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Dear Deputy Prime Minister Besimi, 

Dear Professors, Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is my great honour to be able to take part to the promotion of 

the first degree programme in European Studies which will be 

jointly implemented by the South East European University and 

the University of Ljubljana.  

We have a long standing commitment in supporting the South 

East European University dating back from the date of its 

creation and continuing by supporting the development of its 

academic activities. Therefore, we’re particularly happy to assist 

to the creation of this new program dedicated to European 

studies. 

This joint program with a University of an EU country is an 

example which shows that the European Union is remarkably 

engaged in the reform of the local education system. Education 

plays a strategic role in the socio-economic development of a 

country notably since our economies are firmly based on 

knowledge and innovation.  Educational improvement helps in 

creating and maintaining employment, in facilitating social 

inclusion and in reducing poverty. Overall speaking, it is a 

powerful instrument for strengthening the social and territorial 

cohesion. 
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Further support to higher education is also guaranteed thanks 

to the funds available through our instrument for pre-accession 

assistance (IPA). In the framework of IPA, our focus is on the 

overall modernisation of the system of post-secondary 

education, with particular attention to the preparation of new 

curricula and teaching materials and the training of academic 

staff. Moreover, a special attention is also given on developing 

projects which will stimulate the mobility of academic staff 

notably with reference to private companies and other public 

institutions. More than 20million Euros has been allocated in 

IPA to support education and training in the country. 

I take this opportunity to wish you all the best for the launch of 

this program. It has a particular importance for us since it will 

qualify the students to become professionals on European 

affairs to be employed in international organisations, national 

institutions like the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, media, civil 

society and other organisations.  

Thank you very much for your attention!  


