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Dear Minister, Dear Deputy Minister,  

Your Excellences,  

Ladies & gentlemen 

 
 

It is my great pleasure to be part of today's 3
rd

 follow up Meeting 

of the Roma seminar held in 2011. 

 

This meeting offers an excellent opportunity to comprehensively 

review policy recommendations and share information on 

progress achieved.  

 

The European Union is undertaking numerous measures to 

improve the social inclusion and integration of Roma in the 

society.  

 

In the countries of the Western Balkans, the European Union, in 

cooperation with the governments, initiated a series of national 

Roma seminars involving national, local authorities, non-

governmental organisations, donors and Roma representatives, 

thus introducing a new tool in addressing Roma issues.  

 

The recommendations from the previous three events are part 

of an Action Plan which is updated every six months and it is 

published on the websites of the Ministry of Labour and Social 



Policy and Minister without Portfolio Mr. Mustafa. All parties are 

encouraged to provide their comments on the Action Plan in 

order to have a comprehensive document that will be 

successfully implemented. In that way, we will make direct 

impact on the lives of every individual Roma persons.   

  

This event is a unique opportunity for the Government 

representatives to openly discuss Roma issues with the donor 

community and the representatives of the Roma community.  

Knowing that the Roma Strategy is currently under revision, it 

would be beneficial if similar format of regular meetings with 

open discussions and status of play are included in the next 

Strategy. 

 

The European Union will continue monitoring the 

implementation of the Action Plan. It will also serve as one of 

the basic documents for programming the future IPA 

assistance. The status of the Roma is also part of the regular 

country's Progress Report. 

 

Let me conclude by saying that strong political will and 

determination is needed at all levels in order Roma issues to be 

successfully addressed. Improved cooperation between the 

state institutions and appropriate financial allocation is also 

necessary. 

 



On the other hand, there is a need of stronger sense of 

responsibility among the Roma leaders who should be focused 

towards long term structural improvements. 

 

Besides the concrete policy areas we encourage the authorities 

to pay equal attention to issues such as coordination, 

evaluation, monitoring, funding and capacities of institutions. 

 

I wish you a lot of success in achieving the objectives set in the 

Action Plan. 

 

Thank you very much for your attention! 


