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Dear reader, 

 

The diplomatic 

activity in Dar Es 

Salaam has recov-

ered fully after the 

end of year season 

with the Sherry 

Party hosted by 

H.E. President 

Kikwete at State House on March 14
th

. On that occa-

sion the President presented, although with humble 

language, a positive record of Tanzania in 2012 with 

regard to economic development, political stability, 

and regional affairs. He was visibly proud of these 

achievements; however, he also referred to divisive 

incidents on religious ground and made a strong ap-

peal and commitment to avoiding any disruption of 

national unity and harmony. The European Union fully 

supports this view since stability, peace, national 

unity, and I would say regional integration, are abso-

lutely necessary to foster the development and the 

wellbeing of the Tanzanian people. Going down the 

road of division and violence on the basis of different 

religion or ideology would only bring suffering and 

disruption. 

 

Unfortunately, we have witnessed in the first few 

months of 2013 further occasions of unrest or vio-

lence both in Mainland and in Zanzibar. From Mtwara 

incidents around the future of the gas industry, to 

religion based violence in Geita and in Zanzibar, the 

sense from an external observer is that the expecta-

tions of the people with regard to their economic, 

political, and even religious rights have gone so high 

that many occasions become the pretext to express 

angry and frustration. This is certainly not a good 

trend. Even worst is when violence escalates to cold 

executions as it happened in Zanzibar on Feb 17
th

 with 

the killing of Father Mushi. For this reason the EU and 

its Member States, with the association of Norway 

and Switzerland, issued on Feb 18
th

 an official state-

ment condemning the escalation of attacks against 

both Christian and Muslim clerics and calling for re-

suming intensive interfaith dialogue as the only way 

to resolve differences and defuse tensions. The EU 

also called on the authorities to take all the necessary 

prevention and prosecution measures and reaffirmed 

its attachment to the right of any human being to 

practice his own religious belief without limitation or 

threat. We consider it as an issue of universal human 

right to which all member countries of the UN 

have committed to. As a follow up to the EU 

statement, together with the French and the 

Italian Ambassadors, I went subsequently to 

Zanzibar to hold meetings with the authorities 

and the religious leaders. Our messages have 

been listened and appreciated and we hope that 

both law enforcement and interfaith dialogue 

will be strengthened on the archipelago. We also 

discussed with the authorities the unfortunate 

raise in criminal thefts and attacks, which may 

have pernicious consequence on the so impor-

tant tourism industry. 

 

This edition of the newsletter also reports on 

more positive notes: the celebration of the 

Peace Nobel Prize to the EU and the display of 

the biggest banner in Dar Es Salaam (35 sqm) to 

showcase this award. The EU family is very 

proud of this recognition and we commit to 

strengthen even more our fundamental pacific 

and democratic values as we further continue 

our journey to a united and prosperous Europe. 

The Eurozone crisis is now progressively being 

managed, but the political waves it propagated 

in the continent are just starting. Not only the 

UK, but other EU Member Countries, will un-

dergo difficult political consultations, which will 

in the end hopefully shape a better Europe 

closer to the heart and aspirations of the people. 

 

The EU continues to be active on other global 

issues such as Climate Change, as explained by 

the EU Commissioner Hedegaard in her assess-

ment of the Doha Conferences on Climate 

Change; on the protection of Intellectual Prop-

erty Rights as showcased in Zanzibar with the 

signature of a Memorandum of Understanding 

between Africa and the EU; and in Tanzania as 

illustrated with the articles on Water supply 

projects by the EU and Germany, on the EU visit 

to the port of Dar Es Salaam, and on the EU sup-

port to Sugar small-scale farmers in Kilombero-

Ifakara. 

 

I count on your interested reading and on your 

feedback to:  

 

Delegation-Tanzania@eeas.europa.eu  
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EUROPEAN UNION 

 

Local EU Statement on Religious Intolerance 

 

The European Union Delegation issues the following statement in agreement with the  

EU Heads of Mission in Tanzania 

 

 

The EU Delegation condemns all recent acts of violence against religious leaders, and most recently the 

murder of Fr. Evarist Mushi on Sunday 17 February in Zanzibar. The EU Delegation offers its condolences to 

their families and all the religious communities who have been affected by recent acts of violence. The EU 

Delegation calls upon the authorities to undertake a full investigation into the killing of the Catholic priest 

and to continue their investigations into previous attacks on Muslim and Christian leaders and bring those 

responsible to account.  

 

 

Freedom of religion or belief is a universal human right which needs to be protected everywhere and for 

everyone. Religious tolerance and peaceful co-existence have been a hallmark of Tanzanian society. The EU 

urges religious communities to make every effort to refrain from violence and to keep up the spirit of toler-

ance and respect of other people's beliefs and to resolve any differences through dialogue.  

 

 

The EU Delegation calls upon the Government of Tanzania and the Government of Zanzibar and all stake-

holders to support a process of open dialogue between Muslim and Christian communities, to take all nec-

essary measures in order to prevent further incidents and to act against those who seek to spark violence, 

with full respect for international human rights norms. 

 

 

The Embassies of Norway and Switzerland associate themselves with this statement. 

 

      In Dar es Salaam on 18 February 2013 

 

 

 

For more information contact: 
Tom Vens, Head of the Political, Press and Information Section,  
Delegation of the European Union to the United Republic of Tanzania   
Tom.VENS@eeas.europa.eu 
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AS the Nobel Prize Committee presented the 2012 

Nobel Peace Prize to the European Union at a 

grand ceremony that was held in Oslo, Norway on 

December 10, the Delegation of the EU in Tanza-

nia organised a special Reception in Dar es Salaam 

to honour the occasion.  

Heads of EU Mission in Dar es Salaam, UN agen-

cies, Government Officials and international or-

ganisations gathered at the Residence of the EU 

Ambassador to Tanzania where, among other 

things, they were able to watch the award giving 

ceremony as it was broadcast from Oslo.   

The crowd witnessed the three Presidents of the 

European Commission, of the Council of Ministers 

and of the European Parliament, Mr. José Manuel Barroso, Mr. Van Rompuy and Mr. Martin Schulz receiving the 

Prize before listening to great speeches that were given thereafter.   

"It is a great honour and also an emotional moment for me to witness this day and to celebrate the award of the 

Nobel Peace Prize 2012 to the European Union. The institutions which I represent in Tanzania, the EU Members 

States and - I would say - the European citizens at large are very proud of this recognition," said Ambassador  

Filiberto Ceriani Sebregondi, the Head of the EU Delegation to Tanzania. 

Ambassador Sebregondi added that the European Union construction during 

the 55 years from its foundation by six countries represents the most successful 

peace project the world has witnessed in modern times and which could be 

taken as an example by other parts of the world where war and turmoil are still 

ravaging people's lives.  

Besides, the democratic foundations of the EU institutions have provided a for-

midable inspiration for countries living without freedom or in high risk of desta-

bilisation, he said adding: "Even neighbouring countries have experienced, 

through the negotiation to access the EU, progressive opening and modernisa-

tion of their societies." 

 

The award giving ceremony in Oslo and Reception in Dar es Salaam coincided 

with celebrations to mark the International Day for Human Rights. Ambassador 

Sebregondi explained that the EU is at the forefront of the international effort to 

preserve and develop the fundamental Human Rights and Freedoms giving as an example the recently adopted 

Action Plan on Human Rights by the European Union. The Action Plan engages the EU to step up efforts to pro-

mote freedom of expression, opinion, assembly and association, the fight against all forms of discrimination and 

the support to human rights defenders. 

On her part, the Minister of State, Vice 

President's Office Union Affairs, Hon. 

Samia Suluhu, who presided over the 

occasion as the guest of honour on behalf 

of Vice President, Dr. Harib Bilal, con-

gratulated the EU for receiving the award 

saying that it was very much desrved.  

 

"We all know that the well deserved hon-

our is a result of recognition of EU's out-

standing contribution to peace and recon-

ciliation, democracy and human rights," 

she while echoing the words by President 

Jose Manuel Barroso of the European 

Commission that 'the award proved that 

European body was something very pre-

cious'. 

Ambassador Sebregondi addressing a joint press conference  

with EU Heads of Mission on the prize giving ceremony and  

International Day for Human Rights    

It is a great honour 

and also an emotional 

moment for me to 

witness this day  

Ambassador Sebregondi(right) toasting with Minister Suluhu in 

honour of the occasion. Looking on are EU Heads of Mission   

'the award proved 

that European body 

was something very 

precious'.  

A cross-section of invited guests at the Reception.  

Photos: Emmanuel Kihaule  

Fanfare as EU celebrates Nobel Peace Prize  
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Peace Prize Banner unveiled in Dar es Salaam  

AS part of celebrations for the award of the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize to the European 

Union, the Delegation of the EU in Dar es Salaam in collaboration with EU Member 

States Mission in Tanzania prepared a big banner that has been placed on Umoja 

House in Dar es Salaam. The banner, which is the largest the city has ever witnessed 

(measuring 20*9 square metres) was unveiled at a ceremony that was held on January 

30 which was attended by EU Heads of Mission, Tanzania Government officials mem-

bers of the press and media executives. Here is a pictorial of the banner and the unveil-

ing Reception.   

Top left: The banner as seen from outside Umoja House, right-some of the guests at the Reception with the banner being seen in the background.  

 

Bottom left: Deputy Head of Mission of the German Embassy, Hans Koeppel and Ambassador (ret.) Michael Gerdts having a chat with the Deputy 

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Ambassador Rajabu Gamaha; right-the EU Ambassador to 

Tanzania, Filiberto C. Sebregondi sharing a light moment with UNDP and UN Country Office Communication Analysts  Pauline Teveli (Left) and Hoyce 

Temu (centre) during the Reception. Photos: Emmanuel Kihaule .   
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“Water and 

sanitation have 

remained to be 

a priority under 

our partnership 

with  

Tanzania” 

P A G E  5  

ON December 6, 2012 the European Union, the Federal 

Republic of Germany, and Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry Water, Eng. Christopher Sayi together with offi-

cials from the Ministry of Finance singed cooperation 

agreements for continuation of their collaboration in the 

water sector. The agreement was worth EUR 71.26 million 

(about Tshs. 140 trillion). 

 

Through the financing agreements, the two development 

partners and the Government of Tanzania agreed on ma-

jor improvements in the water and sanitation infrastruc-

ture, a project to be implemented by the Ministry of Wa-

ter (MoW).  

 

The project is embedded into the "7 Towns Urban Upgrad-

ing Programme" (7TUUP) which aims to support the United 

Republic of Tanzania in achieving the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDG) related targets, through the improvement of wa-

ter and sanitation in seven currently undersupplied urban cen-

tres. 

 

Speaking soon after signing the agreement with the Tanzanian 

Government, EU Ambassador to Tanzania, Filiberto C. Se-

bregondi, explained that the EU believed that access to im-

proved water and sanitation leads to improved health as tar-

geted under the MDGs. 

 

"This is why water and sanitation have remained to be a priority 

under our partnership with Tanzania, which is clearly confirmed 

by the significant number of projects funded by EU over the last 

decade and their total value," he said.  

 

Over the last decade there have been more than 40 projects 

that are funded by the EU across the country that are worth 

EUR 80 million (about Tshs. 160 trillion).   

  

On behalf of the Tanzanian Government Eng. Sayi appreciated 

the support by the European Union and promised that Tanzania 

will make sure that the improved water and sanitation in the 

respective areas were well taken care of for sustainable bene-

fits.  

At the same occasion the EU and the German Development 

Bank (KfW) signed a delegation agreement, by which the EU 

delegated its MDG Initiative (MDGI) contribution of EUR 

51.26 million to KfW to finance the envisaged investments 

in Kigoma, Lindi and Sumbawanga.  

 

The German government provided an additional EUR 20 

million via KfW to complete the required budget in these 

three cities and committed funding for the implementation 

of measures in Babati and Mtwara. Additional capacity 

measures were provided for via the German GIZ.  

 

Besides concrete infrastructure improvements, a major 

programme focus was the improvement of the perform-

ance of the water utilities in the five towns and further-

more, measures were to be taken to sustainably sensitize 

the population for matters of hygiene.  

 

This approach aimed to increase access to affordable and 

safe water, and to reduce the risk of infection from water-

borne diseases so as to improve the living conditions of the 

Tanzanian population.  

 

Both, EU and Germany, have a long tradition and profound 

experience in the water and sanitation sec-

tor in Tanzania and supported the Ministry 

of Water to prepare the comprehensive 

investment programme.  

 

The goal of the programme as a part of the 

MDGI is to secure an efficient supply of 

drinking water and improved basic sanita-

tion in the five towns of Kigoma, Lindi, Sum-

bawanga, Mtwara and Babati.  

 

Because of the poor condition of the water 

and sanitation infrastructure, the Govern-

ment of Tanzania through its Ministry of 

Water had identified these towns as priority 

for water and sanitation investments. Until 

the completion of the programme, 960.000 

people will benefit from the improved sys-

tems. 

Tanzania, EU and Germany for improved water,  

sanitation in 5 towns 

The EU believes 

that access to  

improved water 

and sanitation 

leads to improved 

health as targeted 

under the MDGs. 

Eng. Sayi delivering his speech soon after the signing of the agreements    

A cross-section of officials who attended the signing ceremony  
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ON November 20, delegates from the European Union made a visit to 

the Dar es Salaam Port in response to an invitation by the Tanzania's 

Minister for Transport, Dr. Harrison Mwakyembe.  

 

The aim was to witness security measures put in place at the passen-

ger terminal following the increased number of ferry accidents and 

to hold an informal four-party dialogue with Dr. Mwakyembe, EU 

Heads of Mission, EU Business representatives and Tanzania Ports 

Authority on efficiency improvements needed to be effected at the 

port. 

 

Led by the Head of the Delegation of the EU to Tanzania, Ambassa-

dor Filiberto C. Sebregondi, the visitors made some positive observa-

tions on the efficiency of the Dar es Salaam Port but also noted that 

more was still to be done to make the Port more efficient and com-

petitive. 

 

"The Ambassadors noted some positive changes implemented at the 

port such as safety measures at the passenger terminal and one stop 

window for clearance but together with Business representatives, 

expressed serious concerns as to the remaining inefficiencies at the 

port," Ambassador Sebregondi said.    

 

Particularly, he said, the inefficiencies were a serious concern in view 

of the important increase in volumes to be handled at the port in the 

future.  

 

Ambassador Sebregondi said that specific questions were raised as to 

lack of or inefficient use of infrastructure, uncertainty concerning 

berths 13-14, among others but noted that the urgency of the situa-

tion was clearly put forward and the Minister welcomed the feed-

back that the EU provided.  

 

"The EU community sees this occasion also as a time of opportunity-

new board, very committed Minister, government wide recognition 

of the need to accelerate delivery of results in sectors which are key 

to growth and poverty reduction - including transport," he said.  

 

European business representatives presented at the meeting a very 

practical case study of big investors reluctant to invest in Tanzania 

because of lack of infrastructure. This point was taken very seriously 

by the Minister, who invited them to address proposals of public-

private partnership directly to the Ministry and urged the acting 

Director General of the TPA to take action.  

 

"We welcome the open and forward looking views that the Minister 

expressed during our deliberations," Ambassador Sebregondi noted.   

 

Listing actions that have been taken by the Dar Port following the EU 

delegation's visit in October 2011, the acting Tanzania Ports Author-

ity chief Clement Kiloyavaha said TPA has replaced the Single Point 

Mooring (SPM) facility designed to handle both crude and white 

products.   

 

He said that they have also established a one-stop centre to accom-

modate key stakeholders in the customs clearance process as well as 

creating an office at the port to accommodate officials from the 

Ministry of Works who are responsible for the issuance of permits 

for clearing abnormal cargo.  

 

“The impact of the intervention by TPA has led to an improvement 

in productivity for general cargo during operations from four hun-

dred and fifteen tons per gang per shift in 2011 to four hundred and 

forty six per gang per shift by October 2012. Motor vehicle produc-

tivity has also improved from two hundred and ten  units per shift to 

four hundred and ninety seven units per shift during the same pe-

riod,” Mr. Kilohayayava disclosed.    

 

On his part, Dr. Mwakyembe said that challenges raised by the en-

voys were taken into consideration and assured that the govern-

ment and the TPA management were determined to make the port 

the economic centrepiece of East and Central Africa. 

"We welcome 

the open and 

forward looking 

views that the 

Minister ex-

pressed during 

our delibera-

tions,"  

One of the European Business representatives raising a point during the 

meeting with Dr. Mwakyembe and TPA officials . Photos: Emmanuel 

Kihaule 

Dr. Mwakyembe talking to EU envoys  

Touring the Port’s facilities 

EU envoys urge for more improvements at Dar Port 

P A G E   6   



 

P A G E  7  

Why the Doha climate conference was a success 

THE Doha Climate Conference was not a spectacular conference deciding on the 

2015 global climate deal, which seems to have come as a surprise to some com-

mentators and environmental groups. 

 

But nobody should be surprised. All countries agreed last year in Durban that the 

climate conferences between then and 2015 would set the stage for the big deal in 

2015. 

 

Before Doha, the EU presented its checklist to secure progress towards the new 

climate deal. We can tick them off now. 

 

The EU wanted Doha to mark the transition away from the old climate regime, 

where only developed countries have the legal obligation to reduce emissions, to 

the new system where all countries, developed and developing alike, will for the 

first time make legal commitments under the new global agreement.  

 

In Doha, we changed the very structure of our negotiations. Before, we had differ-

ent working groups based on the sharp distinction between developed and developing countries. Now, we have one negotiation forum, 

the Durban Platform, for all countries.  

 

This is not a small achievement. Today, the average emission per capita in China is already 7.2 tonnes and increasing. Europe's is 7.5 

tonnes and decreasing. The world cannot fight climate change without emerging economies committing. That is why crossing the bridge 

from the old system to the new system was so important. And we did it. 

 

And this bridge is being constructed by the EU and a handful of other developed countries committing to a second Kyoto Protocol period. 

Too many years of hard work would have been lost if we had not renewed Kyoto, which is still the only existing treaty that requires emis-

sion cuts. We simply couldn't afford that. Another check.  

 

We have ensured continuity up to the new global deal in 2020, with the EU succeeding in negotiating an eight-year extension of the pro-

tocol.  

 

We have finally resolved the long-running problem of "hot air" – surplus of unused carbon credits from the first Kyoto period. Buyers will 

be limited in how much they can purchase. The EU's law doesn't allow using them and all potential buyers made declarations that they 

will not buy them anyway. Moreover, the new rules prevent the creation of additional hot air. This is a strong environmental outcome.  

 

Despite the difficult economic times in Europe, we also continued to provide climate funding in Doha. Several EU member states and the 

European Commission came forward with some €7bn in climate funds for 2013 and 2014, which represents an increase from the past two 

years.  

 

The EU also requested that Doha set out a schedule of what must be done from now until 2015. We now have a workplan.  

 

But before the future legal regime kicks in 2020, the EU insisted on identifying further measures to reduce emissions in order to hold 

global warming below 2°C. Doha delivered that. And all Kyoto and non-Kyoto countries' targets 

will be revisited by 2014 with a view to considering raising their ambition.  

 

The intention of UN secretary general Ban Ki-moon to convene a summit of world leaders on 

climate change in 2014 can give added political momentum to this work. 

 

In Europe we are not waiting for the global agreement before acting. While we have legislation 

in place to cut our emissions to 20% by 2020, and we may move to 30% if other major econo-

mies do their fair share, the reality is that we will exceed a 20% reduction, and could even be as 

much as 27%. Our recently approved energy efficiency law will add a few percentage points to 

our cuts, and recent legislative proposals from the European Commission will reduce emissions 

further once adopted. 

 

True, Doha was not fantastic, but we did make progress towards the 2015 deal. Of course, it's 

not difficult to be frustrated with the slow pace and the low common denominator of interna-

tional negotiations. But does it mean that we should give up? Can the world afford that? Where 

would the dialogue continue? 

 

Although frustration is a renewable source, it does not reduce emissions. To overcome frustra-

tion, one must remain intensely focused on the final goal that all parties have signed up a global 

climate deal by 2015. Doha took the first steps. 

 

The author of this article is the European Union Commissioner for Climate Action, Connie Hede-

gaard, who attended and addressed the Doha Climate Change Conference in December 2012  

Commissioner Hedegaard visiting a 

project for mitigating effects of 

climate change in Arusha when she 

visited Tanzania in September 2012    
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‘Yes progress 

was slow and 

frustrating, but 

the main goal 

was to prepare 

the ground for 

the big 2015 

talks. Job done’ 

Commissioner Hedegaard addressing the Doha  

Conference 
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EU, African Regional Intellectual Property body  

agree to protect traditional farming in Africa 

WITH the aim of improving pro-

tection for traditional agricul-

tural product in Africa, a coop-

eration agreement was signed 

on November 26, 2012 between 

the African Regional Intellectual 

Property Office (ARIPO) and the 

European Commission's Direc-

torate General Agriculture and Rural Development (DG 

AGRI).  

 

The signing ceremony took place at the annual ARIPO gov-

erning council meeting, held on the day in Zanzibar, the 

United Republic of Tanzania between Dr. Gift Sibanda, Direc-

tor General of ARIPO and Mrs. Loretta Dorma-Marino, Dep-

uty Director General of DG AGRI.  

 

Mr. Dacian Cioloş, EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural 

Development, said that the EU welcomed the agreement 

aimed at protecting African traditional farmers. 

 

“This cooperation will result in 

better protection for the tradi-

tional and indigenous products 

of farmers across the continent 

of Africa. This is an important 

initiative and will help secure the 

interests of local farmers,” He 

said adding: "I urge officials on 

both sides to work together and 

with stakeholders to make the 

Geographical Indication-GI pro-

gramme a reality in 2013, in time 

for the launch of the FAO's Inter-

national Year of Family Farming 

in 2014." 

Speaking at the opening plenary Dr. 

Sibanda, said that ARIPO was de-

lighted to sign the agreement which, 

according to him suited African farm-

ers. 

 

"I am delighted by this agreement. 

We took a strategic decision last year to develop geographi-

cal indication protection. With this cooperation with Euro-

pean Commission's DG AGRI, we hope to build a system of 

effective GI protection, suited to African farmers' needs."  

 

In her keynote address to the ARIPO council Mrs. Dormal-

Marino urged the intellectual property offices of the 18-

member organisation to start work on developing aware-

ness for geographical indications among stakeholders.  

 

On his part Ambassador Filiberto Sebregondi, the EU envoy 

to Tanzania, who also attended the signature ceremony said 

that the fact that the agreement 

was signed in Zanzibar proved 

the prominence that both sides 

give to traditional agriculture in 

Africa.  

 

"I'm happy that the signature 

took place in Zanzibar, giving 

recognition to the importance 

that both sides give to tradi-

tional agriculture in Africa and it 

will thus help promoting African 

farmers' product and traditions 

and contribute to poverty re-

duction," he observed.   
The aim of the agreement is to protect traditional framing and indige-

nous products from all across the African continent   

Mr. Dacian Cioloş  Dr. Gift Sibanda  

BACKGROUND 

 

The agreement is in the form of an administrative Memorandum of Understanding in which DG AGRI and ARIPO un-

dertake to work together in development of GIs. The agreement is non-legally binding. 

 

ARIPO is based in Harare Zimbabwe and has 18 member countries and 12 observers. The members are Botswana, the 

Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Rwanda, Somalia, the Sudan, 

Swaziland, the United Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

 

In December 2011 the ARIPO Council adopted a decision to develop a system for protection of geographical indica-

tions. The European Commission (DG AGRI) has worked with ARIPO in regional seminars to promote the use of IPR in 

inter-regional and international trade. The present administrative memorandum of understanding will formalise this 

cooperation in respect of geographical indications. 
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Agriculture Minister, EU Ambassador inaugurate bridge to benefit sugar 

small-scale outgrowers 

THE European Union has 

been supporting the Gov-

ernment of Tanzania to 

make the sugar cane indus-

try more productive and 

more efficient and to under-

take the necessary adjust-

ment to adapt to the 2006 

Reform of the EU sugar 

common market.  

 

Under the Sugar Accompa-

nying Measures the EU has 

committed more than EUR 

12 million over the period 

2007-2013 to support the 

transformation of the Tanza-

nian sugar sector mainly 

focusing on promoting the 

development of capacities 

of small scale sugar cane growers and their participation in profit-

able partnerships with large scale sugar producers 

 

In line with the National Strategy for Sugar 

Industry in Tanzania, the EU programme 

has aimed to increase the efficiency of small 

scale sugar cane growers by developing 

infrastructure, building capacities of farm-

ers and farmers' associations, and by sup-

porting research and training.  

 

The overall objective has been to improve 

standards of living of small scale farmers 

and ensure the sustainability of the Tanzanian sugar sector and 

safeguarding the environment.  

 

The programme has been implemented through the Ministry of 

Finance and the Sugar Board of Tanzania and in cooperation 

with the Ministry of Agriculture Food Security and Cooperatives 

and has focused on five cane sugar growing areas namely 

Kilombero, Kagera, Mtibwa, Moshi and Zanzibar. 

 

As part of the support, the EU Ambassador to Tanzania, Ambas-

sador Filiberto Sebregondi and the Tanzania's Minister for Agri-

culture, Food Security and Cooperatives, Eng. Christopher Chiza 

on January 29 inaugurated a bridge infrastructure across 

Mtendezi River in Kilombero district, Morogoro region.  

 

Speaking at the ceremony, Ambassador Sebregondi said that 

the inauguration marked the completion of series of support to 

the sugar sector in the areas. 

 

"This inauguration completes a series of investments in feeder 

roads develop-

ment adding up 

to a total of 

more than 90 

kms of outgrow-

ers farm access 

roads since the 

start of the sugar 

acco mpa nyin g 

measures. The 

Mtendezi bridge 

and adjoining 

road will consid-

erably decrease 

the distance to 

the factory 

(KSCL) and thus 

reduce transport 

costs," he said.   

 

He said that the infrastructure would enhance the efficiency 

and productivity of small scale producers in Kilombero.  

"The EU is proud to have lent its sup-

port to the development of a business 

model which has now come to be seen 

as a reference for the new agricultural 

investments advocated for by the Gov-

ernment of Tanzania, particularly in the 

framework of the Southern Agricultural 

Growth Corridor," he added.  

 

On his part the Minister Chiza ex-

pressed the Government's appreciation 

for the timely decision made by the European Union to allo-

cate funds in support of the Tanzania sugar sector and to help 

address the challenges being faced by sugar industry. 

A portion of the Mtendezi River bridge that was constructed through EU support  

Minister Chiza(left) and Ambassador Sebregondi unveiling a plaque to symbol-

ize the inauguration of the Mtendezi River bridge: Photos Ally Mwinchande  
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News in pictures  

UP: EU Ambassador to 

Tanzania, Filiberto 

Sebregondi (right) pre-

senting a medal to the 

Head of Cooperation of 

the EU Delegation to 

Tanzania, Eric Beaume 

in recognition of his 

dedication and commit-

ment in working with 

the EU for over 20 years 

in different capacities 

and places in the world.  

UP: The Deputy Head of Mission of 

the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands, Ms.Renel van der 

Waals  , chatting with the EU Head 

of Political, Press and Information 

Section of the Delegation of the EU 

to Tanzania, Tom Vens, Pro-

gramme Officer of the Germany 

Embassy, John Melikior and the 

Head of Finance and Contract 

Section of the EU Delegation, 

Geert Anckaert during the Nobel 

Peace Banner unveiling reception 

at Umoja House on January 30 

The EU Naval Force (EUNAFOR) Liaison Office to Tanzania, Commander John Kelly (left) speaking 

during media briefing on the visit by the Spanish frigate-ITS SAN GUISTO  that visited  on November 

19, 2012 Dar es Salaam Port as part of anti-piracy operations in the Indian Ocean coast.   

EU Ambassador to Tanzania Filiberto Sebregondi welcoming editors and 

media executives to a luncheon that he hosted for them at Serena Hotel in 

Dar es Salaam   

The Head of Cooperation of the Delegation of the EU to Tanzania, Eric 

Beaume (right) saying a word during a farewell party for two colleagues-

Paddy Kundsen(left) and Riikka Torppa  (middle) who left the Delegation in 

December 2012  
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This is just to say goodbye. I have en-

joyed working with you all and leave 

the Delegation with many memorable 

moments! I will be just around the 

corner so our paths will definitely cross 

if not on the streets, in meetings, 

workshops, in parties, in receptions 

then at the cafeteria at Umoja House!  
 

Paddy Siyanga Knudsen-Programme Officer  

Economic and Governance Section    

After two years of desk work in the 

Royal Navy Headquarters in UK I am 

very pleased to be overseas again 

and working with the EU Delegation in 

Tanzania.  My primary mission here will 

be to ensure piracy in the waters close 

to Somalia does not spread south and 

disrupt trade into Dar es Salaam. I have 

spent most of my recent career in the Middle East. This is 

my first time working in Africa and I am looking forward 

to exploring and understanding more about the region. 

John Kelly-Liaison Officer-EU NAVFOR  

It is so great for me to be part of 

the EU Delegation to Tanzania and 

I hope we will enjoy being  to-

gether. Looking forward to getting 

your support and please feel free 

to come over to me in case of 

need for help. 

 
  Issa John Mgumba-Driver 

  Administration Section  

As today (December 19) is my last day in 

Dar es Salaam, I can no longer postpone 

the painful action of saying goodbye! I 

have thoroughly enjoyed working with you 

all and would like to thank you all for your 

constructive co-operation and kindness. 

Many thanks for beautiful farewell gifts! 

Please do keep in touch. 

Riikka Torppa-Programme Officer 

Economic and Governance Section  

A tale of conquering the top of  

Mt. Kilimanjaro by a colleague  
 

On February 4 a colleague in the EU Delegation to Tanza-

nia, Antonio Fernandez Velasco, accomplished one of his 

life long dreams; conquering the highest peak on the Afri-

can continent-Mt. Kilimanjaro.  Here is what he has to say 

about his experience; 

 

On that day I reached the Uhuru Peak of Mt. Kilimanjaro after four 

days of climbing. Many friends that have done it before alerted me 

of the difficulties we were likely to face but none had been able to 

express the feeling of accomplishment after reaching the peak and 

the majesty of the mountain. I guess nobody can prepare you for 

that and it becomes a very personal experience. Mine was one of 

joy while at the same time, a confirmation of what a beautiful 

country Tanzania is and how it is blessed with courageous, courte-

ous and welcoming people! 


