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SPEECH BY COMMISSIONER ANDRIS 

PIEBALGS, AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE 

SWAYA FACILITY (MBEYA URBAN PROJECT) 

JULY 22, 2012 

 

Your Excellency President of the United 

Republic of Tanzania, Jakaya Kikwete  

Honourable Minister for Water, Prof. 

Jumanne Maghembe  

Honourable District Commissioners, 

Your Excellency, Ambassador of Germany 

Mr. Claus Peter Brandes,  
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EU Ambassador, Mr. Filiberto Sebregondi, 

Invited Guests, 

Members of the Press, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is with great pleasure that I participate 

today at the inauguration of the Mbeya 

Urban Water Supply and Sanitation 

project and specifically at the water 

treatment plant in Swaya.   
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This event is just one of the many 

examples of that testify to the very 

important partnership between the EU 

and Tanzania based on the common goal 

of working towards the welfare and the 

economic growth of this country and its 

population.   

 

The Facility we are inaugurating today will 

provide safe drinking water to 140.000 

people in Mbeya city and will also benefit 

local industries.  
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This Facility has been constructed under 

the Mbeya Urban Water Supply and 

Sanitation project, a project implemented 

with the financial assistance of the 

European Union, with funds from both 

the European Development Fund and 

the German cooperation that will provide 

access to safe drinking water to 490.000. 

The EU support has not only been used 

for this water treatment plant but also to 

expand the water distribution network 

and to rehabilitate the sewerage 

treatment network. 

In total, the EU support reached more 

than 1.1 million final beneficiaries in 

Mbeya, Iringa and Mwanza.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Access to safe and clean water and basic 

sanitation facilities is essential to 

eradicate poverty.  

Reducing by 50% the proportion of people 

without sustainable safe drinking water 

and basic sanitation by the year 2015 is a 

key Millennium Development Goal that 

we all share.  

Have we lived up to these high 

expectations? Partially.  
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Worldwide the sanitation targets remain 

off track with 63% of people having 

access to improved sanitation. If the trend 

continues, the number of people without 

access to basic sanitation will in fact 

increase to 2.7 billion by 2015 due to the 

population growth. People living in rural 

areas are particularly disadvantaged. 

 

On the positive side, the MDG target on 

sustainable access to drinking water 

has been achieved five years before the 

deadline of 2015. At the end of 2010, 89% 

of the world’s population used improved 

drinking water sources.  
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Tanzania is no exception to these 

global trends. The access to improved 

sanitation is not progressing sufficiently 

rapidly to allow meeting the 2015 target. 

However, good progress has been made 

to increase access to drinking water, 

especially in urban areas.  

 

The EU has significantly contributed to 

this achievement, in Tanzania and 

worldwide. Indeed, between 2004 and 

2009, thanks to our support, more than 32 

million people have gained access to 

improved water supply and 9 million to 

sanitation facilities worldwide.  
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And I am proud to remind that today, the 

European Union provides close to EUR 

1.5 billion each year for water and 

sanitation programs in developing 

countries - making it the biggest 

contributor.  

 

The Mbeya Urban Water Supply and 

Sanitation project is therefore part of the 

larger effort to promote the achievement 

on the MDGs. 
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Against this international scenario, I would 

like to acknowledge the efforts of the 

Government of Tanzania to improve 

water supply and sanitation in the country.  

• 83% of urban population had access 

to improved drinking water in 2009 

(against a baseline in 1990 of 68%).  

• The situation has also improved for 

rural population, although not at a 

comparable rate: 57.1% of the rural 

population access to improved 

drinking water (it was only 51% in 

1990).  
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The situation is more challenging for the 

sanitation target, and with current 

projections the MDG target will not be 

met.  

The European Union is ready to assist 

further the Tanzania people to improve 

water supply and sanitation standards.  

A new program called MDG Initiative is 

being finalized and will provide an 

additional 51 M€ (more than 101 billion 

Shillings) to assist Kigoma, Lindi and 

Sumbawanga Towns cities.  
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Your Excellency Mr. President,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

Let me finish by thanking you for 

accepting to grace this important event 

and also for the efforts that the 

Government of Tanzania is investing 

to ensure improved access to water 

and sanitation services to the people 

of this country.  

 

Rest assured that the European Union 

will always be committed to support 

Tanzania in fulfilling this challenging 

cause. 
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