Why did the European Commission make this decision? The EU adopted the proposals because of internal 
procedures. Before authorising the signature of the AA, member states must be allowed sufficient time for their 
internal procedures, including consulting national parliaments. Taken into consideration the length and complexity 
of the Agreement, this process will take a minimum of six months. The Commission’s proposals were therefore 
needed at least six months before the Eastern Partnership summit in Vilnius. 

EVENTS ACROSS UKRAINE TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

The EU Delegation to Ukraine, together with international 
and Ukrainian partners, invites citizens to take part in EU 
Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW), an initiative of the 
European Union aimed at promoting activities dedicated to 
energy efficiency and renewable energy solutions. The 
EUSEW will be held across Ukraine June 22-30. 

This year Ukraine will celebrate EUSEW for the third time and 
Zhytomyr has been selected as the host of the opening 
ceremony, which will be held at Gagarin Park in Zhytomyr on 
June 24; members of the Zhytomyr city administration and 
representatives of EU Delegation to Ukraine will attend. 

The EUSEW also includes numerous outdoor activities, thematic exhibitions, workshops and presentations to focus 
the public’s attention on how to use energy without harming the environment. Visitors at the EUSEW opening day 
events will have the chance to see a motor rally of cars running only on biofuel, can learn how to construct a 
solar collector, and decorate eco-friendly bags. Children are also welcome to participate in a drawing competition, 
games and quests. The EUSEW opening day will culminate in a concert of popular local bands. 

In addition to these entertaining activities, the EUSEW programme in Zhytomyr will include a seminar dedicated to 
attracting funding for energy efficiency projects in municipalities. Attendees will include representatives of 
Ukrainian state authorities, European embassies, international donors and mayors of Ukrainian cities where 
international energy efficiency projects are being implemented. 

Being a countrywide event, many EUSEW activities, seminars, exhibitions, press-tours and workshops will be 
conducted in other Ukrainian cities, including Ivano-Frankivsk, Mykolayiv, Kirovohrad, Kharkiv, Poltava, Luhansk, 
Yaremche and Hola Prystan. 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2013/06/03/energyweek/  

TOWARDS EU-UKRAINE FTA: HARMONISATION OF UKRAINIAN TECHNICAL REGULATIONS 

On May 21 the EU-funded Project aiming at removing technical barriers in EU-Ukraine trade*, together with 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Economic Development and Trade held a conference dedicated to the harmonisation of 
Ukrainian technical regulations with those of the EU. 
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Speaking about the benefits of the upcoming EU-Ukraine 
Association Agreement including its provisions on 
establishing the deep and comprehensive free trade area 
(DCFTA), Nicholas Burge, Head of Trade and Economic 
Section at the EU Delegation to Ukraine, noted: “The 
DCFTA is the most ambitious bilateral agreement that the 
EU has ever negotiated with a trading partner. It will lead 
to better regulation across all economic sectors, as well as 
safer products and improved services for citizens.”  

Valeriy Piatnytskyi, the State Commissioner for European 
integration at Ukraine’s Ministry for Economic 
Development and Trade, agreed with his EU colleague by 
stressing that “signature of the Association Agreement 
with the EU and the establishment of the DCFTA is a real 
rapprochement, which will give possibilities for Ukrainian 
businesses to work with the EU Single Market.“ 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2013/06/03/fta/  

GERMAN AND EU INSTITUTIONS CO-OPERATE TO IMPROVE UKRAINIAN 
SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

Studying in a warm and energy-efficient school can make a big 
difference for the learning process. Children in Zhuravli village in the 
Saky rayon of Crimea know this from experience: thanks to support 
from the German development bank KfW, the school underwent 
large-scale renovations that helped increase the building’s energy 
efficiency and improve learning conditions for students. 

Jan Tombiński, head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine, and Gunnar 
Wälzholz, country director of KfW, visited the school on April 30. 
Together, they inaugurated the renovated building, which is part of a 

large-scale assistance initiative launched by the German Government and continued by the European Union. 

The school, built 30 years ago, needed substantial funding to improve its heating and energy efficiency. Almost all 
the windows and doors were replaced using the German funds, helping to make the school warmer in winter. 

“This winter our classes were warm, the temperature reached 21-22 ºC, and the children were much less 
vulnerable to illnesses,” says Halyna Anokhina, a primary school teacher. Thanks to the renovations, “children and 
teachers had much more comfortable conditions for their work,” she adds. 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2013/06/03/crimea/  

MAKING SCHOOLS WARMER: JOINT EU-UNDP PROJECT CONTRIBUTES TO COMFORTABLE 
STUDY CONDITIONS IN KHMELNITSKY REGION 

Pupils of the Manachyn village school, Khmelnitsky region, have benefited from more comfortable learning 
conditions after they had their old school windows replaced with energy-efficient ones due to EU support. An 
indispensable pre-condition for warm and healthy studying in cold winter, the replacement was made a reality 
thanks to the EU-UNDP Community Based Approach to Local Development Programme.  

“The final result surprised me,” says Roman Skeba, the village school director and the head of the local civil 
organisation, Obriy, which is engaged in the project. Replacing the windows made the school premises much 
warmer, he says, adding that the project used more expensive windows that help save more energy. Skeba  
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admits, moreover, that thanks to new windows, the school managed to substantially decrease gas consumption 
and save up to UAH 35,000 (about € 3,500).  

Built in 1932, the Manachyn village school badly needed 
new heating solutions. The new windows increased 
thermal isolation and warmed the school to an interior 
temperature of about 17°C in winter, much more 
comfortable than the 5-6°C the students were 
accustomed to. 

Ihor Klepach, the coordinator of the project in Khmelnitsky 
region, confirms that the initiative has been highly cost-
efficient. “New technologies helped us save half of the 
funds committed in the local budget during the first 
heating period,” he stressed, adding that in four or five 
years, the whole project value (UAH 180,000; €16,300) 
will be paid off in energy savings. Roman Skeba adds that 
the school earlier used 12,000-13,000 cubic meters of gas 
for heating per month, but thanks to the new windows, it 
decreased its consumption to between 8,000 and 9,000 
cubic metres. 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2013/06/03/manachyn/  

EUROPEAN CULTURAL WEEK IN KYIV CELEBRATES EUROPE’S “UNITY IN DIVERSITY” 

Head of the European Union Delegation to Ukraine, 
Ambassador Jan Tombiński, together with French and 
Croatian Ambassadors, Alain Remy and Tomislav 
Vidošević, officially inaugurated the European Cultural 
Week in Kyiv on May 14. Together, they opened the photo 
exhibition, “Homo Urbanus Europeanus,” by French 
photographer Jean-Marc Caracci at the Khanenko Art 
Museum in the Ukrainian capital. 

“Besides popularising the cultures and traditions of the EU 
member states in Ukraine, European Cultural Week is also 
a way to stress the cultural unity of European countries 
that goes beyond political borders,” Ambassador Tombiński 
said at the opening ceremony. “This year the EU will 
enlarge, opening its doors to Croatia, which is set to 
become the 28th member state of the European Union on 
1 July 2013. Ukraine is also a part of Europe’s cultural 
space and we hope it will come closer to the EU this 
year,” he added. 

A joint initiative of the EU Delegation to Ukraine and European embassies and cultural institutions, European 
Cultural Week was celebrated in Ukraine for the first time this year. Held from May 9-18, events included the 
performance of “Messa da Requium” by Giuseppe Verdi, lectures on EU member states’ experiences in the 
European Union, poetry readings, the vernissage of Ukrainian painter Nikifor, free language workshops, and 
French song workshops. The “Homo Urbanus Europeanus” photo exhibition by Jean-Marc Caracci, which opened 
the European Cultural Week, was another opportunity to stress Europe’s “unity in diversity.” 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2013/06/03/cultural-week/  
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RAISING FUNDS FOR LOCAL INITIATIVES: EU-UNDP PROJECT PROVIDES SUPPORT IN CRIMEA 

In late April, the European Union announced a new call for 
proposals to support Ukraine’s regional development policy. 
With a budget of €6 million, the call is a part of a larger €31 
million EU-funded programme that promotes the 
decentralised development of Ukrainian regions, and helps 
Ukrainian regional and local authorities implement priorities of 
their own development strategies. 

The EU not only pledges money to support the regional 
development projects, but also shares the knowledge and 
skills necessary to raise the necessary funds for implementing 
the local initiatives. One of the supporting tools, the EU-
UNDP project, “Support to the Regional Development of 
Crimea,” is working with six administrative units of Crimea to 

plan local development projects and raise funds for their implementation. 

The project’s experts have developed a training programme on project cycle management for local authorities, 
local self-governance bodies and NGOs to prepare projects step by step. The training takes a “systematic 
approach to project development,” notes Adeline Gonay, head of UNDP Sub-Office in Crimea and the EU/UNDP 
project’s team leader, adding that the programme gives Crimean partners a “competitive advantage in attracting 
additional resources.” 

Last year, nine project proposals prepared with the EU-UNDP project’s support were approved for funding at the 
all-Crimean competition of projects and programmes for local self-governance (more have been submitted this 
year). Two projects were approved for funding at the all-Ukrainian competition of projects and programmes for 
local self-governance (17 have been submitted this year), and one was supported by the International Renaissance 
Foundation. 

Initiatives benefitting from the EU-UNDP support address a diverse range of issues: medical services improvement, 
drinking water quality, street lighting in communities, solid waste collection and disposal, sports infrastructure and 
rehabilitation centers for children with special needs, and the development of local self-governance institutions. 

“Local self-governance bodies are tools of direct democracy and their participation in the decision-making process 
is essential,” argues Elnur Aliyev, deputy chairman of “Perspektiva,” a local NGO. His organisation runs a project 
funded by the International Renaissance Foundation that is creating a network of resource centers to support 
self-organisation institutions in three Crimean districts. “My deep belief is that development of local self-
governance is one of the most urgent directions in the development of Ukraine,” Aliyev says. He adds that in 
many countries local self-government bodies are fully responsible for leading the local development process. “This 
approach benefits everyone,” he concludes. 

Background 

The EU-UNDP project, “Support to the Regional Development of Crimea” supports pilot districts in preparing local 
development projects and acquiring the needed funding. The project also supports strategic planning processes, 
such as the development of specific sectorial programmes to be included in local development strategies. It also 
promotes foreign direct investment (FDI) by strengthening the capacities of local administrations to attract FDI, 
developing investor road maps, regional investment programmes, and investment products. 

For more information about the project, visit: http://www.srdc.crimea.ua/ 

EU HELPS UKRAINE DEVELOP NEW COMPETITION, PUBLIC PROCUREMENT AND STATE 
AID LAW 
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The €5 million EU-funded project, “Harmonisation of 
Competition and Public Procurement Systems in Ukraine 
with EU Standards” (2009-2013), has been a valuable tool 
in helping the Ukrainian government bring its competition 
and public procurement policies closer to EU norms and 
standards. The project held its closing conference on  May 
16 in Kyiv. Jointly organised by the EU Delegation, 
Ukraine’s Economic Development and Trade Ministry, and 
the Antimonopoly Committee of Ukraine, the conference 
highlighted the key priorities and challenges of EU-Ukraine 
rapprochement in the competition and procurement fields. 

Ambassador Jan Tombiński, head of the EU Delegation to 
Ukraine, explained how harmonising Ukrainian public 
procurement rules with EU standards is a key step toward 
the signing and effective implementation of the EU-

Ukraine Association Agreement. “Favourable conditions for business activities, a good competitive Ukrainian market 
and the creation of a level playing field for all market actors are among the key prerequisites for Ukraine’s 
success in the European Union market,” Tombiński said. To achieve these goals and boost investments in the 
country, Ukraine needs to effectively fight monopolies and corruption, develop small and medium-sized 
enterprises, and protect property rights and trademarks, the Ambassador emphasised. 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2013/06/03/competition/  

SOLAR ENERGY: EU HELPS INSTALL SOLAR ENERGY COLLECTOR IN A VILLAGE SCHOOL 

Pupils of a school in Kolky village, Volyn region, will now 
be able to take a warm shower after gym classes. A solar 
collector on the school’s roof will provide hot water, 
thanks to EU support.  

“We want to teach people how to use solar energy and 
make their houses cold-proof, to save electricity,” says 
Oksana Mayboroda (from the NGO, “Ecoclub”), who is a 
local coordinator of the EU-funded project “Switch on the 
Sun, Live Comfortably,” which helped install the collector. 
The two-year project has the support of the local 
authorities and community, she says. “Nuclear energy is 
not a solution: we need to think about our future,” 
Mayboroda argues, adding that EU practice shows that 
solar energy technologies are among the most energy 
efficient. 

With the four-metre-squared  sunlight collector, water moves through the convection process, without pumps. No 
great skill is needed to use the technology: participants of a special training managed to install it on their own. 
Vitaliy Shramko, a craftsman, says the task is easy and a solar panel can be installed in two weeks. 

“It’s not difficult at all,” he says. “You can buy all necessary components at the market or in a construction store. 
The collector costs UAH 7,000 (about €630) including the craftsman’s work. These funds will quickly be 
recovered, as you’ll save money on gas or electricity,” he adds. 

Government authorities and communities in the Manevychi rayon of Ukraine’s Volyn oblast were involved in the 
project, as they have been working on energy efficiency initiatives for several years. The region’s focus on 
renewable energy was motivated by reality: gas is supplied only to five villages in the rayon, therefore renewable 
technologies are needed. Mykola Myroniuk, head of the local rayon state administration, says authorities support 
green energy initiatives because they produce a tangible result. 

http://euukrainecoop.com/2013/06/03/competition/


 

 

 

 

“Even though our region produces peat briquettes, the future belongs to energy efficient technologies,” Myroniuk 
says, adding that solar energy is both free and environment-friendly. After the first solar energy collectors were 
installed in the region, other Ukrainian oblasts followed their example, he adds. 

Background 

The “Switch on the Sun, Live Comfortably” project has been operating in Ukraine and Georgia since 2011, led by 
the international NGO “Women in Europe for a Common Future” and funded by the EU. So far, the initiative has 
installed 25 solar energy collectors across Ukraine. Additional 30 will be completed in the near future. 

For more information, please visit the project website 

EU’S TEMPUS PROGRAMME TO INVEST €40 MILLION IN EASTERN PARTNERSHIP’S 
HIGHER EDUCATION 

Tempus, an EU-funded higher education programme, is 
expected this year to have budget exceeding €40 million 
allocated to the six Eastern Partnership countries, 
announced Klaus Haupt, Head of the Tempus Unit of EU’s 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency, at 
an international conference “Tempus-Ukraine@20”, held 
on May 14 in Kyiv. Over 200 conference participants 
discussed the programme’s many achievements over its 
20-year history, and considered future possibilities. A 
special award ceremony recognised the Tempus partners 
that have seen the most positive results. 

University exchange, enabled by the Tempus programme, 
“is probably the best tool to fight against stereotypes and 
to bring people together,” believes Ambassador Jan 
Tombiński, head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine. The EU-
Ukraine Association Agreement, which will possibly be 
signed in 2013, is another example of a mutually-beneficial 
partnership for both the EU and Ukraine, Tombiński 
stressed, adding that both sides “will have a chance to 
profit from this new rapprochement between two parts 

of Europe.” 

Dmytro Tabachnyk, Ukraine’s education and science minister, says his ministry is ready to further support efforts 
of the Ukrainian university community to participate in the Tempus Programme. He also described how over the 
last 20 years more than 120 Ukrainian higher education institutions (representing 40% of all tertiary education 
institutes in Ukraine) have taken part in Tempus projects. 

Klaus Haupt adds that Tempus had a long-lasting impact on the development of the higher education system in 
Ukraine. This year’s budget of the programme is a “very good indicator of the EU’s commitment to this type of 
co-operation, especially during times of austerity,” he concluded. 

Background 

For 20 years, the EU-funded Tempus programme has invested over €85 million and helped modernise higher 
education in Ukraine through co-operation between universities in the EU, Ukraine, and other partner countries. 
Adopting best European practices, the Ukrainian universities have developed curricula to educate modern 
professionals, enhanced student services and facilitated student mobility. Driven by market demand, they have 
used Tempus assistance to actively transform scientific innovations into business-products, create modern in-service 
training programmes for academic and non-academic staff, and worked on qualifications system – in liason with 
relevant sectors of society. 

For further information: Ukrainian National Tempus Office 

http://www.wecf.eu/english/about-wecf/issues-projects/projects/localcapacity-eecregion.php
http://www.tempus.org.ua/uk/contacts.html


 

 

 

 

NEW METHODS TO BRING UKRAINIAN STATISTICS CLOSER TO EU STANDARDS 

On May 23, the EU-funded Twinning Project on Statistics 
presented its final results. The €1 million Project has helped 
the State Statistics Service of Ukraine (SSSU) since 
November 2011 to implement changes required for the 
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. 

The project played an important role in attempts to 
“further harmonise Ukrainian statistics with EU standards,” 
said the SSSU’s chair, Oleksander Osaulenko, during the 
project’s closing event. Achievements made by the 
Ukrainian statistics service, “are to a great extent thanks to 
effective co-operation with our colleagues from 
international statistical organisations,” he added. 

According to Andrew Rasbash, head of operations of the 
EU Delegation to Ukraine, independent, reliable and honest 
statistics, accessible to all decision makers, are not only 

“necessary for the proper management of the economy,” but also “essential for the democratic control of the 
country by its citizens.” The EU support to reforming the statistics sector, and this Twinning project in particular, 
“has led toward an ever clearer and more accurate statistical system in Ukraine,” he says. 

The EU-funded Twinning project has improved Ukraine’s macroeconomic and business statistics by bringing the 
SSSU’s activities and methodologies more in line with the European Statistical Practice Code. The Code sets 
standards for the production and dissemination of statistics, ensuring they are of high quality, internationally 
comparable and easily accessible. The Twinning project has therefore allowed Ukraine to switch over to a new 
economic activity classification system that will mean that the country’s economic activities are classified 
compatibly with the EU system. 

Read the full article: http://euukrainecoop.com/2013/06/03/statistics/  

 

 
Useful links:  
 
For more information on EU-Ukraine relations, consult the following resources 
http://euukrainecoop.com/useful-links/   
  
Calendar of past and future events: http://euukrainecoop.com/calendar/  
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