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Dear Minister Hani, 

Dear Ms Krliu, 

Dear Mr Emmanouil,  

Dear colleague Ms Sarlamanov, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

 It is my pleasure to be here today to launch another – third 

Call for Project Proposals under the Cross-border 

Cooperation programme with Greece. 

 

 Existence of borders imposes existence of also 

administrative, legal and physical obstacles. They may be 

caused by differences in political institutions, 

administrative systems and procedures, legal structures or 

technical and environmental standards. This makes the 

cooperation across borders a difficult and rarely 

spontaneous process.  

 

 Cross-border cooperation aims to overcome these 

obstacles by     promoting sustainable local development. 

Specifics of each country are taken into account, but also 

the undividable nature and culture. The authorities and 

structures concerned, at different levels of government and 

power, get used to working together. Through joint 

management, mutual trust and understanding are 

strengthened and the cooperation process is enhanced. 
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This is why cross-border Cooperation is a key factor of 

European integration and economic and social cohesion.  

 

 Cross-border cooperation is about empowering the people 

on both sides of the border to cooperate and improve the 

economic, social and environmental conditions of their 

region at local level. They are offered an opportunity to 

improve the living conditions of the population. The 

economic and personal bonds that are being built are 

actually the cornerstones of the future prosperity of their 

region. These are just simple proofs of the ‘multiplier 

effect’ that cross-border cooperation produces. 

 

 Today we are launching the third Call for Call for Project 

Proposals for cross-border cooperation between the two 

neighbouring countries. In the first round 18 projects were 

contracted, totalling to 5 million EUR. Another 20 projects 

were selected in the second round worth almost 17 million 

EUR. Under this third round the EU has reserved a total of 

7,5 million EUR.  

 

 The projects implemented so far range from economic 

cooperation and environmental to tourism development 

and cultural exchange projects. In result, municipalities, 

Chambers of Commerce, health institutions, environmental 

organisations from both sides benefit from fruitful 
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partnerships. But, what was achieved by now would not 

have been possible without the open and strong 

cooperation developed across the border by the respective 

authorities of both countries.  

 

 The great number of people present today is just a 

confirmation of the intention of both countries to continue 

their cooperation, not only the ministries involved, but also 

the many institutions, municipalities, companies and 

NGO's, being the potential partners in the projects under 

this Call. 

 

I wish you every success!  


