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Dear Minister Mr. Ristovski, 

Dear Director of the Employment Service Agency, Mr.   

Popovski, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to be with you today to jointly 

share the results of this EU-funded project which 

contributed to increasing the employment of young people, 

long-term unemployed and women. 

 

As we all know, high unemployment is a major challenge for 

the country. Probably, it is even the most important one! 

Therefore, combating unemployment is not only high on the 

political agenda in the EU Member States but it is also a 

priority in the EU support programme which we provide.  

 

At European level, the EU Member States have decided to 

act collectively, as a Union, through the Europe 2020 

strategy which sets out a vision for Europe's social market 

economy for the 21st century. This strategy promotes 

smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. It forms the overall 

framework under which the EU acts to increase 

employment, productivity and social cohesion in the 

European Union. 
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The same objectives and principles are equally valid for all 

countries in the region as part of the reforms needed to 

finalise their European integration process.  

 

Numerous projects are financed by the European Union to 

support the government in its efforts to improve 

employability. In 2007 to 2013, the EU provides a total 

amount of 54 million EUR to support these objectives.  

 

Active labour market policy is relatively new for the country 

but experience in EU Member States has proven that it is a 

powerful tool to successfully combat unemployment, 

increase social inclusion and improve overall economic 

perspectives for citizens. Therefore, supporting the Ministry 

of Labour and Social Policy and the Employment Service 

Agency in successfully implementing active labour market 

measures has been the cornerstone of our current 

assistance. We are proud that we will be presented today 

with the first results of our combined efforts in this field. 

 

Although there were considerable delays in the start-up of 

the project, implementation accelerated over time and by 

today an impressive number of 8400 people were trained 

and could gain valuable working experience under this 

initiative.  
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The EU was topping up the National Operational 

Programme for active labour market measures through a 

direct grant to an Employment Service Agency. This was 

done for the first time. Today, it represents a model to be 

considered for future activities not only in the country but 

also in the region.     

 

Today's event is a good opportunity to highlight the work 

done by all stakeholders, but also to discuss lessons 

learned and experiences gained in view of planning future 

activities – because the EU will continue to support you in 

combating unemployment through active labour market 

policy! 

 

At the end, I would like to thank all parties involved in the 

implementation of this project for their efforts made and 

congratulate them to the successful implementation of the 

project. 

 

Thank you for your attention! 

 


