
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

EU-Ukraine cooperation:  
key events in December/January, 2012/2013 
  
AMBASSADOR TOMBINSKI: EU OFFERS UKRAINE AN “ENGINE FOR MODERNISATION”  

Jan Tombinski, head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine, made a speech on Dec. 10 at the 
Diplomatic Academy in Kyiv on the occasion of the presentation of the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize 
to the European Union. 

Here are the key points of his address: 

On war and peace. It took two world wars, both born in Europe and 
both because of Europe, before Europeans realised that lasting peace 
requires cooperation based on rule of law and on the principle of equal 
rights between partners… 

On unifying people. From the tragic experience of these wars, Jean 
Monnet drew the conclusion that the only way to eliminate war as an 
instrument of policy is to unify people: “Nous ne coalisons pas des Etats, 
nous unissons des hommes.” 

On the EU’s internal transformations. The road from the first foundation of the European Union to the 
celebration of the Peace Prize, from six founding nations to soon 28 members has not been an easy one. Some 
European countries had to give up their colonial ambitions, others had to rethink their modus operandi in the 
changing world, and some had to get rid of authoritarian regimes… 

On integrating Central and Eastern Europe. The will to overthrow the post-war division of Europe and to become 
a part of the free world was the driving force of the European Autumn of People in 1989… For nations that were 
allowed to decide freely about their future, the European Union appeared the best way to modernise and adapt 
to challenges of the future, as well to better protect democracy and the rights of citizens. 

On Ukraine’s perspective. The European Union will soon number 28 members and it remains open to other 
countries willing to share a common destiny and responsibilities. Accession negotiations with Iceland are well 
advanced, Montenegro is following, and Serbia will come next. I’m strongly convinced that this perspective 
remains open as well for Ukraine and offers a well-proven engine for modernisation that could harness the 
enormous potential of this country and its citizens. 

On the EU as an “unfinished” project. Building on the past achievements and drawing lessons from failures, the 
European Union will always remain an unfinished and imperfect construction, as imperfect and defective as its 
members. 

On the EU’s current crisis. Currently the European Union is confronted with many difficulties and tensions, mostly 
resulting from mistakes previously made. Bearing in mind the experiences of European history, we may 
nevertheless be happy that attention is focused on debt levels, spreadsheets, and elements of monetary policy 
and not on movements of military troops on European territory… Our fathers and grandfathers lived through 
much harder times. 

 

Read more: 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/press_corner/all_news/news/2012/2012_12_11_2_en.htm 
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EU DELEGATION EXPLAINS THE EU-UKRAINE ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT 
 
The EU Delegation to Ukraine presents a new 20-page brochure entitled 
“EU-Ukraine Association: what it will bring to you.” The brochure 
provides background information on the practical prospects and 
advantages of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. 
 
The booklet stresses that the Association Agreement, if signed and 
ratified, would be the largest international legal document which Ukraine 
has ever concluded. 

At the government level, the Agreement provides for an ongoing 
dialogue between the EU and Ukraine on democracy, rule of law and 
good governance. 

The Agreement would also enable Ukrainian citizens to more effectively oversee the functions of government 
institutions, law enforcement agencies, courts and civil servants in order to hold them accountable. The deal would 
assist the fight against corruption and ensure mechanisms are in place to better protect the property rights of 
Ukrainian citizens. 

The establishment of a deep and comprehensive free trade area (DCFTA) is a key part of the Association 
Agreement. It is described as “deep and comprehensive” because it would not only reduce or remove tariffs on a 
majority of goods, but also gradually dismantle other (“non-tariff”) barriers such as differences in technical 
standards, and reduce bureaucratic procedures and discrimination. The DCFTA is the most ambitious free trade 
agreement that the EU has ever negotiated and goes far beyond the free trade agreements established with 
other countries. 

The free trade area would help protect the rights of consumers. Specifically, it would address the issues of non-
transparent price-setting, unhealthy and unsafe food, and inadequate quality control of consumer goods. It would 
also contribute to a gradual lowering of prices of certain goods. 

Ukrainian business representatives would also benefit from a free trade area with the EU, enjoying access to 
world’s largest market (nearly 500 million people), better protection of intellectual property rights, and an 
improved business climate within the country. Overall, the free trade area is expected to boost the development 
of entrepreneurship in Ukraine. 
 
Poor environmental conditions and a high incidence of road deaths are among the main factors contributing to 
the low life expectancy of Ukrainian citizens. To improve the environment, the Association Agreement sets out 
actions to tackle air pollution, reduce the negative impact of fuel and diesel oil, and promote the production of 
safe paint and enamels, especially in the automotive industry. 
 
To help reduce traffic injuries and fatalities in the country, the deal would focus on clear speed regulations, 
strengthen laws against driving under the influence of alcohol, and ensure the obligatory use of seat belts and 
child safety seats. 
 
Ukrainian youth would benefit from the Agreement’s aim to modernise higher education and enable more 
exchange with EU universities. Moreover, the Association Agreement sets out a broad agenda for sectoral co-
operation between Ukraine and the EU, especially in the fields of visas, energy and air transport. 
 
As with all other Association Agreements signed by the EU, there is no guarantee of EU membership written into 
the contract. However, its successful implementation would bring Ukraine much closer to the EU, benefit its 
citizens, and help the government prepare the country for an EU membership perspective. 
 
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/documents/virtual_library/association_115x170_uk.pdf


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The brochure is available here: 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/documents/virtual_library/association_115x170_uk.pdf 
 
 
EU STUDY DAYS PROJECT INVITES UKRAINIAN STUDENTS TO ITS FIRST SESSION 

  
EU Study Days in Ukraine, the EU Delegation’s new education project, 
will hold its first session on March 6-10 in Kyiv. The Centre for Ukrainian 
Reform Education is implementing the project with support from the EU 
Delegation. 
 
“EU Study Days will give a unique opportunity to Ukrainian university 
students and graduates to get new knowledge from prominent EU-
based and Ukrainian experts,” says Iryna Movchan, head of the project 
and director of the Centre for Ukrainian Reform Education. Movchan 
adds that the study days, “will expose Ukrainian young people to new 
perspectives about today’s EU and about EU-Ukraine relations: from 
politics to energy, from gender to visas, from economy to education.” 
 

During the first five-day session, prominent experts from both the EU and Ukraine will deliver lectures to 
Ukrainian students. Speakers include Andrew Wilson, senior policy fellow at the European Council on Foreign 
Relations (London), Christian Egenhofer, senior fellow at the Centre for European Policy Studies and visiting 
professor at the College of Europe (Brussels), Andrii Veselovskyi, former Ukrainian representative to the EU 
(2008-2010), Mykhaylo Gonchar, director of energy programs at the Nomos Centre, Valeriy Chalyi, deputy 
director general of the Razumkov Centre, Olexandr Sushko, research director of the Institute for Euro-Atlantic 
Cooperation, and Tamara Martsenuk, associate professor at Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and an expert in gender 
studies. 
 
The EU Study Days events will also give Ukrainian students the opportunity to network with officials of 
the Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine and members of the European Parliament. 
 
“EU Study Days won’t be a one-off event, but will hold a series of study sessions to involve as many young 
people as possible from all over Ukraine,” Movchan continues. She adds that the initiative will help “create a 
network of pro-European students and young scholars in Ukraine.” 
 
Participation in the EU Study Days is free of charge. Those wishing to participate are invited to submit a completed 
application form and CV. More information about eligibility and the application process is available on the EU 
Study Days website: http://eustudydays.com/application/ 
 
Deadline for applications: January 20, 2013. 
 
To request additional information, contact the EU Study Days coordination team: 
email: eustudydays@gmail.com phone: 097 321 47 30, 
Website: http://eustudydays.com, Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/EUStudyDays 
 
The project is supported by the Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine. 
 
 
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/documents/virtual_library/association_115x170_uk.pdf
http://eustudydays.com/application/
mailto:eustudydays@gmail.com
tel:097%20321%2047%2030
http://eustudydays.com/
http://www.facebook.com/EUStudyDays


 
 
 
 
 
 
EU TWINNING PROJECT HELPS MODERNISE UKRAINIAN INTERIOR TROOPS 

 
We met with Philippe De Boysere, a colonel in France’s National 
Gendarmerie, and his colleagues in Kyiv to discuss an EU-funded 
Twinning project that aims at modernizing the Ukrainian Interior 
Troops. With its €1.55 million budget provided by the EU, the initiative 
aims to improve the system of Ukraine’s public order protection 
practiced by the Interior Troops of Ukraine’s Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. It also tries to bring Ukrainian practices closer to EU standards 
of protecting citizen rights and freedoms. 
 
“What we are trying to transfer to Ukrainians are the skills to maintain 
order in a soft way, with precise technical gestures, with techniques of 
dealing with the public,” says De Boysere. In addition to heading the 
project, he is also the head of international affairs of the Director 
General’s office  of the National Gendarmerie of the French Interior Ministry. While in Kyiv, De Boysere, in 
collaboration with his colleagues, is transferring his experience to Ukrainians. 

About 100 public order specialists from the EU, particularly from France and Romania, have travelled to Ukraine as 
part of the Twinning project to transfer their skills to their Ukrainian colleagues. A total of 240 Ukrainian interior 
troops instructors have been trained (about 200 of them received certificates and are now qualified to train 
others) in new tactics for maintaining public order, including during mass events like Euro 2012 football games. 
“We trained them how to restrain a person without beating him or her, how to balance action and reaction, using 
armlock instead of a truncheon or a gun,” says Michel Gerber, the Resident Twinning Adviser of the project. 
 
In today’s EU, law enforcement services try to “keep the use of force to the lowest possible level,” says Colonel 
Didier Chipoy, assistant director for multilateral and partnership cooperation of France’s Ministry of Interior and 
supervisor of this Twinning project. He adds that this approach contributes to “making public order forces more 
professional and providing them with efficient equipment.” 
 
The skills the Ukrainian specialists acquire will be further disseminated to their colleagues. “They will bring these 
elements to their respective departments in Ukraine,” says Valeriy Kovaliov who heads the international 
cooperation unit in the Main Department of Interior troops of Ukraine’s Ministry of Internal Affairs. He adds that 
the Ukrainian specialists will “introduce elements of the tactics into the education system.” 
 
In addition to training sessions, the EU experts provided advice for structural changes to the Ukrainian interior 
troops and proposed amendments to the related laws. Changes on the ground, “should be matched with statutes 
and guidelines that will change the whole training system of the interior troops on the legislative level,” says 
Kovaliov. Six study tours of Ukrainian top specialists to EU member states (including France, Germany, UK, Spain, 
Romania) will also contribute to this transformation. “When we change the thinking of the people who are 
directly responsible for the functioning of the whole system, changes will go faster and better,” Kovaliov adds. 
 
The project not only helps change the Ukrainian interior troops from within but also improves their communication 
with society. “A drawback of many of the law enforcement press teams in Ukraine is a lack of multi-year 
planning for communicating with society,” says Victoria Kushnir, head of the press service of the Main 
Department of interior troops. The project helped address this drawback, making the communications of Ukraine’s 
interior troops more open and better planned. During the Euro 2012 football championship, the skills acquired 
through the Twinning project helped the interior troops’ press team provide the necessary information to domestic 
and foreign media. 
 
With this range of activities, the project helps Ukrainian law enforcement services become more efficient and also 
brings them closer to citizens. It contributes to bringing Ukrainian practices more in line with EU standards when 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“expression of freedom is better framed but less repressed,” concludes Michel Gerber. 
 
Background 
 
The EU Twinning project, ‘Contribution to improvement of the system of public order protection by the Interior 
Troops of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine,’ is implemented through cooperation between the Ministries 
of Interior of France, Romania and Ukraine. The EU has contributed €1.55 million to implementing the initiative. 
 
 

EU PROJECTS HELP IMPROVE UKRAINIAN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT STANDARDS 
(WITH VIDEO) 
 

With a helping hand from the EU, Ukraine can reduce energy 
consumption, improve biodiversity and move toward effective waste 
management. These and other issues were highlighted during a press 
conference on Dec. 12 held by EU energy and environment projects at 
the office of the EU Delegation to Ukraine. 
 
“We are working with local communities on a day-to-day basis, helping 
them to solve issues they are facing,” says Simon Pow, team leader of 
an EU waste governance project.* With a budget of €5.9 million, the 
project aims to reduce the environmental and health risks associated 
with inappropriate waste management in seven former Soviet Union 
countries, including Ukraine. Ukraine’s Zakarpatska oblast is one of the 
project’s focus areas. Pow adds that EU experts have developed a 15-

year strategy for the oblast’s administration to, “effectively manage their wastes.” 
 
Link to video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=VfwUf-S2ATM 
 
This pilot oblast faces the challenge of cross-border pollution of the Tisza river basin water resources. “Floating 
waste” is being sent toward EU countries like Hungary and Slovakia. Thanks to the project, the village of 
Kostylivka has become an outstanding example of appropriate separation and collection of solid waste. Pow tells 
that the EU project helped create waste disposal sites and install waste sorting containers and held a campaign to 
raise awareness of waste management among both children and adults. 
 
Link to video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=0tlYJ0ydLr0 
 
In addition to waste management, the rehabilitation of degraded lands is a priority for EU assistance in the 
environment sector. Each year, an additional 100,000 hectares of Ukrainian steppes is damaged, according to 
Victoria Shevchuk, representative of the EU-funded Steppe Biodiversity project.** Shevchuk suggests that by 2025 
the scope of the destruction will equal 10 million hectares: a territory the size of Bulgaria. Illustrating the extent of 
the problem, farmers in Petrivka village (Odessa region) have often slaughtered cattle because there is no space 
for grazing. 
 
The Steppe Biodiversity project aims to restore the depleted and abandoned steppe lands by creating seed banks 
and assisting in the revegetation of non-productive steppe-type pastures. “The restoration of steppes is done in 
order to bring welfare to rural areas,” Shevchuk explains. 
 
Link to video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=f0OUhSYn82k 
 
The idea behind many EU projects is to create an ideal model in one place that can be reproduced elsewhere. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=VfwUf-S2ATM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=0tlYJ0ydLr0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=f0OUhSYn82k


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrii Barulin, expert at an EU project aiming to introduce energy-saving technologies in kindergartens of Gola 
Prystan*** (a town in Khersonska oblast), says that the project succeeded in providing more comfortable 
conditions for children. Aimed at reducing the administration’s heating expenses, the project winterized windows, 
roofs and pipes, installed solar panels to heat water in summer and transitioned buildings to the use of water-
efficient toilets. 
 
Despite these achievements, large-scale nation-wide initiatives are needed in Ukraine to make pilot experiences 
transferrable to other regions. A number of NGOs in Ukraine argue that the energy sector still needs considerable 
changes. 
 
“In our opinion, today’s methods of energy use are harmful to the environment,” says Yuriy Urbanskiy, executive 
director of the National Ecological Centre of Ukraine. He adds that it is possible for renewable energies to make 
up one-third of the total mix of Ukraine’s energy production by 2030 and that the use of heat energy can be 
decreased. 
 
By making these positive changes, Ukraine greens it economy and gets closer to EU standards. 
 
Background 
 
*“Waste Governance – ENPI East” – This project aims to reduce the risks associated with inappropriate waste 
management in the ENPI East region (Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine) that 
create pollution and present environmental hazards to communities and natural resources. Project value: €5.9 
million. More information: http://www.wastegovernance.org/index_eng.html 
 
**“Enhanced Economic & Legal Tools for Steppe Biodiversity Conservation and Climate Change Adaptation and 
Mitigation’’ – This EU project aims to overcome threats to steppe biodiversity. EU contribution to the project 
exceeds €1,4 million (73 per cent of the project’s total budget). The project is implemented by the Ukrainian 
Society For The Protection Of Birds. More information: http://birdlife.org.ua/Stepove-bioriznomanittya 
 
***“Introduction of energy-saving technologies in kindergartens of Gola Prystan” – This project aims to implement 
modern energy-saving technologies in order to reduce energy expenditures, save funds and fuel, and enhance the 
quality of heat supply by installing energy efficient equipment and training personnel on energy-saving techniques. 
The EU’s contribution to the project stands at €176,000 (79 per cent of the project’s total budget).  
 
More information: 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/projects/list_of_projects/281292_en.htm 

 
 

UKRAINE ON ITS WAY TO MEETING ITS AGRICULTURE COMMITMENTS 

 
The prospect of joining a free trade area with the EU holds great promise for the Ukrainian agricultural sector. In 
order to maximize the benefits of these open doors, Ukraine’s long-term agriculture strategy should aim to 
ensure food security, sustainable production and rural employment. The EU is helping Ukraine work toward those 
goals through the ENPARD programme, part of the EU’s commitment to growth and stability in its 
neighbourhood. 
 
Food security, sustainable production and rural employment were just a few of the topics discussed during the 
closing ceremony of the EU-Ukraine Sector-Wide Approach Programme, which supports Ukraine in fulfilling its 
rural sector World Trade Organisation (WTO) and European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) commitments. The 
programme celebrated the results of more than two years of work on Dec. 7 in Kiev. 
 
 

http://www.wastegovernance.org/index_eng.html
http://birdlife.org.ua/Stepove-bioriznomanittya
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/projects/list_of_projects/281292_en.htm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A lot has changed during the four years since the project has started,” 
underlined Tony Wheale, a food safety expert. “Ukraine has moved very 
far forward in developing a modern food safety control system based 
on the principles of food safety ‘from farm to fork’,” he explained. 
 
With its €4.7 million budget, the programme enabled close cooperation 
between experts from Ukraine’s agriculture ministry and their EU 
counterparts in institutional development, food safety, market 
infrastructure development and rural development. 
 
According to Ivan Bisyuk, the Ukrainian first deputy minister of agrarian 

policy and food, further development of agriculture and rural territories is one of the central elements of the EU-
Ukraine Association Agreement. “The agro-industrial complex is a very significant sector of the Ukrainian economy 
and it forms 17 per cent of country’s GDP,” explained Bisyuk. 
 
Ukraine’s enormous agricultural potential, however, coexists with rural 
poverty. In the words of Andrew Rasbash, head of operations of the EU 
Delegation, Ukraine needs, “to develop not just agricultural production, 
but to have a balanced rural development policy to bring wealth to rural 
areas.” 
 
Experts agreed that progress has been made in bringing Ukrainian 
policies and laws around agriculture and rural area development closer to 
those of the EU. Bohdan Drozdovskyi, team leader of the project, 
explained how this progress has opened up more possibilities for 
exporting Ukrainian food to EU countries. He also emphasised the 
growing number of Ukrainian enterprises that use a systematic food 
safety control system to identify and control hazards. 
 
Sergey Chernysh, a key rural development expert, explained how project 
experts helped prepare the “National Concept for Sustainable Rural Development for the period 2020,”which was 
approved by the Ukrainian Cabinet. The strategy they developed based on the national concept should improve 
the competiveness of the Ukrainian agricultural sector, diversify the rural economy, reduce rural poverty, protect 
rural environments and develop rural communities. The Ukrainian Parliament has approved a number of laws 
prepared under the guidance of the project experts, including the law on agricultural wholesale markets and the 
law on agricultural service cooperatives. 
 
Background 
 
The EU-funded project, Implementation of Ukraine’s Commitments under WTO and ENP Frameworks in the Rural 
Sector (Sector-Wide Approach), supports Ukraine in fulfilling its commitments to the WTO regarding changes to 
its agrarian sector. The project’s objective is to promote close collaboration between Ukraine and the EU and 
harmonisation of Ukrainian agrarian sector standards with WTO requirements. 
 
Link: http://www.swap-rural.org.ua/index.html 
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TEMPUS INCREASES ITS BUDGET WITH ITS SIXTH CALL 

 
Ukrainian universities have a unique opportunity to participate in the sixth 
call for proposals of the Tempus IV programme, the EU’s major initiative 
for reforming higher education in partner countries. 
  
The sixth call for proposals (read more on its priorities here) was 
announced on Dec. 5, 2012 with a deadline for submissions of Mar. 26, 
2013. With possible grant amounts from €500,000 to €1.5 million and 
with an eligible project duration of two to three years, Tempus projects 
aim at modernising Ukrainian higher education. 
 
In comparison with the last call, which was worth €29 million, this year’s budget has been increased to €42.35 
million for the Eastern Europe/Caucasus Region, opening new opportunities for high-quality projects. The new call 
will likely result in a higher number of projects than previously funded, say speakers at Tempus Info Day, held on 
Dec. 13 and 14 in Kyiv. 
 
Svitlana Shytikova, director of the National Tempus office in Ukraine, believes that there is a need to create a 
“critical mass” of top-ranking specialists at Ukrainian higher education institutions that will bring these up to par 
with similar institutions in Europe. Tempus works toward achieving that goal: it supports the modernisation of 
higher education in the EU’s neighbourhood and establishes a platform for institutional cooperation that involves 
the EU and partner countries. In Ukraine, Tempus IV has supported 61 projects— 23 of those received financial 
support as a result of the programme’s fifth call for proposals. 
 
In 2014, the Tempus and Erasmus Mundus will be consolidated under Erasmus for All, the EU’s streamlined 
education initiative. This program will bring together all seven EU education, training, youth and sports 
programmes. “All activities and initiatives that are implemented within the framework of the Tempus programme 
will be extended under Erasmus for All, but in a much improved way,” reassures Vira Rybak, sector manager for 
education, science & technology and information society of the EU Delegation to Ukraine. “After all, the new 
programme aims to eliminate the fragmentation of various programs: it will combine education programs, lifelong 
learning and youth-oriented programs,” she adds. 
 
Read more on the sixth call for Tempus project proposals here 
For detailed information on the new call, please contact: 
National Tempus Office in Ukraine 
Tel. +380442866668 +380443322645 
е-mail: tempus@ilid.org.ua website: www.tempus.org.ua 
 

 
COLLEGE OF EUROPE WELCOMES UKRAINIAN STUDENTS 
 
College of Europe, a unique European educational institution, opens doors to students around the world, including 
those in Ukraine. Founded in 1949, the College of Europe offers high-quality academic training and professional 
prospects, attracting students from over 50 countries to study at its Bruges and Natolin (Warsaw) campuses. 
 
“It is a unique educational institution: its graduates are experts from various national backgrounds,” says Tetiana 
Semiletko, who completed postgraduate studies at the College. The College graduates “share a certain common 
culture that can be traced in combination with cosmopolitan thinking an active attitude toward life, and willingness 
to seek consensus with respect to the thoughts of others,” she adds. 
 
 
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/press_corner/all_news/news/2012/2012_12_13_1_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/press_corner/all_news/news/2012/2012_12_13_1_en.htm
mailto:tempus@ilid.org.ua
http://www.tempus.org.ua/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students who participate in College of Europe academic programmes 
develop a deeper understanding of the European dimensions of their 
field of study and first-hand experience in Europe. The one-year 
program, taught in English and French, lasts from September until the 
end of June. At the end of each semester, students take oral and written 
examinations. They are also required to undertake independent research 
in European studies and submit an MA thesis. 
 
The College allows students to “seize the whole scope of European 
studies – EU institutions, various 

policies, legal frameworks, economics, or history of European 
integration,” says Volodymyr Kuzka, alumnus of the programme. He 
adds that during the second semester, students at the Natolin campus 
can opt for courses in one of four major fields, from governance in the 
EU to the European single market. 
 
Studying at the College of Europe is costly— fees can amount to €22,000 
per academic year. However, Ukrainian students are eligible for a special 
scholarship. “Being citizens of Ukraine, we can apply for the European 
Neighbourhood Policy Scholarship, which is a European Commission scholarship programme that covers academic 
expenses, accommodation, meals and travel costs,” mentions Volodymyr Gushuley, College graduate. “During my 
studies in 2010-2011, the European Commission provided six scholarships for Ukrainians studying at the Bruges 
campus of the College,” he adds. 
 

Many Ukrainian alumni of the College have launched successful careers 
after graduation; some of them are involved in international technical 
support projects funded by the EU or other international organizations. “I 
succeeded in joining the Ukrainian-European Policy and Legal Advice 
Centre (UEPLAC-V) team,” Tetiana Semiletko says. ”It was interesting and 
quite easy for me to work as a part of this team of international experts 
thanks to my knowledge of two foreign languages and substantial 
academic training received abroad,” she adds. 
 
Indeed, students studying in Europe are “ambassadors of Ukraine in the 

EU,” says David Stulik, press officer of the EU Delegation to Ukraine. He adds that when they come back home 
they become “EU ambassadors in Ukraine.” 
 
More information 
Deadline for applications this year: January 15, 2013. 
 
Candidates can find all relevant information on admission procedures and the academic process on the College’s 
website at www.coleurope.eu. 
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ANDREA FONTANA: EASTERN PARTNERSHIP IMPROVES DAILY LIFE OF EU NEIGHBOURS 

 
Mr Andrea Matteo Fontana, Head of Unit of Geographical Coordination Neighbourhood East of the European 
Commission, visited Ukraine on Dec. 11-14. Before the visit, he gave an interview to the ENPI-Info centre, the EU’s 
key information hub focused on the European Neighbourhood Policy.  
 
Read below Fontana’s key statements relating to Ukraine from this interview.  

 
On Eastern Partnership: “The Eastern Partnership [covering Ukraine, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, and Moldova] can bring positive 
changes to the daily lives of our neighbours, since a huge chunk of EU 
legislation will be introduced in their countries. This will mean a better 
quality of life (e.g. higher food safety standards), more trade 
opportunities, better business environment, easier travel to the EU, and 
many other very tangible results.”  
 
On EU’s financial support: Since the launch of Eastern Partnership in May 
2009, “over €2 billion has been made available for projects and 
programmes that have a direct or indirect impact on the public [of the 
Eastern Partnership countries]”.  

 
On civil society: “Civil society is one of the key elements of the Eastern Partnership, as illustrated by the launch of 
the Civil Society Forum (CSF).” EU assistance to civil society “now stands at €57.5 million for 2011-2013 for all six 
[Eastern Partnership] countries.”  
 
On success stories:   
“We support an initiative called the Covenant of Mayors, which aims to reduce CO2 emissions in European cities 
by 20 per cent by 2020. So far, 54 cities in the Eastern Partner countries have joined this network embracing 
more than 4,000 cities and 100 regions in Europe.”  
 
“We help to improve forest governance under a project called FLEG” (Forest law enforcement and governance) 
that “helps to preserve forests, which in turn positively impacts on the environment.”  
 
“We help local communities to improve their access to medical services. For example, the medical centre in Bayrak 
village received new medical equipment funded through an EU grant.”  
 
On sectoral budget support: “We support reforms in a specific sector where a partner country has developed a 
‘homegrown’ reform strategy in a key area such as justice, energy, education, health, or agriculture and rural 
development.” But “EU transfers money to support the given sector only if and when the country fulfills its 
reform commitments.” 
 
On “more for more” principle. “The principle means that those who are most advanced on reforms in the area of 
democracy and human rights will get more support, including financial assistance. For this we want to fast-track 
funds provided under the EaPIC, the EaP Integration and Cooperation programme.” 
 
Read the full interview 
The website of the Eastern Partnership 
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http://eeas.europa.eu/eastern/index_en.htm


 
 
 
 
 
 
EASTERN PARTNERSHIP CULTURE PROGRAMME INVITES TO WORKSHOPS 
 

The Regional Monitoring and Capacity Building Unit (RMCBU) of the 
Eastern Partnership Culture Programme launches a call for applications 
for the Cultural Policy Exchange Workshop Cycle 2013. 
 
The workshops will focus on the elaboration and the assessment of 

cultural strategies and policies with the purpose of motivating cultural policy reforms. 
 
The target group of these workshops is culture actors and stakeholders from authorities, public and private 
cultural institutions and civil society of the Eastern Partnership countries. 
 
The current Workshop Cycle 2013 is one of two Culture Policy Exchange Workshop Cycles planned until 2014: 
Workshop Cycle 2013 is scheduled within the period April – October 2013; Workshop Cycle 2014 is planned for 
the period February – June 2014 (a new call for applications to participate in Workshop Cycle 2014 will be 
launched in autumn 2013). 
 
More specifically the two Workshop Cycles will aim at: 
 

• Promoting policy reform and modernization at government level (national and local), capacity building of 
cultural organizations, and “professionalization” of the culture sector in the partner countries; 

• Contributing to exchange of information, experience, and best practices among culture actors at regional 
level and with the EU; 

• Supporting networking of regional initiatives and partnerships, which demonstrate the positive 
contributions of culture to economic development, social inclusion, conflict resolution, and inter-cultural 
dialogue. 

 
In order to apply to the Workshop Cycle 2013 you should submit via e-mail WS2013@euroeastculture.eu the 
following documents:  

1. Application form and CV (the form of these documents could be downloaded here); 
2. Project description (the form of this document could be reached here). 

  
Two working languages will be used during the training – English and Russian. Nevertheless, the documents of 
the application package must be submitted in English. 
 
The deadline for submission of applications is 31 January. 
 
Should you have any questions, after having studied the information and rules contained under the links below, 
please contact Mrs. Tetiana Biletska, the RMCBU Capacity Building Expert at tetiana.biletska@euroeastculture.eu. 
 
The Eastern Partnership Culture Programme aims at assisting the Partner Countries in their cultural policy reform 
at government level, as well as capacity building and improving professionalism of cultural operators in the region. 
The Programme seeks to support regional initiatives which demonstrate positive cultural contributions to economic 
development, social inclusion, conflict resolution and intercultural dialogue. The Programme’s budget is worth EUR 
12 million. 
 
More information: 
This news at the ENPI-Info website 
The website of the Eastern Partnership Culture Programme 
Detailed information about the conditions of participation and selection procedures 
 

 

mailto:WS2013@euroeastculture.eu
http://euukrainecoop.com/Users/Volodymyr/Downloads/euroeastculture.eu/struct_file.php?id=3
http://euukrainecoop.com/Users/Volodymyr/Downloads/euroeastculture.eu/struct_file.php?id=4
mailto:tetiana.biletska@euroeastculture.eu
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id_type=1&id=31701&lang_id=450&utm_source=Oempro&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=Subscriber%23278&utm_campaign=Eastern%20Partnership%20Culture%20Programme%20launches%20call%20for%20cultural%20policy%20exchange%20applicatio
http://www.euroeastculture.eu/en/
http://www.euroeastculture.eu/en/news/view-call-for-applications-for-the-eap-culture-programme-policy-exchange-workshop-cycle-2013.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
APPLY NOW: EAST INVEST INVITES PARTICIPANTS TO ADVOCACY ACADEMY 
 
The East Invest project has launched a call for participants for a 3-day 
East Invest Academy on Advocacy, due to take place on 19-22 February 
in Brussels. 
 
It will include a series of courses dedicated to strengthening advocacy 
and representation skills of business support organisations (BSOs).The courses will be given by experienced BSO 
executives from the EU side of the  
 
East Alliance and by local experts, and will cover a range of topics, namely: 
 

• The importance of lobbying for a BSO; 

• Experience sharing – situation in the 6 countries; 

• Best practice: the Austrian model; 

• Lobby strategies & instruments; 

• Media relations & communications; 

• The potential role of BSOs in the DCFTA process; 

• Experience from Industry federation. 
 
Additionally, a visit to the European Parliament will be organized, during which participants will get an insight into 
the work of the Euronest “and will be able to debate on how their work with businesses in their respective 
countries can contribute to strengthening the civil society dialogue,” the application guidelines say. 
 
Courses will be complemented by practical exercises such as group work, simulation games and case studies. 
 
The Academy targets 25 senior staff from BSOs from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and 
Ukraine involved in lobbying activities back in their home countries. 
 
Selection of participants will be done within a week following the application deadline based on the profiles of 
candidates and their organisation, motivation and regional balance. 
 
Interested candidates should submit the completed application form to EUROCHAMBRES by 20 January 2013 
(inclusive). 
 
East Invest supports economic development and facilitates regional trade through contributing to the 
improvement of the business environment, with an emphasis on SMEs and networking. (EU Neighbourhood Info) 
 
Read more: 
Original of the news (ENPI-Info) 
Press release 
East Invest – BSO consultancy service 
East Invest – BSO Exchange Facility 
East Invest – fiche and news 
EU Neighbourhood Centre interview – East Invest: a two-way street (March 2011) 
 
Useful links:  
For more information on EU-Ukraine relations, consult the following resources 
http://euukrainecoop.com/useful-links/ 

Calendar of past and future events: 
http://euukrainecoop.com/calendar/ 

http://www.east-invest.eu/uploads/EI%20Academy%20on%20Advocacy_%20Feb.%202013_%20Participants%20Application%20Form.doc
http://www.enpi-info.eu/
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=31698&id_type=1&lang_id=450
http://www.east-invest.eu/newsroom/20/19/Recruiting-participants-to-the-East-Invest-Lobby-Academy-19-22-February-2013-Brussels-Belgium
http://www.east-invest.eu/en/activities/for-bsos/EU-Consultancy-service
http://www.east-invest.eu/en/activities/for-bsos/exchange-programmes
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=315&id_type=10
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=427&id_type=6&lang_id=450
http://euukrainecoop.com/useful-links/
http://euukrainecoop.com/calendar/
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