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      European Year for Development 2015 

 

 

Speech by the Ambassador of the European Union to Tanzania and the EAC, Ambassador 

Filiberto Ceriani Sebregondi 

Celebration of 40 years of partnership between Tanzania and the European Union 

 Dar es Salaam – 10th November 2015 

 

Honourable guest of honour, Permanent Secretary Servacius Likwelile,  

Honorable Ambassador Liberata Mulamula, Permanent Secretary Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation 

European Development Fund National Authorising office at the Ministry of Finance, 

Distinguished representatives of Tanzanian authorities and institutions,  

European Year for Development Champions in Tanzania, 

Colleagues from development partners and in particular the United Nation agencies and EU Member 

States, 

Friends from Implementing Partners, 

Distinguished members of the media and civil society, 

Mabibi na mabwana, 

 

It is an honor and great pleasure for me to celebrate with you today 40 years of cooperation and 

partnership between Tanzania and the European Union. 

 

For this purpose, a special testimonial has been compiled in the form of a book which narrates this 

longstanding relationship.  

 

For me, it is also a special event today as my time as EU Ambassador is coming to an end this week. 

 

Let me thank everyone for participating today.  
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40 years ago, in 1975, nine European Countries and 46 African Caribbean and Pacific Countries 

signed the 1
st
 Lomé Convention and one of the first new Delegations of the then European Economic 

Community was opened in Tanzania.  

 

A pioneer European official named Bent Pontopiddan opened the office and started a four decade 

journey of shining cooperation between the EU and the United Republic of Tanzania. 

  

Today we celebrate this anniversary, which coincides with the just celebrated Jubilee of Tanzania 

independence, with proudness.  

 

Since 1975, eight Heads of Delegation have succeeded each other, the office activities have expanded 

considerably, and the newly denominated Delegation of the European Union has been led by two 

fully fledged Ambassadors, as provided for in the EU Lisbon Treaty since 2010. 

 

The European Union has been supporting Tanzania's economic and social development for 40 years. 

Through time, our relationship has become more complex and more mature. Economic integration as 

well as political and security considerations at regional level are becoming shared priorities. Of course 

none of this could happen without the stable and peaceful Tanzania that we have witnessed just over 

fifty years.  

As Federica Mogherini, the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs stated: "This is a remarkable 

achievement, in a region that has experienced too many conflicts in the past decades. The EU highly 

values the United Republic of Tanzania's contribution to peace and democracy in Africa".  

Tanzania has seen various efforts made towards development and the European Union has been 

delighted to contribute to these efforts in close partnership with the government and all our partners.  

Cooperation between the European Union and the United Republic of Tanzania has spanned through 

almost all the lifetime of our institutions. In 40 years we have travelled a long way. And we are now 

willing to move to the next stage of our relationship, strengthening our partnership with the East 

African Community. Regional integration is indeed central to the development of Eastern Africa and 

of the whole continent, both in economic and security terms.  

 

Through these last 40 years, development cooperation has been a major feature of EU-Tanzania 

relations. More than 3 billion Euro have been allocated to grant projects and initiatives, which have 

ranged from infrastructure construction to rural development, from support to education to cultural 

heritage promotion, from electrification to water supply, from empowering local communities to 

strengthening good governance and protecting human rights.  
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Through direct transfer to the national Budget, the EU has then moved away from single projects to 

sustain the nation’s own effort to tackle "poverty, ignorance, and disease", the three enemies of 

Tanzania named by Mwalimu Nyerere.  

 

With special attention to Zanzibar's challenges towards securing tranquility and well-being for the 

people, the EU has always been a proud supporter of the only successful country unification in the 

African continent. We are proud to have helped the Tanzanian people in their quest towards a decent 

life for all. 

 

Today, Tanzania has now almost become a middle income country and a seasoned multiparty 

democracy, while the European Union has more than doubled its membership and established itself as 

global player. Tanzania with Nyerere's imprint of gradual self-reliant construction and Europe with its 

soft approach to power have gone a long way in establishing their partnership on equal footing and on 

mutual respect. 

 

I would like to repeat that Tanzania has been a wonderful example of peace, stability and democracy 

in Africa. The recent elections, despite their close contest, have proven once more the pacific nature 

of Tanzanians. We wait just with apprehension that the stalemate in the Zanzibar elections is solved 

through dialogue and in full respect of the will of the people.  

 

Ladies and Gentleman, the publication we are launching today coincides perfectly well with the 

European Year for Development 2015, which comes at a time of launching the 17 new ambitious 

Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

In Tanzania, the European Year for Development has been an opportunity to encourage Tanzanian 

citizens to get involved in development related issues. It has given us the chance to bring together 

musicians, young people, policy-makers, civil society, private sector, academic institutions and 

individual stakeholders to focus on their common development aims. This also gives us the 

opportunity to highlight all the fantastic work that the EU with its implementing partners in Tanzania 

has been able to do in the last decades.  
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We have appointed at the beginning of the EYD, 7 Tanzanian Champions as representatives of the 

EU-Tanzania relationship. Most of these champions are here today and we want to use the occasion to 

honour them for their important work. Later on, coins issued by Belgium in celebration of the 

European Year for Development, will be handed over to the Champions present, Ambassador 

Mpungwe, Fid Q, Paul Ndunguru and Sophia Mwasikili.  Unfortunately, Dr. Helen Kijo-Bisimba who 

is one of our Champions, was involved in a car accident on Sunday. We wish her all the best and a 

quick recovery. From all the tweets and messages on social media, it is once more confirmed that she 

is truly a champion to the Tanzanian people!  

 

As I approach the end of my duty tour to Tanzania and to the East African Community, I wish all the 

best to the Tanzanian people and I will cherish forever the lessons I learned from them. As I bid 

farewell to this beautiful country and to its people, I will keep their wisdom and determination for a 

better future in my heart and I will join the large group of the Tanzanian "Ambassadors" abroad.  

 

Nawatakia Watanzania kila la kheri katika maisha yenu.  

Nawashukuru sana na kwa herini.  

Nitawakumbuka sana!  


