
 

 

#WeStandWithBrussels  

I 
n the morning of 22 March, Belgium was exposed to the deadli-

est act of terrorism in its history.  Two coordinated bombings 

occurred at the Brussels Airport in Zaventem, and one at 

Maalbeek Metro Station, which is located near the European 

Commission Offices. 32 people lost their lives and hundreds were 

injured.  

 

Nations, institutions and individuals from around the world showed 

their support to Belgium and openly condemned the attacks. “These 

events have affected us, but they have not made us afraid.” said 

President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, in a 

statement to condemn the attacks.  

  

EU Heads of State or Government and the leaders of the EU         

institutions also issued a joint statement extending their support to        

Belgium and showing their solidarity with the Belgian people. “This  

latest attack only strengthens our resolve to defend European values 

and tolerance from the attacks of the intolerant We will be united 

and firm in the fight against hatred, violent  extremism and          

terrorism.”  

 

On 23 March, staff of the Delegation of the European Delegation in 

Dar es Salaam paid respect to the victims of the attacks and the   

following day, the Ambassadors of the Member States of the Europe-

an Union met in the Delegation of the European Union, by invitation 

of the Belgian Ambassador and the Head of the European Union to 

honour the victims of the Zaventem and Maalbeek attacks.  
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Staff of the Delegation of the EU in Tanzania  

receive the shocking news and observe a      

minute of silence in honour of the victims, at 

the EU offices in Dar es Salaam. 
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   #WeStandUnited 

T he month of March 2016, while productive and fruitful for the relations between Tanzania and the European 

Union and for the Delegation of the European Union in Dar es Salaam, was overshadowed by the terrorist attacks 

that took place in Brussels on 22 March. 

 

 

Roeland van de Geer 

Head of Delegation 

https://www.rt.com/news/336536-brussels-metro-bombing-maalbek/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-16-1043_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-16-1043_en.htm
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J 
ames Duddridge, United Kingdom's Minister for Africa, visited 

Tanzania on 8 March. Apart from meeting with government 

officials, Mr Duddridge met with major UK investors and 

heard about the potential for British business in   Tanzania.  

 

He also visited the Port of Dar es Salaam to see UK-Tanzanian   

cooperation on counter-narcotics and saw how UK Export Finance is 

supporting the construction of a new Terminal at Julius Nyerere 

International Airport. 
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Sites for you: — Tenders & Grants 
 

Call for Proposals: “Engaging Civil Society in Pan Africa issues” . Deadline for submission of concept notes is Friday 13 

May 2016  1700 EAT . For more information: http://bit.ly/1Vli3iR   

 

Call for Proposals: French Embassy’s Fund for Innovative Projects for Civil Societies and Coalitions of Actors 

(PISCCA). Submit a project by Friday 20 May 2016. For more information: http://www.ambafrance-tz.org/PISCCA-Fund  

When will the blast madness stop! 

 

E 
ric Beaume is the EU Head of Cooperation, an active  

diver and underwater photography enthusiast. He has 

been featured in the Kaskazi Newsletter advocating for 

marine life. Eric and his fellow divers, who have been in Dar es 

Salaam for some time, talk about a time when dive sites were 

teeming with fish; and corals were full of life and colour.  

 

EU supports the Indian Ocean Commission’s SmartFish        

programme. SmartFish is one of the largest regional               

Programmes for fisheries in Africa and has been working to 

combat illegal fishing in East Africa over the past 4 years.     

Another EU supported programme is MATT, which       

facilitates a collaborative and inclusiveness approach to 

address the problem of dynamite and blast fishing in    

Tanzania. 

 

 

O 
n Tuesday, 22 March; the EU Headquarters in 

Brussels together with its delegations around the 

world celebrated the World Water day.  

 

In Tanzania, main EU projects support the improvement 

of water supply and sanitation in the towns of Mwanza, 

Mbeya, Iringa, Lindi, Kigoma, Sumbawanga, Dar es    

Salaam and in several rural areas. Actions include      

upgrade of water and waste water systems, improvement 

of small scale water systems,  hygiene promotion,        

capacity building, institutional reforms and environment 

protection. 

Eric Beaume in one of his 
diving escapades. 

UK Minister for Africa visits Tanzania 

Celebrating World Water Day 

UK Minister James Duddridge (L) during the visit to the Julius Nyerere 

https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/british-minister-for-africa-visit-to-tanzania
http://bit.ly/1Vli3iR
http://www.ambafrance-tz.org/PISCCA-Fund
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanUnionTanzania/posts/545953465583503
file://///172.18.34.243/home$/murotan/Desktop/ANNA%20T/NEWSFLASH/NEWSFLASH%20APRIL/Diving/EU%20supports%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%20Commission
http://www.fish-i-africa.org/indian-ocean-commission-wins-international-stop-iuu-fishing-awards/
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/tanzania/documents/press_corner/20160322_01_en.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanUnionTanzania/posts/548676531977863
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanUnionTanzania/posts/548676531977863


 

 
Laudable progress from the EAC Heads of State 
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O 
n Friday 4 March, representatives of   EU 

Member States and the Delegation of the       

European  Union visited the new            

international terminal that is being        

constructed at the Julius Nyerere International     

Airport. The visitors were received by the Dutch 

Royal BAM Group which has won the contract for 

the new       terminal that will be operational in 

2017.  

 

Thousands of Tanzanians have found employment and training while building the new terminal, 

which is a major contribution to reducing the critical shortage of skilled labour in the country.  

Visiting new terminal at Julius Nyerere International Airport 

O 
n 22 March the Igunga eco-village project, one of five 

projects under the EU Global Climate Change Alliance 

programme for Tanzania, was officially launched in 

Tabora Region. The project aims to support  6,000    

families in nine villages in Igunga district including female-

headed households, people with disabilities and people living with 

HIV/Aids.  

 

EU contributes EUR 1.6 million to the project, which seeks to    

increase capacities of vulnerable rural communities to adapt to 

climate change in the fields of agriculture, aquaculture, water 

management, forestry and energy. 

Inaguration of Igunga Eco-Village 

 

T 
he 17th Ordinary Summit of the Heads of State of the 

East African Community took place in Arusha on              

2 March. President Magufuli hosted President Kagame of 

Rwanda, President Kenyatta of Kenya, President         

Museveni of Uganda as well as the Vice President of South   Sudan, 

James Wani Igga and the Second Vice President of Burundi,      

Joseph Butore. The Summit decided to appoint former Tanzanian 

President Mkapa as facilitator for the Burundi process. 

 

The theme of the Summit was: "The East African Community: advancing market driven integration". A business 

forum took place before the Summit on 1 March and a declaration on market driven integration as well as a code of 

conduct for companies operating in the East African Community were adopted; both documents are available on 

the website of the EAC. 

From left: RC for Tabora Region, Hon. Aggrey 

Mwanri, RAS, Mrs. Kudra Mwinyimvuha and the 

Igunga DC, Mrs. Zipporah Pangani, who joined 

hundreds of villagers in the inauguration.  

On 23 March, the international community met in Dar es Salaam with the outgoing 

Secretary-General of the Secretariat of the East African Community, Dr Richard 

Sezibera. Ambassadors and representatives of international organizations thanked 

Dr Sezibera for his leadership and friendship during his term at the helm of the 

EAC.  

Earlier, during the EAC Summit in Arusha on 2 March, the Presidents of the   

member states of the EAC paid tribute to Dr Sezibera's leadership qualities. 

Farewell to EAC Secretary General Sezibera 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=ms.c.eJw1ytENACAIQ8GNDEVaYf~%3BFRKM~%3BTS59jEqWgF6Sg20ZVtIFfTvPH4Xnadep77h95AaNDxBI.bps.a.549859568526226.1073741957.153249094853944&type=3
http://www.president.go.ke/2016/03/02/17th-ordinary-summit-of-the-east-african-community-heads-of-state/
http://www.eac.int/
http://www.eac.int/news-and-media/press-releases/20160325/4th-eac-partnership-fund-high-level-dialogue-held-dar
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O 
n Tuesday 8 March, our Head of Delegation, Roeland 

van de Geer was honoured to launch the exhibition 

“Choices”, which was organised by the Alliance     

Française with support from the European Union and 

the French Embassy in Dar es Salaam, in celebration of                 

International Women’s Day .  

The exhibition showcased the works of eight  female artists from  

Tanzania and beyond who, through their art, reflect on what it means 

to be an artist and specifically a female artist.  The EU is a keen       

supporter of arts and culture across the African continent and nota-

bly in Tanzania.  

#WomeninDev 

Dr Hellen Kijo-Bisimba, distinguished human rights activist and  

current Executive Director of the Legal and Human Rights Centre 

(LHRC) and Khadija Shaaban (Keisha), a singer and an activist for 

the Rights of People with Albinism, made it to the EU #WomeninDev 

Wall of Fame. They were selected out of 213 nominations from 71 

countries.  

F 
rom 14-17 March the EU Delegation in Kigali hosted a 

Strategic Communications Regional Seminar for EU 

Delegations from English speaking African countries. 

The seminar was jointly organised by the European 

Commission, Directorate General for Development Cooperation 

(DEVCO) and the European External Action Service (EEAS) teams 

from the EU Headquarters in Brussels. The seminar which brought 

together 37 participants from 23 EU Delegations, was officially 

opened by Michael Ryan, Head of EU Delegation to  Rwanda.    

Strategic communication is a key aspect in the EU Delegations’ dai-

ly work.   

During their stay, the team also visited the Kigali Genocide        

Memorial where they paid their respect to remember the victims of 

genocide. 

 

‘Choices’—celebrating International Women’s Day in style 

Strategic Communications - Regional Seminar  in Kigali 

EU delegations participants during the seminar 

 
 

A group picture of all the participants at      

Umubano Hotel in Kigali 

 
Above: Female artists from Tanzania and beyond  

Below: Crowd listening attentively during the event  
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https://twitter.com/MichaelMannEU/status/710131608297349121

