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I am extremely pleased to be with you today, for the signature ceremony 

of an important Memorandum of Understanding between the EU, the 

World Health Organisation and the Government of Tanzania, aiming at 

strengthening pharmaceutical systems and improving access to quality 

medicines in Tanzania.  This will give a new impetus to an already strong 

partnership between us. 

This event takes place a few days after the visit to Brussels of Minister 

Mwiny, Minister for Health and Social Welfare, who attended a High Level 

Seminar on Nutrition. He had an opportunity on this occasion to engage 

with high level officials from the EU, notably on the continued partnership 

between the EU and Tanzania. 

Honourable Deputy Minister, Ladies and Gentlemen 

The World health Report (2010) recognizes the need to strengthen health 

delivery systems, particularly primary health care and primary level 

services and expands the access to medical products.  

Tanzania has achieved improvements in the delivery of health services 

and the health standards.  The rate of child mortality for instance has 

dropped by 30% in the last decade.  Part of this performance is explained 

by the sustained increase in public spending, which is now similar to other 

countries in the region.  Government has focused on building up the 

health workforce and on delegating increasing responsibilities to local 

governments, notably in the area of primary health care.  

 

Yet, there are a number of weaknesses in the fiscal management of the 

health sector that contribute to limited performance in the use of health 

workers, the misallocation of drugs and equipment, and the deterioration 

of existing infrastructure.  A public expenditure study published last year 

by the Tanzanian authorities recommends increasing the budget for 

essential medicines together with reforms in Medical Stores Department 

management. 
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By signing today this Tripartite Memorandum, we are on one hand 

implementing the 2nd Joint Africa-EU Strategy Action Plan to enhance 

MDGs in the health sector, and at the same time we are committing 

together with local partners to improve the health outcomes in Tanzania 

through a set of very concrete measures, which will lead to:  

• Improved availability and supply of essential medicines to the 

population,  

• Lower medicine prices and improved mechanisms for financing and 

coverage of essential medicines in social protection schemes, 

• Improved quality and safety of medicines, 

• Improved governance of the pharmaceutical sector and access to 

reliable information on its standing, policies and plans. 

The overall contribution from the EU for this Program in Africa amounts up 

to 9,8 millions EUROS, approximately 20,5 billions of Tanzanian Shillings. 

It focuses on 15 countries with a substantial amount of the funding in 

support to activities in Tanzania.  

Honourable Deputy Minister, Ladies and Gentlemen 

As you may know, aside from contributing to this programme, the EU has 

also financed recently a stand alone project that broadly supports the 

goals of the programme as well as achievement of health-related MDGs in 

African ACP countries.  I refer here to the ARV (Anti Retroviral Treatment) 

facility built near Arusha that will provide locally produced ARV drugs for 

some 80,000 AIDS patients thus reducing Tanzania's dependence on 

pharmaceutical products coming from abroad.  The project included also 

an extensive capacity building programme, based on WHO standards, for 

the pharmaceutical industry personnel of Tanzania and the EU contribution 

to this project amounted to nearly 5 million euro (€4,99m). 
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Honourable Deputy Minister,  

I am convinced that the commitment and the determination of your 

Ministry to address these strategic challenges together with the high level 

technical support of WHO will contribute to increase health care coverage 

to the majority of Tanzanian Citizens and by doing so improve well being 

and reduce poverty. 

As an important budget support partner of Tanzania, the EU Delegation 

will continue to follow with particular interest broader developments in the 

health sector, in particular with a focus on improved performance and 

demonstrating results.   

Finally, the EU Delegation stands ready to engage with Government and 

WHO on any of the issues pertaining to the MOU now endorsed by us. 

 

Asanteni sana. 

 


