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EU celebrates 2012 Nobel Peace Prize in Dar es Salaam  

 
TODAY the Nobel Prize Committee presents to the European Union the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of over 

six decades' contribution to the advancement of peace and reconciliation, democracy and human rights in Europe. The 

Prize Award Ceremony takes place in Oslo, Norway.  

The three Presidents of the European Commission, of the Council of Ministers and of the European Parliament, Mr. José 

Manuel Barroso, Mr. Van Rompuy and Mr. Martin Schulz will receive the Nobel Peace Prize.   

"It is a great honour and also an emotional moment for me to witness this day and to celebrate the award of the Nobel 

Peace Prize 2012 to the European Union. The institutions which I represent in Tanzania, the EU Members States and - I 

would say - the European citizens at large are very proud of this recognition," said Mr. Filiberto Ceriani Sebregondi, the 

EU Ambassador to Tanzania. 

Mr. Sebregondi added that the European Union construction during the 55 years from its foundation by six countries 

represents the most successful Peace project the world has witnessed in modern times and which could be taken as an 

example by other parts of the world where war and turmoil are still ravaging people's lives.  

Besides, the democratic foundations of the EU institutions have provided a formidable inspiration for countries living 

without freedom or in high risk of destabilisation. Even neighbouring countries have experienced, through the 

negotiation to access the EU, progressive opening and modernisation of their societies. 

 

He noted that the today's event coincides with the celebrations to mark the International Day for Human Rights and said 

that the EU is at the forefront of the international effort to preserve and develop the fundamental Human Rights and 

Freedoms giving as an example the recently adopted Action Plan on Human Rights by the European Union. The Action 

Plan engages the EU to step up efforts to promote freedom of expression, opinion, assembly and association, the fight 

against all forms of discrimination and the support to human rights defenders. 

Ambassador Sebregondi disclosed that the Delegation of the  EU together with EU Member States Missions in Tanzania 

have organised a special reception in Dar es Salaam to celebrate this august occasion to which Vice President of the 

United Republic of Tanzania, Hon. Dr. Harib Bilal is going to be the Guest of Honour.    

Background 

On 12 October 2012 the Nobel Prize Committee decided to award the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize to the European Union 

for over six decades' contribution to the advancement of peace and reconciliation, democracy and human rights in 

Europe.  

The Commission has formally accepted the prize money on behalf of the European Union and states that the 

approximate €930, 000 will be allocated to children that are most in need. In the coming weeks, the Commission will 

decide on the details of the project, including the precise terms of reference, beneficiaries' selection process and legal 

and budgetary aspects.  

The Nobel Peace Prize consists of an amount of SEK 8 million, a medal and a diploma. The medal and the diploma will 

be kept by the European Union institutions on behalf of the European Union. 
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