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 FOR KEY TALKS  

  

THE Minister of Energy and Minerals of the United Republic of Tanzania, Hon. Prof. 
Sospeter M. Muhongo, started today (Wednesday 10th April 2013) a three-day visit to the 
European Institutions in Brussels to discuss key issues related to energy development as well 
as current and prospective cooperation in the energy sector with the European Union. 

The Minister is set to meet with top-level EU officials, including the EU Commissioner for 
Development Mr Andris Piebalgs and senior management of the Directorate General for 
Development Cooperation (DEVCO) and the Directorate General for Energy of the 
European Commission. Professor Muhongo will also have political meetings with the 
European External Action Service (EEAS). 

The visit follows a successful joint EU/UN High-Level Sustainable Energy for All mission in 
October 2012 and comes as Government of Tanzania is trying to address major 
constraints that are preventing the energy sector from unleashing its potential contribution in 
support of socio-economic development and poverty reduction.    

Increasing access to reliable, affordable and sustainable energy services is an important 
objective of EU development policy. Ongoing and planned assistance in this sector from the 
EU to Tanzania (excluding bilateral support from Member States) amounts to EUR 25 
million with focus on rural electrification (both "on grid" and "off grid") and renewable 
energies, but also including the development of capacities in the oil and gas sector.  EU 
support equally comprises a EUR 102 million contribution from the European Investment 
Bank to the Backbone Transmission Project Iringa-Shinyanga. Discussion in 
Brussels will focus on possible future further engagement of the EU to promote investments 
and reforms in the energy sector. 

The  high level delegation from Tanzania, which also includes senior staff from TANESCO 
and the Tanzanian Petroleum Development Corporation (TPDC) will visit various European 
private sector associations, including the Association of European gas producers and 
distributors, the Association of European electricity producers and distributors, the 
Association of European electricity systems operators, and the Council of European energy 
regulators.  

 
 
 
For more information contact: 
Tom Vens, Head Political, Press and Information Section EU Delegation to Tanzania   
Tom.VENS@eeas.europa.eu  
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/tanzania/index_en.htm   
 


