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WHO Remarks at the Signing Ceremony for the 

Renewed EU/ACP/WHO Partnership Programme 

 

The Guest of Honour, Honourable Deputy Minister for 

Health and Social Welfare, Dr Seif Rashid 

The Ag Permanent Secretary, MOHSW, Mrs Regina 

Kikuli, 

Mr Eric Beaume, Head of Operations, the European 

Union, URT 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The renewed EU/ACP/WHO Partnership for strengthening 

pharmaceutical systems and improving access to quality 

medicines in African, Caribbean and Pacific Island (ACP) 

countries is the follow-on of a 6 years’ collaboration with 

the EC on the EC/ACP/WHO Partnership on Pharmaceutical 

Policies which was finalized in 2010 and included all ACP 

countries.  
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The first partnership has been instrumental to support ACP 

countries to generate reliable medicines information, to 

develop and endorse policies, regulations and best practices 

and to strengthen capacity of the pharmaceutical sector.  

The proposed renewed Partnership will build on this 

momentum, focusing on the implementation of national 

medicines policies, regulations and practices through multi- 

stakeholder policy dialogue, for improving access and use of 

quality assured medicines in African, Caribbean and Pacific 

(ACP) countries. 

The overall objective of this renewed Partnership is to 

contribute to the achievement of health-related MDGs and 

of universal health coverage in African ACP countries by 

improving availability, affordability and use of quality 

essential medicines for priority acute and non-communicable 

diseases thereby contributing to improved cost effective 

health care and better patient health outcomes. 

The renewed partnership will focus on the implementation 

of policies, enforcement of regulations and adoption of best 

practices and on strengthening pharmaceutical systems. The 

5 areas of work (or results areas) are: 
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Result 1: Improved availability and supply of essential 

medicines in national, regional and community health 

facilities in African ACP countries; 

Result 2: Lowering medicines prices, increased 

affordability and advocacy for fair financing schemes for 

medicines to ensure sustainable and equitable access to 

medicines; 

Result 3: Improved quality of medicines and reduced 

occurrence of substandard medicines and of medicines that 

do not meet safety standards;  

Result 4: Improved medicines selection, prescribing, 

dispensing and use and strengthening capacity of health 

care providers; 

Result 5: Improved access to reliable information for more 

transparency, accountability and efficiency of the 

pharmaceutical sector; formulation of evidence based 

policies and monitoring their implementation. 

The EC has contributed 10 million Euro which will be used by 

all the 15 benefiting countries which include Burundi, 

Cameroon, Congo, DRC, Ethiopia, Guinea Conakry, Ghana, 
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Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, Senegal, Tanzania, Togo, Zambia 

and Zimbabwe for the coming 4 years. 

The MOU signed here today shows the shared goals and 

commitment of improving health outcomes, particularly 

among the most vulnerable in Tanzania by the MOHSW and 

its partners present here today. 


