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Promoting human rights, democracy and rule of law across the globe lies at the hearth of the European 
Union (EU) development policy.  

As we celebrate today International Women’s Day, we reaffirm our firm commitment to gender equity, 
women empowerment and child protection as fundamental human rights and key drivers in the worldwide 
fight to reduce poverty and achieve sustainable and equitable growth. 

Two years on from the adoption of the EU Action Plan on Gender Equity and Women Empowerment in 
Tanzania, considerable efforts have been made by the Tanzanian Government and its partners towards 
equal rights and access for women and girls to basic health and education, improved employment 
opportunities and livelihood. 

Nevertheless, it is a fact that Violence against Women and Children remains one of the most widespread 
and aberrant breaches in human rights, generally as well as in Tanzania.  

All over the world millions of adolescent girls and women live in poverty, experience gender 
discrimination and inequality, and are subject to violence, abuse, and exploitation. The result is not only 
the suffering of girls themselves, but a continuing cycle of oppression and abuse. Violence is not only a 
major cause of death and disability, but it is also a leading factor in global poverty and insecurity. 
Investment in education and health are essential, but so too is promotion of human rights, democracy and 
rule of law, support to improved access to Justice and mechanisms that can effectively prosecute 
perpetuators. 

The EU has strengthened its own legislation to combat discrimination and violence against women and 
children and will continue to provide a strong and unequivocal response to the violation of their human 
rights. 

In foreign policy, by adopting EU guidelines to combating Violence Against Children, Women and All Forms 
Of Discrimination, the European Union has made a political and long-term commitment to combating 
violence against women and children. While acknowledging the distinctive needs and differences of the 
two vulnerable groups, the EU urge for complementary and intertwined strategies. 

The EU praises the important efforts deployed over the last decade in Tanzania and Zanzibar, and wishes 
to commend the leadership shown by the highest National Authorities, and the passionate commitment 
endeavored the National Police Forces, the Legal Sector institutions, the members of the National Multi-
Stakeholders Committees to fight Violence Against Women and Children as well as all human rights 
activists.  

Today, it is also the launch of an EU-funded Action Aid program to combat Violence Against Women in 
Zanzibar. The European Union renews its strong commitment to combating violence against children and 
women, and to supporting country-led initiatives to prevent violence, protecting and supporting victims, 
promoting access to justice and care services and combating the impunity of the perpetrators of these 
intolerable crimes.  

In Zanzibar on March 8, 2012 
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