
On Friday June 21, 2013 the Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Tanzania, 

Ambassador Filiberto Ceriani Sebregondi, granted an interview to the News Editor of the 

Weekend Citizen newspaper, Constantine Sebastian on his view over the recent reports of 

rising state of violence in the country the most recent being the Arusha bomb blast. The 

interview was published in the Citizen on Saturday June 22, 2013. Below is the full 

interview;    

 
1.  What is the EU position on the Chadema/Police debacle? 

  

The European Union and its Member States condemn the attack at a political rally in Arusha on 

Saturday 15 June and offer their condolences to the bereaved families and their sympathy to the 

people who sustained injuries in the attack. We call upon all stakeholders to exercise restraint and to 

put everything in place to preserve and promote an environment of peace, security and tolerance.  

This is essential to further the development of the democratic process in Tanzania. This incident and 

other forms of violence occurred on the eve of local by-elections; in the perspective of further by-

elections, of the Constitutional Referendum of 2014 and of the general elections of 2015 it is the 

interest of all Tanzanians to protect peace and the free exercise of democratic rights by everybody. 

 

The European Union also urges the authorities to make every effort to ensure justice is served and 

for the perpetrators of this and past attacks to be brought to book. The authorities have put a reward 

for those who may provide useful information to prosecute the culprits. It is therefore our hope that 

anybody who may have evidence on the facts, deliver them following the due legal process and with 

all the guarantees that the rule of law may provide. 

  

2. And how does it view the recent trend of bombings in the country? 
  

Bomb attacks which occurred in Arusha on May 5th and on June 15th are very worrisome 

developments. They also followed another escalation of violence that saw premeditated killings in 

the early months of this year. For a traditionally stable, tolerant and peaceful country such as 

Tanzania, this is a serious setback. Whatever link might exist or not among these events it is in the 

interest of all Tanzanians that the perpetrators are identified and prosecuted, so that impunity does 

not encourage them to continue. Some international partners have supported Tanzania Police 

in parts of the investigations; this may prove to be a useful contribution to the ascertainment of the 

truth. 

  

3.   Are they politically motivated or just isolated incidents of terrorism? 
  

There is a widespread notion that some politicians are manipulating otherwise peaceful divides, such 

as religion or geography, to gain political strength through chaos. So far, no concrete evidence have 

been provided to support this belief, except in the case of the arrest of one MP in Mtwara, accused 

of being an instigator of the violence that occurred last month. There are also suspicions of terroristic 

groups who try to destabilise Tanzania, using modalities of attack that have been observed in Kenya 

or Uganda. It is difficult to draw conclusions in this regard, without the comfort of successful 

investigations. In any event, the EU considers that fuelling conflicts by deliberately exasperating 

religious or political differences is suicidal for the entire country. Tanzania has always benefitted 

from its stability and peaceful environment, for instance by receiving sustained flows of 

international assistance and the visits of millions of tourists. I do not believe that any serious person 

would like to see these flows to diminish just to gain personal advantage or power in the short run. 

  



4. To what extent do the blasts affect Tanzania’s image and its status of being a peaceful 

and stable country? 

  
It is indeed a bad signal that the blasts occurred in the Safari capital on the eve of the touristic 

season. Certainly, visitors will be worried if they see this happens more frequently. Already the 

international residents in Arusha had to activate contingency plans during the disorders of this week. 

More generally, violence that affected two typical touristic destinations such as Zanzibar and Arusha 

have the capacity to tarnish the image of Tanzania as a peaceful country and a touristic destination. 

This might have very negative consequences in the future. Also the lack of security in the streets of 

large cities like Dar es Salaam might contribute to a possible deterioration of Tanzania's 

attractiveness. This is why last month, together with my fellow Ambassadors of EU countries in 

Tanzania, we met with the Minister of Home Affairs, Dr. Emmanuel Nchimbi, and top Police bosses, 

to convey our concerned message about the overall situation in Tanzania. 

  
5. How can the EU help to deal with the situation? 

  

The European Union maintains active channels of dialogue with the official authorities and with a 

vast array of stakeholders, including political and religious leaders, civil society, etc. We always 

convey the message - often in private, sometimes on the media - that preserving peace and 

consolidating democracy requires a constant effort of dialogue among stakeholders, that the respect 

of human rights and the strict application of the rule of law are paramount. The EU has issued public 

statements to defend press freedom, when attacks to journalists seemed to become worryingly 

frequent; and to defend religious tolerance and freedom of belief when attacks on religious leaders 

became also frequent. Now we call upon all political parties to exercise restraint, to abide by the law 

and to find common ground rules through dialogue if they want to preserve peace and democracy in 

this country. Tanzania is giving a good example with her Constitutional Review process; it is laying 

down the foundations for a new, more progressive and modern social contract among its citizens. 

Let's not damage such an inspirational process by blurring the start of the second half century of 

independence with blood and intolerance. 

  

6. Is the government doing enough to arrest the trend and get to the root of the matter? 

  

It is unfortunate that a sequence of violence has not seen conclusive investigations and judicial 

processes. From the beating of Dr. Stephen Ulimboka and of Absalom Kibanda, to the attack 

and killing of religious leaders, to the last two bombings, clear investigation results and prosecutions 

would have had a strong deterrent effect on new forms of violence and would help ending impunity. 

We know that the Police and other security agencies are working hard to find the culprits, so it is our 

hope that soon some light would be shed on these incidents. Apart from investigations, going to the 

root cause of the matter is also about dialogue and communication to reach out to the people, the 

religious communities and to give answer to their aspirations. But this is a much wider endeavour. 

  
7. Last but not least comment on the state of politics in the country and who should do 

what to improve things. 
  
When in a country there is some unrest it is always the primary responsibility of the authorities to 

provide response. It is the State which should put in place the right process to ensure the respect of 

rights of the people and the rule of law. However, also civil society stakeholders have a role to play in 

calling for mutual understanding among communities that might have points of frictions. Here is 

where religious leaders, political parties, and media houses have an important say. In the specific 

circumstances of these days, we urge all political parties to publicly denounce all acts of violence and 

to actively engage with their supporters to avoid an escalation of tension and violence.  



 

The EU will also support a Democratic Empowerment Programme through UNDP to accompany the 

electoral cycle in 2014 and 2015. We will therefore step up our engagement with political parties and 

the media to consolidate democracy, tolerance, press freedom and respect for human rights in this 

country. 

 


