
 

 

Tanzanian politicians and top officials, our usual interlocutors, have 

been busy in Dodoma polishing the National Budget after a parliamen-

tary marathon of two months. Indeed, during this first half of 2014, we 

diplomats had our eyes and ears turned towards Dodoma. With the Con-

stitutional Assembly in February-April and the Budget session in May-

June, we have again witnessed "democracy at work" in Tanzania.  As the 

Parliament is the prime avenue for the expression of people's sovereignty, 

I witnessed that Tanzania provided many positive lessons in this regard: 

an all-country inclusive process of debating a new Constitution and a 

vibrant Bunge debating how the needs of the various sectors can be ac-

commodated in the necessarily limited state budget. I know debates and 

democracy also show problems: different views on the number of govern-

ments necessary to manage the United Republic; disagreements on the 

process to follow; accusations of embezzlement of funds when discussing Government's revenue 

and spending; Ministers' declarations apparently dismissing each other's, etc. But this is democra-

cy, not chaos! 

 

Tanzania maintains its record of peace and stability, which makes it the fastest growing destination 

of foreign investments in the region. Close, but away at the same time, from the hussles of Eastern 

Congo, CAR, South Sudan, Somalia, Tanzania has just celebrated the 50th anniversary of the only 

successful unification among African countries since their independence. This is a tremendous 

achievement of which not all the people, especially the young ones, realize the importance. We 

Europeans are so attached to our journey of integration among countries formerly in (hot or cold) 

war that we can only salute with enthusiasm the peaceful and harmonious unification achieved so 

far between Tanganyika and Zanzibar. We know problems exist, and communities are attached to 

their identity and interests, but integration or unification does not need to imply that these are ig-

nored. On the contrary, the peace and stability obtained through sharing the present and the future 

can even foster diversity and pluralism. We are therefore looking with great interest which consen-

sus the honourable members of the Constitutional Assembly may be able to achieve in the month 

of August. 

 

The European Union Delegation, that I have the honour to lead here in Tanzania, is not here to just 

watch and comment on developments. We are long-standing partners with Tanzania, the East Afri-

can Community and Africa, so I am happy to show through this newsletter the variety, and I would 

say the success, of our partnership. From the very vibrant EU-Africa Summit attended by 61 Heads 

of State, including H.E. President Kikwete, over the newly approved EU-Tanzania cooperation 

programme (2014-2020) worth € 626 million, to the renewed partnership with the country on 

counter-piracy and maritime security: I am proud to say that EU-Tanzania relations continue to be 

at their best. Other events occurred during EU Week in May and our support to sectors as diverse 

as culture, water, agriculture and trade/business are there to show the dynamism of our partnership. 

Once more, I want to congratulate my colleagues from the EU Delegation and salute the excellent 

cooperation with the Embassies of our EU Member States in Tanzania. 

   ~  Ambassador Filiberto Ceriani Sebregondi 
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The EU was already then the largest donor 

in the world by 2011, cooperating with partner 

countries in all continents with a multi-faceted 

approach to their development. So why was 

there an agenda to change anything? The sug-

gestion came out of the consultation of our 

global partners: governments, NGOs and the 

private sector. The EU needed to focus its 

offer to partner countries where it could have 

the greatest impact and concentrate its devel-

opment cooperation in support of two main 

areas: 1/human rights, democracy and other 

key elements of good governance; and 2/ in-

clusive and sustainable growth for human 

development. 

2.5 years down the line, what does this mean 

for the EU-Tanzania partnership? Such partnership has been ongo-

ing for decades, we have engaged in a wide range of sectors, with all 

actors of development. Considering the transition of Tanzania's 

economy, the new challenges, the new players, focus was on how to 

ensure that the European Development Fund (EDF) has the most 

impact on Tanzania's development strategies. 

In order to design its 11 EDF programme, the EU Delegation to 

Tanzania first started a large exercise of consulting all stakeholders 

to Tanzania's development. Formal discussions took place with rep-

resentatives of civil society, the private sector and government part-

ners on the mainland and in Zanzibar. We exchanged on priorities, 

on success stories, on challenges of implementation, most im-

portantly we identified sectors and approaches where the EU could 

bring the most added value. In this exercise, we also worked very 

closely with other Development Partners, and first and foremost, the 

EU Member States present on the ground. Complementarity and 

synergies between members of the EU family is obviously a priori-

ty. 

The outcome of this work was the proposal to the Government of 

Tanzania of the National Indicative Programme 2014-2020 (NIP). 

This programme was welcomed by the Government and was finally 

adopted officially by the European Member States in April 2014. 

The total amount is € 626 million. On a yearly basis, this is around 

1.2% of the Tanzanian government’s total budget or 4% of its in-

tended development budget. 

In line with the "focused approach", the NIP articulates around three 

focal intervention areas: 

 

1/ Good Governance and Development: through direct funding to 

the country's budget and targeted capacity building measures, this 

programme should a) promote inclusive, sustainable and employ-

ment-based economic growth; b) strengthen human capital and so-

cial safety through improved quality and equity in the provision of 

social services and c) enhance the effectiveness and accountability 

of public administration through improvements in public financial 

management and increased transparency; 

2/ Energy: to enhance 

the contribution of the 

power sector to inclusive 

and sustainable econom-

ic growth; 

3/ Sustainable Agricul-

ture: to improve the sus-

tainability of and in-

crease the wealth created 

by the agricultural sector 

and reduce vulnerability 

in the context of a 

changing climate. 

EU Delegation colleagues 

are actively working with 

their counterparts in and 

outside the government to 

formulate projects in these areas. These will be proposed in the 

course of 2014 for start of implementation in 2015. 

While these focal areas will remain the core of the EU-Tanzania 

cooperation for the next six years, the NIP also foresees some com-

plementary support to private sector organisations aimed essentially 

at job creation.  

The NIP is however not the only source of the European Union’s 

development aid to Tanzania. In addition, Civil Society and Local 

Authorities of the country will continue to benefit from support 

under global thematic programmes in the field of Human Rights, 

Democracy, Health, Environment, Culture, governance, etc.  

Finally, the European Union is supporting Tanzania in its efforts to 

promote regional integration, particularly in the East African Com-

munity. While the NIP was being approved, the EU, Tanzania and 

regional partners were actively preparing a Regional Indicative Pro-

gramme (RIP), mainly targeted at Peace and Security, Economic 

Integration and Natural Resources Management.  

This is an exciting time, when we are building on our ongoing sup-

port to the country and starting a wide range of initiatives for even 

better results. We are looking forward to the next decade of partner-

ship! 

EU and Tanzania Working Together to Achieve Development Goals 2014-2020 

"I want to make sure that every Euro reaches those 

that need it most. Fighting poverty abroad is EU 

"insurance policy" for a more stable and prosperous 

world"… these were the words of Andris Piebalgs, 

the European Commissioner for Development, 

when he launched the Agenda for Change in 

2011.  

Tanzania Minister for Trade & Industries, Dr Abdallah Kigoda (L) 
sign the NIP with  the European Commissioner for 

Development, Andris Piebalgs (R) in June, 2014.  
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On 17 March 2014, Tanzania was graced with a visit by the 

Swedish Crown Princess Victoria and the Swedish Minister of 
Trade Ewa Björling. With the intent to further strengthen 
Swedish-Tanzania relations, especially in trade, Princess Vic-
toria and Minister Ewa Björling visited Dar es Salaam for 
three days.  
 
The Crown Princess held meetings with President Jakaya 
Mrisho Kikwete and Minister Bernard Membe for Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation. During her time in 
Dar the Crown Princess also visited the Tanzania Investment 
Centre (TIC) where she and the Minister met with Tanzanian 
stakeholders and exchanged views on Tanzania's economic 
climate and Swedish business interests. While visiting 
WaterAid Sweden the Princess learnt of the Institution's 
great contribution in water and sanitation in Tanzania. 
More... 

R-L: Swedish Ambassador to Tanzania, Lennarth Hjelmaker; 

the Crown Princess Victoria; President Jakaya Kikwete and 

Swedish Minister of Trade Ewa Björling outside the State 

House. (Picture by U-Näsholm) 

Swedish Crown Princess graces Tanzania with a Visit 

On 25 March 2014, the German Federal Foreign Minister, 

Dr Frank-Walter Steinmeier paid a visit to Tanzania where he 
was received by his counterpart, Tanzanian Minister for For-
eign Affairs and International Cooperation, Hon. Bernard 
Membe.  
 
At the University of Dar es Salaam where he gave a public 
lecture on "50 years of Cooperation between Germany and 
Tanzania", Dr Steinmeier made a reference to the MS Liemba 
ferry, as a symbol of the long standing relationship between 
the two countries. MS Liemba is a German ship that has been 
ferrying passengers across Lake Tanganyika for the past 100 
years. The Foreign Minister reflected on the history between 
Africa and Europe marked by footprints of shared tragic 
times and sufferings; and those of building a sturdy relation-
ship of development cooperation, political ties and bilateral 
trade relations. 
 
In his speech at the University of Dar es Salaam, Dr Steinmei-
er insisted on the importance of the Rule of law and Coopera-
tion; "The second lesson that we took from our history is: 
Cooperation instead of confrontation! Today, the European 
Union has twenty-eight member states who share countless 
economic, political and personal ties. Neighbours have be-

come friends." More… 

German Foreign Minister emphasizes on 50 years of German-Tanzania Relations 

German Foreign Minister, Dr Frank-Walter Steinmeier (L) with 
Tanzania President, Dr Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete (R) at the State 

House (Picture by German Embassy in Tz) 
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SITES FOR YOU 

For EU funding opportunities, scholarships, proposals/tenders visit the Erasmus+  and the Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions sites: 

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/index_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/  

http://www.swedenabroad.com/Pages/StandardPage.aspx?id=70968&epslanguage=en-GB
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MV_Liemba
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/sid_E8FFCC98AE1C2F7A80BD6E5FDA4EFD02/EN/Aussenpolitik/Laender/Aktuelle_Artikel/Tansania/140325_BM-Tansania.html


 

 

The Vice President of the European Investment Bank, Mr Pim 

van Ballekom, paid an official visit to Tanzania in March this 

year.  The Vice President officiated the Bank’s support for a 

water scheme in Lake Victoria that would benefit more than 

500,000 inhabitants of Mwanza, Bukoba and Musoma as well as 

other communities around the Lake Victoria basin.  

 

The €105 million scheme, which received € 45 million from the 

European Investment Bank in a 20 year loan to the Government 

of Tanzania will also create jobs, both during implementation 

and when complete in 2019. 

 

“Clean water is essential for life and this project will improve 

health and transform the quality of thousands of Tanzanians liv-

ing alongside Lake Victoria. The European Investment Bank is 

committed to supporting crucial 

investment in water and sanitation 

around the world and is pleased to 

work alongside partners Agence 

Francaise de Development, AfD 

and the EU through the EU-Africa 

Infrastructure Trust Fund, as well 

as the government here in Tanza-

nia” said Pim van Ballekom.  

 

The European Investment Bank 

also boosted the small businesses 

sector in Tanzania when it signed  

an agreement with Bank of Africa 

Tanzania on a new lending pro-

gramme that would benefit small 

businesses across Tanzania. The 

European Investment Bank pro-

vides € 7 million that will be matched by Bank of Africa.   

 

It is expected that the new programme will support investment 

companies active across a broad range of sectors, such as agricul-

ture, fishing, manufacturing, transport, tourism, health and edu-

cation and is expected to help create hundreds of new jobs. Loans 

will be managed by Bank of Africa branches across Tanzania and 

be provided to eligible companies in Tanzanian shillings, US 

dollars and Euros. 

 

The EU Ambassador, Filiberto Sebregondi  witnessed the signing 

ceremony and applauded the new initiative. “ the EU has a strong 

interest to promote equitable growth and job creation in Tanza-

nia. We work with authorities to improve the business climate 

but ultimately it is the private sector that can create jobs and 

deliver growth. The new lending 

programme by the European In-

vestment Bank and the Bank of 

Africa offers a new opportunity to 

undertake that role.” 

 

The European Investment Bank is 

the long-term lending institution of 

the European Union owned by its 

Member States. It makes long-term 

finance available for sound invest-

ment in order to contribute towards 

EU policy goals. 

European Investment Bank Vice President, Pim van 

Ballekom, in an exclusive interview with BBC World 

service during his visit to Tanzania.  

Did You Know That? 
 

 The European Union (EU) represents a market of 500 million 

consumers. It is the world's largest single market, and at the 
same time the most open market to developing countries in the 
world.  
 
The EU is Tanzania's first export destination and the coun-
try's third trading partner. More than 16% of Tanzania’s exports 
to the world are directed to EU's 28 Member States. 
 
Trading with the EU contributes to economic growth and job 
creation for Tanzanian workers. The EU wants to support 
Tanzanian traders by making information available and clear.  
 

The information is there! Indeed, with the EU Export Helpdesk, 

you can find all the information you need to export to the EU: 

norms, forms, figures, and contacts. Do you want to export to the 

EU? 

European Investment Bank Vice President visits Tanzania 
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http://exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/index.htm
http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/do-you-want-to-export-worldwide--pbNG3012962/?CatalogCategoryID=bWAKABst3G0AAAEjGocY4e5K
http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/do-you-want-to-export-worldwide--pbNG3012962/?CatalogCategoryID=bWAKABst3G0AAAEjGocY4e5K
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2009/october/tradoc_145221.pdf


 

 

4TH EU-AFRICA SUMMIT 2014 

President Kikwete was one of the 61 Heads of State 

and Government who took part in the EU-Africa Sum-
mit in Brussels on 2 and 3 April. Under the theme 
"Investing in People, Prosperity and Peace", the Summit 
has brought together European and African leaders. 
The summit was an important opportunity to work to-
gether and reaffirm the EU's long standing commit-
ment to the continent. 
 
The EU is the largest provider of aid to the continent 
and is its biggest trade and investment partner. But 
crises like the ones in the Central African Republic and 
the Horn of Africa illustrate that peace deserves a cen-
tral place in our relationship.   
 
We aim to provide crucial assistance in the short term, 
while also tackling the root causes of a crisis.  

Our actions in the Central African Republic are a clear 
example of the EU's comprehensive engagement in Af-
rica. Half of the EU’s military and civilian missions are 
deployed on the continent. The EU's actions in the 
Horn of Africa and the Western Indian Ocean show 
how we can combine all tools at our disposal to achieve 
lasting results: Naval vessels to escort vessels and catch 
pirates;  but also provide education and alternative live-
lihoods and strengthen governance.  
 

Ultimately, people are at the centre of the EU-Africa 

partnership. This is why leaders discussed how we can 

further invest in education and training. They looked at 

how to stimulate growth that will create jobs and un-

lock people's productive and entrepreneurial potential. 

Tanzania Signs Pirates Transfer Agreement with EU 

Foreign Minister Bernard Membe and the EU's High Rep-

resentative for Foreign Affairs Catherine Ashton signed a 

Pirates Transfer Agreement in the margins of the EU-Africa 

Summit. This agreement marks yet another important step 

in the relations between the EU and Tanzania and under-

scores the EU's and Tanzania's shared objectives to counter 

security threats in the Indian Ocean and to shoulder efforts 

to provide stability for Somalia and the Horn of Africa. The 

agreement is part of the broader cooperation between the 

EU and Tanzania on maritime security issues.  

Mr. Bernard Membe (R), Tanzania Minister of Foreign Affairs 

& International Cooperation  and Ms. Catherine Ashton, EU 

High Representative signing the Pirates Transfer Agreement in 

Brussels (More Photos) 

European Council Pres-

ident Van Rompuy 

with the UN Secretary 

General, Ban Ki Moon, 

AU Chairperson, 

Nkosazana Zuma, EU 

and AU Representa-

tives, European and 

African Heads of State 

and Government in a 

group photo. 

Fourth EU-Africa Summit—Roadmap 2014-2017 
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http://www.european-council.europa.eu/eu-africa-summit-2014
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/eu-africa-summit-2014
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/4th-africa-eu-summit
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/4th-africa-eu-summit
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eeas/13565205163/in/set-72157643270103265
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eeas/sets/72157643270103265/with/13565497924/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fhcommsbureau/13598603315/in/photostream/deltzadar.delegations.cec.eu.int/dar/home/imbisesu/Documents/Annual plans
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/142094.pdf


 

 

Monday 5 May, EU Ambassadors held a press conference to officially 

launch Europe Week 2014 in Tanzania and the EAC.  

The focus was on EU’s value framework, press freedom and human rights, 

10 years of enlargement, the evolving nature of EU-Tanzania Relations/

Partnership with continued attention to development cooperation but in-

creasingly also trade and investment and political relations. 

 

  

The Press conference was 

followed by an Information 

Session on local Call for Pro-

posals under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights which was 

launched EU Head of Delegation, Ambassador Filiberto Sebregondi and the Chair-

man of the Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance (CHRAGG), 

Judge (rtd) Amiri Manento.  

Tuesday 6 May Europe week celebrations were held in Zanzibar where the 

Head of Delegation  launched two new Development Cooperation Agreements. 

€ 6 million will be disbursed to fund the programme on renewable energies 

and energy efficiency while € 3 million is directed to fund the Zanzibar non-

state actors support programme. The latter programme will facilitate civil soci-

ety led initiatives on accountability, participatory development and policy ad-

vocacy while promoting dialogue between the Revolutionary government of 

Zanzibar and civil societies and democratization processes.   

 

 

On this occasion, a reception was hosted by the European Union at the Grand Palace Hotel in Zanzibar bringing together differ-

ent stakeholders from the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar, NGO’s and Civil Societies, the Private Sector, development 

partners and the media .  

Wednesday 7 May: Arusha was the scene of celebrations with a round 

table discussion on the Business Environment in East Africa. The panel 

included the EU Ambassador to the EAC-Filiberto Sebregondi, EAC Depu-

ty Secretary General-Jean-Claude Nsengiyumva, Chairman of the EABC-

Felix Mosha, Tanzania CEO Roundtable Chairman, Ali Mafuruki, Chair-

man of TPSF-Reginald Mengi and the EA Civil Society Organizations 

Forum Policy Advisor Robert Mmaitsi.  

 

The discussion was a follow-up on the 5th Africa-EU Business Forum, a 

call for a larger role to be played by the private sector in inclusive and sus-

tainable growth in East Africa. 

 

Later it was followed by a signing ceremony for the EU-EAC Maritime 

security project and an official reception which were all well attended.  

Thursday 8 May, morning the EU and the Ministry of Finance signed Fi-

nancing Agreements for the projects Southern Agricultural Growth Corridor 

(SAGCOT) and One Stop Inspection Stations (OSIS) . The EU has invested € 

59.5 million in both projects to support agriculture, roads, energy and 

measures to reduce non-tariff barriers to trade; among other development 

partners. 

 
The signing ceremony was preceded by a short exchange between the Perma-

nent Secretary for the Ministry of Finance, Dr Servacius Likwelile and Am-

bassador  Filiberto Sebregondi on the completion of the 10th EDF and the 

upcoming 11th EDF. 
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EU Week 

 

 

 

Saturday 10 May hosted the Michele Piras Children’s Foot-

ball Tournament in honour of our colleague Michele Piras 

who passed away earlier this year.  

 

Four children’s teams from Ilala, Temeke, Kinondoni and a 

street children’s team clad in European team’s jerseys of 

Spain, Italy, Netherlands and Borussia Dortmund of Germa-

ny led highly competitive and exciting games for the morn-

ing.  

 

Ilala team with the Spanish jerseys won against Kinondoni 

with the Italian jerseys during the final match by a penalty 

shoot out of 4-2.  

 

The winners were presented with a cup, while the runner up 

got a shield. Other prizes were given to the best player -

football shoes, the best scorer-a football, the best goalkeeper

-a pair of gloves and the referee was given a stopwatch. The 

Top 10 winners of the EU Children’s Art Competition were 

also awarded on this day.  

 

Sunday 11 May was the culmination of the Europe Week 

long celebrations.  The Caravan was organised by the EU 

and UWABA, the cyclist organisation in Dar es salaam,  

attracted over 900 cyclists. The event was graced by Min-

ister for Health and Social Welfare, Dr Seif Rashid; the 

Mayor of Ilala Municipal, Jerry Silaa; the Deputy Perma-

nent Secretary of the Ministry of Information, Youth, 

Culture and Sports, Prof. Elisante Ole Gabriel and the 

Deputy National Authorising Officer, Mr Samuel Marwa.   

 

The route began from Mnazi Mmoja with a stop at Ocean 

road beach stretch infront of Aga Khan where the caravan 

stopped to clean the environment and then headed back to 

Mnazi Mmoja. A ruffle game was in place where 5 tricy-

cles and10  bicycles were won as prizes. 

 

The cycle caravan was an opportunity to underline the 

importance of road safety and to plead more attention to 

cycling as a part of the solution to the ever increasing 

traffic congestion problem in the city  

Friday 9 May marked the official celebrations of the Europe Day. In the morning 

the Delegation took part in a press conference with the EUNAVFOR Force Com-

mander and the German Charge d’Affaires with the focus on the current state of 

piracy and the success of EU’s contribution in this regard, as part of a comprehen-

sive approach. 

 

 

The EU Reception, which was held the at the EU Residence, was 

successfully attended by more than 400 guests with the Minister of 

Energy and Minerals, Prof Sospeter Muhongo as the Guest of Hon-

our. 

 

It was a vibrant and joyous event with nine EU Member States hav-

ing their stands at the reception where they offered their traditional 

foods and drinks. Music and dancing set the mood of great celebra-

tions. 
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On Friday 6 June, Olivier Coupleux, EU Head of Eco-

nomics and Governance section—on behalf of the Am-

bassador— participated in the launch of the ‘Fahari Yetu

-Southern Highlands Culture Solutions” Project in 

Iringa. The objective of the project is to support sustaina-

ble community development through conservation, man-

agement, promotion and commercialisation of local her-

itage resources.  

The event was well attended by a large number or repre-

sentatives from the local authorities, the Ministry of 

Finance, the Iringa University College and by a repre-

sentative from the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Tourism, Mr Christoph Timbuka, as the Guest of Hon-

our.  

 

It was a festive occasion with more than a hundred peo-

ple enjoying the music and dance performances, the 

exhibition stalls and a learning experience on the pur-

pose of the project and the enormous cultural and touris-

tic potential of the Iringa Region. 

 

Fahari Yetu project is part of a major cooperation pro-

gram that the EU launched last year to support culture 

for development in Tanzania and more precisely of the 

preservation and promotion of Cultural Heritage compo-

nent in sync with eight other projects.  

July 2014, will see Spain welcoming the Tanzanian young music 

group, Mchiriku of Jagwa Music at its summer festivals. The group 

won this privilege when they conquered the fifth edition of the Casa 

Africa's Vis a Vis Project which was held in February this year during 

the Sauti za Busara Music Festival, in Zanzibar Tanzania. 

  

A group of Promoters and Directors of Music Festivals in Spain, came 

to Tanzania to choose a group of young, emerging and energetic sing-

ers with excellent music and great performance and whose music is 

also authentic, cultural and innovative. Jagwa Music was unanimously 

selected based on their musical style, the coastal based "mchiriku" 

fused with rap stories with strong social messages of the youth living in 

the streets of Dar es Salaam.  

 

In Spain the group will join another winner from Ghana, 

the OY project, to perform for more than 40,000 people 

in more than 8 big festivals including on the Canary 

Islands. This is a major step in boosting cultural rela-

tions between the local cultural industries of Tanzania 

and Spain. More… 

Tanzanian Jagwa Music wins the Spanish Vis a Vis project 

“FAHARI YETU” - Southern Highlands Culture Solutions 
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Spanish Promoters and Directors  at the Spanish Residence 
in Tanzania posing for a picture with  Ms Sylvia Zapater 
Sabate(Top left) , spouse of the Spanish Ambassador to 
Tanzania 

Jagwa Music Group in one of their performanc-

es ( Picture from jagwamusic.net) 

EU Head of Economics & Governance, Olivier Coupleux, 

speaking during the launch of the Fahari Yetu Southern High-

lands Culture Project in Iringa  

http://jagwamusic.net/news.html
http://www.casafrica.es/en/agenda_europa_africa.jsp?PROID=766502
http://www.casafrica.es/en/detalles-notas-prensa.jsp?DS13.PROID=775503


 

 
 
On Wednesday 8th of May, the "Culture in Action! -

Exhibition and Performances" event was launched by the Head 

of Delegation and the Deputy Permanent Secretary of the Min-

istry of Information, Culture, Youth and Sports. The purpose of 

this action was to promote EU Support to Tanzania cultural and 

creative industries.  

This event allowed 11 EU-funded cultural organisations to 

strengthen their visibility, promote the activities they are imple-

menting and create a strong network between them in order to 

develop synergies and mutual aid. More than a hundred people– 

development partners, authorities and art enthusiasts - enjoyed 

the event and learnt more about the tremendous role the cultural 

sector plays in the human and socio-economic development of 

the country. 

Exhibitions & 

performances at 

the Alliance 

Francaise of the 

11 EU funded 

projects 

EU Children’s Art Competition 

The European Union and Nafasi Art Space held a Chil-

dren’s Competition in April ahead of the Europe Week. The 

EU Children’s Art Competition was a complementary activi-

ty of Europe Week where children competed to produce the 

best poster picture for the Michele Piras Children’s Football 

Tournament. The theme of the art competition was Football 

and children had fun drawing and painting to depict the 

theme. 

 

More than 30 children aged between 6 and 15 turned up at 

Nafasi Art Space to take part in the friendly competitions. 

The activities took up the whole day and in the following 

week, Nafasi Art Teachers & artists were able to select the 

Top 10 winners of the competition.  

 

Our Top 10 winners are: Natasha van Wetter (6), James 

Gunk, Sophia (7), Fiona (7), Luis Matemba (10), Wendy 

Bless. 

 

Further up was, Alvin Jamie (9) who got the fourth place, 

Remy (8) in the third place, Bridgette (9) in the second place 

and Giovanna (11) who won the first place.  

 

A poster collage made of pictures from the top 4 winners 

was used to create the invitations to the Michele Piras Chil-

dren’s Football Tournament. Awards for all top 10 winners 

were announced and handed out during the tournament.  

Alvin Jamie 
holding up 
his photo 
which won 
him 4th 
place. 

Children busy drawing and painting at Nafasi 
Art Space during the EU Children’s Art 
Competition 
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EU in Pictures 
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EU Ambassadors met with President Kikwete for a political 

dialogue at the State House in March, 2014 

Heads of Mission of EU Member States in Tanzania met with 

President of Zanzibar, Dr Ali Shein, during a visit on develop-

ment projects in the Isles in  early April, 2014. 

Fatma Alloo (centre) poses with family during the Women in Re-

sistance Exhibitions held in April, 2014 at Alliance Francaise. 

Former Minister of Finance, Zakhia Meghji (first left) reading a 

poster of Fatma’s accomplishments. 

(L-R) EU Attache, Saila-Maria Saaristo, Save the Children Coun-

try Representative, Steve Thorne and PS-Zanzibar Ministry of 

Empowerment, Social Welfare, Youth, Women & Children, Asha 

Abdallah during Day of the African Child in June. 

EU was honoured to be part of the grand celebrations during 

the 50th Anniversary of the Union between Tanganyika and 

Zanzibar in April this year. 

Marine Police Officers pose for a group picture with the EU 

Ambassador and EUCARP NESTOR trainers after receiving 

their certificates upon completion of a Maritime Security train-

ing in Dar es Salaam, March this year. 

Alliance Francaise Director, Sullivan Benetier, gives his 

opening remarks during an EU screening of films to cele-

brate International Women’s Day this year. 

The EU launched its Twitter account during the screening of the 

4th EU-Africa Summit which was held at Umoja House and 

attended by EU and African diplomats in April, 2014 . 



 

 

A Day in the Life of... 
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...Tom Vens, the Head of Political, Press & Information Sec-

tion at the EU Delegation in Tanzania. He is also a husband to 

Ayahlush and father to Michael and Mathias 

 

To know more about Tom, walk with me as we “shadow” him 

through his day... 

The Peninsula:  
I got quite an enthusias-

tic welcome from Skip-

per, the dog, as I arrived 

to watch Tom start his 

day.  

 

FYI, He’s always on 

time!  

Tom the Father: Today his first 

stop is taking Mathias to school. It 

was great to watch him encourage his 

son  in self expression. And I was 

happy to be Mathias’s 12th friend! 

When I heard 

he’s usually an 

early bird...I 

had to take a 

look on day 

two. It’s 6am 

and he’s guilty 

as charged!! 

Section meeting: 

 
At work, it’s a ritual for 

his section to meet eve-

ry morning at 8:30. Tom 

is attentive and precise 

as he discusses daily 

tasks with each member  

Off to work: 

 
And now it’s time 

for Tom the Diplo-

mat 

Farewell at Umoja 

House:  
In the afternoon, Umoja House 

hosted a party to say farewell 

to colleagues leav-

ing...including Tom .  

I watched him quietly charm 

his colleagues as he mingled 

with his glass of sparkling 

water.  

When ‘Fundis’ Meet: 

A quick peek at his next meeting with 

political officers and it’s still easy to 

see that he is confident, assertive and 

highly versed in his field.  

Bonus... 



 

 

STAFF CORNER 

I can already predict with great certainty that it 

will not take long before my good memories of 

Tanzania will become achingly strong...when the 

reality of Somali politics dominate my daily rou-

tine. Farewell Tanzania, farewell all the good 

friends  & colleagues that I leave behind. 

Tom Vens 

I’m sad to leave the won-

derful country of Tanzania 

and my great colleagues, 

but looking forward to the 

new adventures! All the 

best dear colleagues-thank 

you so much for all the 

support and good times! 
Saila-Maria Saaristo 

It has been a pleasure working with you, 

EU squad, but after almost 4 years it is 

time to say goodbye, sadly so. Although 

Tanzania gave me some tough moments 

too, I take with me lots of good memories 

and the hope to meet at least some of you 

in the near future. After all, Zambia is just 

next door...Take care! 

Adam Grodzicki  

Time to say goodbye after working for 

the EU as a PA to various sections and 

lastly as PA to head of Cooperation. 

My time here has been educational, 

and I exit with excellent knowledge 

acquired in the 14 years with EU. 

Looking forward to new ventures. 

  Rose Hayatta 

Thank you Tanzania! The last 5 

years have been intense and event-

ful. And now it’s time for me to 

look forward to new challenges and 

opportunities. I take this chance to 

wish my colleagues and ‘rafikis’ all 

the best! 

Bruno Lopes Pereira 

It has been a blessing being part of the 

EU family where one grows and realis-

es their potentials. Thank you for your 

guidance and for all the opportunities 

that have developed my career and my 

life.  

Patrick Masunzu 

I’ve been fortunate to join a good delegation in 

a beautiful  country, I’ve enjoyed working with 

you all. Special thanks to my colleagues of 

F&C section, where I found support, experi-

ence & professionalism. I hold gorgeous land-

scapes and colourful pictures of Tanzania in 

memory. 

Aude Marechal 

In Memory of Michele Piras (1976 - 2014) 
To a friend and colleague,  a beautiful soul and a wonderful person. We 

cherish the memories of your laughter and kindness, your spirit and 

strength. Sadly you left us, but it’s with great fondness we keep cele-

brating your life with us. 

 

From this life you are gone but never forgotten. May you soul rest in 

peace.  

GOODBYE & FAREWELL 

 

12 

Delegation of European Union to the United Republic of Tanzania  

P.O.Box 9514 

Dar es Salaam 

Telephone: 255 22 2117473/6 

Fax: 255 22 2113277 

E-mail: Delegation-Tanzania@eeas.europa.eu  

 

Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/tanzania/index_en.htm  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanUnionTanzania?

hc_location=timeline  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/EUinTZ  
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