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Dear Minister Dimovski,  

Dear Mr. Rowlands 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a pleasure to mark the launch of this EU-funded project in 

support of the agricultural sector. 

The project is financed by the European Union with 700.000 

EUR and it is part of our efforts to make the agricultural sector 

fit for EU membership.    

Agriculture plays a key role in rural economies, in the 

management of natural resources and in preserving bio-

diversity and landscapes. Rural areas cover 90% of the 

European Union's (EU) territory, of which more than half is 

cultivated by farmers.  

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) in the EU aims to 

support farmers’ incomes whilst also encouraging them to 

produce high quality products in a more sustainable way.  

Many EU farmers have benefited from grants to modernise their 

farm buildings and machinery, to improve the quality of their 

livestock and the conditions under which they are reared. The 

challenge is to ensure that modernisation will assist farmers to 

become economically competitive and to apply environmentally-

sustainable techniques. 



 

The CAP cannot be efficiently implemented without reliable 

policy and control instruments like the Integrated Administration 

and Control System (IACS).  The Land Parcel Identification 

System (LPIS) is a system which allows calculating subsidies 

and carrying out checks on payments granted to farmers. In 

addition, it delivers valuable information for future policy making 

in the area of agriculture. 

Agriculture is without doubt one of the most difficult parts of the 

accession negotiations. It is also one the most demanding parts 

of EU laws when it comes to implementation.  

Farmers are required to respect a comprehensive set of 

legislation related to food safety, animal health and animal 

welfare, phytosanitary measures and environmental protection. 

The ultimate goal is to provide high-quality and safe food on our 

tables and in the same time to protect our environment. 

For these reasons, but also because agriculture is a very 

important sector for the socio-economic development as well as 

for employment in the country, the EU will continue to provide 

substantial funds for this sector in the years to come.  

The project we launch today will help the National Authorities to 

implement more efficiently the national subsidies programmes, 

direct payments, as well as rural development and other 

national support schemes. Later on, it will help the country in its 



preparation to use European agricultural funds which will be 

available after accession to the European Union. 

Final beneficiaries of this project will be the farmers. They will 

get simplified aid application procedures and improved 

efficiency of controls. 

I wish you a successful work in realization of the project 
objectives. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 


