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PRESS RELEASE 

TANZANIA, EUROPEAN UNION SIGN A EURO 51.51 MILLION AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT 
MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS INITIATIVE FOR IMPROVED ACCESS TO DRINKING 

WATER AND SANITATION 

TODAY the European Union and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania have signed an agreement 
worth Euro 51.51 million (approximately Tshs. 108 billion) Tanzania in the framework of its Millennium Development 
Goals Initiative. The funds will support improved access to drinking water for an estimated 500,000 people and access 
to sanitation services for some 140,000 inhabitants of the towns of Lindi, Sumbawanga and Kigoma, based on a 
proposal from the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania discussed with relevant stakeholders. 

The signing ceremony was held at the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning in Dar es Salaam where the 
Government of the United Republic of Tanzania was represented by Dr. Servacius Likwelile, the Ministry's Deputy 
Permanent Secretary whereas the Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Tanzania, Ambassador Filiberto 
Ceriani Sebregondi represented the EU.   

This intervention, funded from the 10th European Development Fund (EDF), is additional to the EURO 555 million 
financial envelope under the Country Strategy and National Indicative Programme for Tanzania and is meant to boost 
efforts to achieve MDG 7 on environmental sustainability by 2015. 

Ambassador Sebregondi said: "The European Union, as the world leading donor contributing with around 56 percent 
of total global aid, remains firmly committed to support the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015"  

On his part, Dr. Likwelile appreciated the support by the European Union to efforts by the Tanzanian Government in 
improving lives of its people through the attainment of the MDGs. Tanzania is on track in attaining MDGs on universal 
education and reduction of child mortality rate. However, the country still lags behind in terms of poverty reduction, 
gender equality, maternal mortality, access to safe drinking water, reduction of malnutrition and prevalence of 
HIV/Aids rates.' 
  
Background 

The MDG Initiative was announced by European Commission President José Manuel Barroso at the UN High Level 
Summit of September 2010. Under the Initiative the European Union decided to devote up to Euro 1 
billion to advance progress on most off-track MDGs in African, Caribbean and Pacific partner countries, in recognition 
of their performance, engagement and needs. Fifty six proposals from African Caribbean and Pacific countries were 
received. Proposals from Tanzania were amongst thirty five that qualified for funding. 

Access to drinking water and basic sanitation are essential in the fight against poverty. Millions of people, especially 
children, die each year from diseases related to unsafe water, or for lack of access to water. Millions more are forced 
to waste whole days of work or school just to fetch water from remote locations. The numbers of those forced to 
emigrate by drought and climate change climb every year.  Despite overall progress in drinking water coverage and 
basic sanitation provision, in developing countries entire areas, especially rural, are lagging behind. 

 


