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STATEMENT BY HON. SAMIA SULUHU HASSAN, MINISTER OF 

STATE – VICE PRESIDENT’S OFFICE UNION AFFAIRS, ON THE 

AWARD OF THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 2012, TO THE EUROPEAN 

UNION, 10THDECEMBER, 2012. 

 

Your Excellency Filiberto Cerian Sabregondi, Ambassador, and Head 

of European Union Delegation to Tanzania, 

Your Excellencies Heads of European Union Missions to Tanzania, 

Your Excellencies Ambassadors and High Commissioners, 

Members of Diplomatic Corps, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

On behalf of the Government and people of the United Republic of 

Tanzania and indeed on my own behalf, allow me first of all, to extend to 

you and to the other European Union Member States, our warm 

congratulations and best wishes for the honor granted to the European 

Union in receiving the Nobel Peace Prize for the year 2012.  

We all know that the well deserved honour is a result of the recognition 

of the European Union’s outstanding contribution to peace and 

reconciliation, democracy and human rights as well as the integrity and 

unity of Europe. As President Jose Manuel Barroso said “the award proved 

that European body was something very precious”.  
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Knowing what the award signifies in the contemporary world, this 

remarkable achievement is an inspiration to us all particularly in matters 

pertaining to good governance, democracy and peace. 

 

Your Excellency 

 

All of us who believe in a world free from violence and war applaud 

European Union today, with the respect and honour that the Union 

deserves. As records show since the Nobel Peace Prize Award was 

established in 1901 only 93 Prizes have so far been awarded. It may 

therefore not have been an easy path for the European Union to reach 

this far.  

 

Your Excellency, 

 

I am confident when I say that, the world recognizes the true value of the 

tremendous efforts made the by European Union in transforming Europe 

from a continent of War to a continent of Peace. Thanks to the European 

Union, today, war in Europe is unthinkable; conflict is a thing of the past; 

democracy is well established; and reconciliation is a reality.  No doubt 

the European Union as a bloc is increasingly becoming stronger, more 

unified and stable. 
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Your Excellency 

 

As you rightly said, today 10thDecember, 2012 has also coincided with 

the International Day for Human Rights under the theme of “Political 

Participation”. I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate the 

commitment of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania to 

the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in accordance with the 

African Charter on Human and Peoples rights as provided for in article 6 

of the Treaty. 

 

Your Excellency 

 

On the bilateral front, the European Union is Tanzania’s key 

development partner both in terms of magnitude and financial support. 

Over the years, the unwavering cooperation between the European 

Union and Tanzania has remained steadfast and grown stronger, at 

every stage. 

The European Union has generously continued to support Tanzania 

particularly in agriculture, infrastructure (roads), water, energy and 

trade sectors, as well as matters pertaining to integration. 
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Let me, therefore, avail this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude 

and appreciation for the European Union’s invaluable assistance which 

has enabled the Government of Tanzania in many ways undertake socio-

economic development programs for sustainable development.  

 

Your Excellency, 

With these few remarks, allow me to conclude by once again reaffirming 

my Government’s continued desire and commitment to work closely 

with the European Union in further strengthening and consolidating the 

existing cooperation and partnership.  

 

Thank You for your attention.  

 

Asanteni Sana 

 

. 


