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EUROPEAN UNION 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

EU Heads of Mission reach out to Tanzanian authorities 

ahead of the 13th European and World Day against Death Penalty 

Saturday, 10 October 2015; Dar es Salaam: Today marks the European and World Day against the Death 

Penalty. On Thursday, 8 October 2015, the EU Ambassador and the Heads of Mission (HOMs) of the 

European Union Member states in Tanzania met with key interlocutors to discuss the death penalty. 

These included the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs Ms Maimuna 

Tarishi, Commissioners from the Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance (CHRAGG) and the 

Commissioner for Prison and Legal Affairs, Dr Juma Malewa. 

EU Ambassadors told Permanent Secretary Maimuna Tarishi that they welcomed Tanzania's continued de 

facto moratorium on the death penalty since 1995, but believed that Tanzania could give a stronger signal 

towards its progressive abolition. For example, the mandatory nature of death penalty could be revised, 

in line with decisions made by some neighbouring countries such as Uganda, Kenya and Malawi.  

In sharing views with CHRAGG, EU Ambassador Filiberto Ceriani Sebregondi recalled EU's global efforts to 

lobby against the death penalty, including within the UN system. He said: "The EU considers capital 

punishment to be cruel and inhuman. It fails to provide deterrence to crime and is irreversible, therefore 

leaving no possibility for correcting the miscarriage of justice which inevitably occurs." 

The Executive Secretary of CHRAGG, Ms Mary Massay, reiterated their commitment: "Death penalty is a 

violation of fundamental human rights because it violates the right to life and the right not to be subjected 

to cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment. The Commission strongly recommends that Tanzania should 

ratify the Second Optional Protocol and immediately abolish the death penalty."  

The EU Ambassadors also visited Ukonga Prison where they met with Commissioner for Prison and Legal 

Affairs, Dr Juma Malewa and other Prison officers. Dr Malewa, who represented the Commissioner 

General for Prisons, noted that: "The right to life is a fundamental right to all human beings upon which 

other rights depend. The nature of crimes committed, public attitude towards perpetrators and the 

prevailing laws pose a challenge to the advocacy against death penalty." 

The Officer in-charge of Ukonga Prisons, Mr Stephen Mwasabila, recalled in his briefing remarks that 

Tanzania undertook its last execution in 1994. During the discussions the Heads of Mission learnt that 

Ukonga currently accommodates 1443 prisoners, below its full capacity of 1500. However, the 

condemned prisoners' wing has only five compartments with an authorized capacity to accommodate 

twenty five condemned prisoners, but it currently holds eighty one prisoners sentenced to death. 
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EU Heads of Mission were allowed to meet and listen to the prisoners on the death row. In their address 

to the Heads of Mission and Officials, the inmates expressed their happiness in receiving the EU Heads of 

Mission for the second time (the first visit occurred in 2013).  They reiterated that innocent convicts may 

be sentenced to death and that the death penalty denies the possibility of rehabilitation for the convicts. 

They conveyed their hope that the EU and other stakeholders would work with the government to abolish 

the capital punishment and establish limited imprisonment sentences.  

The European Union holds a strong and principled position against the death penalty. All EU Member 

States have abolished the death penalty. The abolition of the death penalty worldwide represents one of 

the main objectives of the EU’s human rights policy and a personal priority for EU High Representative for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Vice-President of the European Commission, Ms Federica Mogherini. 

The EU's efforts against the death penalty are addressed to all the countries that retain the death penalty. 

The EU congratulates Tanzanian civil society organizations working towards the abolition of death penalty 

in Tanzania for their relentless efforts of awareness raising and campaigning.  Tanzania is strongly 

encouraged to consider the abolishment of the death penalty in future reviews of its legal framework. 
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Background 

 Tanzania has signed all the conventions relating to the protection of human rights within the framework of the 
African Union. It has also been a party to both the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 
and the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) since 1976. However, Tanzania 
has not signed/ratified the First and Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights of 15 December 1989, aiming respectively at the right of individual petition and the abolition of 
death penalty. Tanzania is an abolitionist country de facto: the last death penalty in Tanzania was carried out in 
1994. Currently, 465 individuals are under sentence of death. 

 Crimes punishable by death in Tanzania are: i) Murder, ii) Treason, iii) Military offenses not resulting in death; iv) 
Other offenses not resulting in death (including abortion unless performed by a doctor to save the woman's 
life). Tanzania has a 'mandatory' death penalty, meaning that murder and the above-mentioned offences bring a 
death penalty. There is no discretion for judges to give consideration to any mitigating factors. International law 
provides strong guidance that death penalty should not be mandatory. The approved draft Constitution retains 
death penalty for ordinary crimes, including murder and treason. 

 The past decade has seen significant progress in neighbouring African countries, of which Uganda and Malawi 
have abolished the mandatory death penalty for murder. The Kenyan Supreme Court is currently considering 
abolishing the mandatory death penalty for murder. 

 Tanzanian civil society organizations working towards the abolition of death penalty include the Legal and 
Human Rights Centre (LHRC), the Zanzibar Legal Services Centre, the Southern Africa Human Rights NGO-
Network (SAHRINGON) Tanzania Chapter, the Tanganyika Law Society (TLS) and the Coalition of Human Rights 
Defenders. 

Facts about the death penalty:  

 There is a worldwide trend towards abolition: the number of countries that abolished the death penalty by law 
for all crimes grew considerably between 1993 and 2015. 

 As of December 2014, 140 countries - more than 2/3 of the countries of the world - were abolitionist in law or 
practice.  

 Of the countries that retain the death penalty, 22 countries/territories were known to have carried out 
executions and at least 6 to have imposed death sentences in 2015.  

 
Attachments 

 Joint Declaration by the European Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica 
Mogherini, and the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Thorbjørn Jagland, on the European and World 
Day against the Death Penalty. 

 
Useful links 
 
EU Death Penalty Guidelines  
http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/guidelines/death_penalty/docs/guidelines_death_penalty_st08416_en.pdf 
 
EIDHR Report Delivering on the Death Penalty 
http://www.eidhr.eu/files/dmfile/EIDHRDeliveringonDeathPenalty.pdf 
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