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SPEECH BY MR. FILIBERTO CERIANI SEBREGONDI, AMBASSADOR OF 
THE EUROPEAN UNION TO TANZANIA AT THE SIGNING CEREMONY OF 

AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
INITIATIVE FOR IMPROVED ACCESS TO DRINKING WATER AND 

SANITATION IN TANZANIA 

DAR ES SALAAM DECEMBER 6, 2012 

 

Honourable Director KfW (Dr. Klaus Muller),  

Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Water (Eng. Christopher Sayi),  

Ministry of Water Officials 

Managing Directors of the Water Utilities 

German Development Cooperation Officials 

Members of the Press, 

Invited Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen  
 

It is my great pleasure to take part in this important event. Indeed, it is a 

great honour to sign this agreement between the European Union and KfW 

in support of the country's Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Initiative 

for improved access to drinking water and sanitation.  

 

Allow me a brief reference to the history of this Iniative around the World 

and  in Tanzania. 

 

The European Union believes that access to improved water and sanitation 

facilities leads to improved health as targeted under MDG. As the world 

leading donor contributing with around 56 percent of the total global aid, the 

European Union and its Members States remains firmly committed to 

support the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. This 

is why water and sanitation have remained to be a priority under our 

partnership with Tanzania, which is clearly confirmed by the significant 

number of projects (more than 40 projects) funded by EU (more than 80 

Million EUR) over the last decade and their total value.  
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The MDG Initiative was announced by European Commission President 

José Manuel Barroso at the United Nations High Level Summit in 

September 2010. Under the Initiative, the European Union decided to 

dedicate up to Euro 1 billion to advance progress on the most off-track 

MDGs in African, Caribbean and Pacific partner countries, in recognition of 

their performance, engagement and needs. Fifty six proposals from African, 

Caribbean and Pacific countries were received in response to this Initiative. 

Proposal from Tanzania was amongst thirty five that qualified for funding. 

 

Through the agreement, the European Union has agreed to provide Euro 

51.51 million (approximately Tshs. 108 billion) to support improved access 

to drinking water for an estimated 500,000 people and access to sanitation 

services for some 140,000 inhabitants of the towns of Lindi, Sumbawanga 

and Kigoma. The Financing Agreement with the Government of Tanznaia 

was signed during the visit of the European Commission President, Mr Jose 

Manuel Barroso, to Tanzania in July 2012  

 

Today, I am honoured to take in the signature of a Delegation Agreement 

with KfW, for an amount of €51.26 Million, to manage and implement the 

programme activities in Lindi, Sumbawanga and Kigoma. 

 

The delegation agreement with KfW puts in practice the principles agreed in  

international fora (Paris, Accra and Busan) to promote the aid effectiveness 

through donoe coordination and Division of Labour. Furthermore, the 

present agreement represents the result of a long and steady cooperation 

between EU and Germany in the water sector in Tanzania. 

 

By further  contribution of Germany, with EURO 20 Million, the project will 

allow supplying potable water and sanitation to two more towns, namely 

Babati and Mtwara, to ultimately reach 960.000 beneficiaries. The joint 
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implementation of the overall project by GoT and KfW will allow maximum 

efficiency and speedy execution of the works. 

 

However, even more challenges are now ahead! The tight schedule for 

implementation does not allow significant deviations from the defined 

timeline. The results expected will have to be achieved by 2015, the 

deadline for the MDG) and this entails constant monitoring of activities and 

effective steering if things do not go according to plan. The commitment and 

close cooperation among all stakeholders – even on a daily basis - will be 

absolutely crucial to deliver intended results in time!  

Before I conclude, allow me now to thank all the stakeholders that were and 

are involved in this programme; 

- Colleagues and partners from the Ministry of Water and the utilities from 
Kigoma, Sumbawanga, Lindi, Mtwara, Babati 

- Colleagues and partners from the Ministry of Water, 

- Representatives of KfW from Dar es Salaam office, as well as from 
Frankfurt. Headquarters  

- Colleagues of the Delegation of the European Union to Tanzania. 
 

 

Ahsanteni kwa kunisikiliza   


