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International Day of the Girl Child celebrations 

9 October 2015 

 

[All Protocols observed] 

 

It gives me great pleasure to be here with you this morning to celebrate the International Day 

of the Girl Child. 

 

I will simply say a few words on why it is important for us, as European Union, to support in 

particular the work against child marriage and FGM. 

 

Equality between men and women is at the core of the EU's values and it is enshrined in our 

legal and political framework.  We are at the forefront of the protection and fulfilment of 

girls’ and women’s rights and vigorously promote them in our external relations.  

 

2015 is a pivotal year for gender equality and the empowerment of girls and women. It 

promises a new development framework at the global level, with gender equality firmly at the 

centre of the proposed Sustainable Development Goals.  It is also the 15th anniversary of the 

UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, and the 20th 

anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. 

 

Globally, significant progress has been made towards achieving gender equality and girls’ 

and women’s empowerment. Girls’ access to primary education and women’s economic 

empowerment have all significantly improved in recent years. More women have access to 

health care services and modern methods of contraception and less die in childbirth.  

 

Nonetheless, the level of achievement has been uneven across regions and within countries. 

Worldwide, girls and women continue to be systematically left behind and discriminated 

against.  Persistent, and in some cases unprecedented, violations of women’s rights occur on 

a daily basis. Harmful practices such as Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) continue to exist; 

more than 125 million girls and women alive today have been subjected to FGM in Africa 

and the Middle East. 

 

The EU aims at a world where the rights of girls and women are claimed, valued and 

respected by all, and where everyone is able to fulfil their potential and contribute to a more 

fair and just society for all.  Specifically, we want to take action and transform lives through 

four pivotal areas.  

I will focus now on the first one: Ensuring Girls’ and Women’s Physical and Psychological 

Integrity. Eliminating all forms of violence against women and girls, including FGM, and 

ending child, early, and forced marriages, are part and parcel of this first area of work.  

 

You may ask, why such a focus on tackling violence against women? 
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We believe that preventing and combating Violence Against Women and Girls is a 

precondition for equitable and inclusive sustainable development, as well as an important 

value and objective in itself. Fundamental breaches of girls’ and women’s rights, such as 

FGM and child marriage, leave them with little freedom to exercise choice and control over 

their own bodies and lives, locking them into vulnerable and disempowering positions. Every 

single day 37,000 girls become child brides around the globe.  

 

In Tanzania, while there are no official statistics on child marriage and FGM, 37% of girls 

were married before the age of 18, according to a past Tanzania Demographic and Health 

Survey. This means that thousands of Tanzanian girls (and to some extent also boys) enter 

marriage too early, often without their prior knowledge or consent. Child marriage is most 

often associated with dramatic psychological, physical and social consequences such as 

increased domestic violence, teenage pregnancies, higher exposure to HIV/AIDS and 

sexually transmitted diseases, reduced maternal and infant health and higher drop-out from 

school. 

 

It is not just individuals that suffer from such harmful practices, but societies at large. Most 

conservative estimates measure the national cost of Violence Against Women and Girls in the 

billions of dollars, yet it continues to be one of the most pervasive forms of human rights 

violations. Deeply ingrained social and cultural norms are often at its root. However, it is our 

firm view that neither custom, nor tradition, nor culture, nor religion can be invoked to justify 

any form of violence against women and girls. 

 

We strongly believe that ensuring that girls and women have and retain choices and control 

over their own bodies, and are not violated, and ensuring their psychological and physical 

integrity and the prosecution of violators, will improve development outcomes across the 

board.  

 

In Tanzania, the EU supports efforts to eliminate violence against women and girls, in the 

framework of our overall efforts to promote gender equality and women's empowerment. To 

give an example of our project support, we partner with Plan and Children's Dignity Forum to 

support girls in Tarime District in Mara Region with the objective of tackling child marriage 

and FGM. We also support national efforts to establish effective child protection and child 

justice systems at national and local level, both in Mainland and in Zanzibar. Overall, we 

currently contribute over 7 million EUR - over 14 billion TZS - to projects that directly 

support women's equal access to political and public life, vocational training and employment 

opportunities, as well as contribute to ending violence against women and harmful traditional 

practices. 

 

Beyond project support, we seek to promote girls' empowerment throughout our 

Development Cooperation, by mainstreaming gender-equality principles and specific gender 

objectives in all our interventions, including through Budget Support and dialogue with 

National Authorities. Strengthened service delivery, gender equality in education, and 

improved maternal health are at the very core of our Budget Support to Tanzania. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
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Our aim is that no woman or girl across the globe has to undergo female genital mutilation 

nor any child be subjected to early or forced marriage. The EU urges all countries to 

criminalise, punish and undertake appropriate action to change the social norms underpinning 

these forms of violence against women. In the case of Tanzania, we will keep advocating for 

the review of the domestic legal framework to raise the minimum legal age for marriage to 

18. 

 

Globally, as well as in Tanzania, the EU joins hands with the United Nations to provide 

technical assistance to national authorities to promote positive policy and legal development. 

Let me recognise and applaud the UN Specialised Agencies UNFPA, UNICEF and 

UNWOMEN for their leadership and contributions in this area. I also want to commend the 

efforts and commitment of National Authorities especially around the National Campaign to 

End Child Marriage. Finally, needless to say, we are honoured to be able to partner with such 

capable organisations as Plan International and Children's Dignity Forum. 

 

Before we proceed with the programme and celebrations, let me sincerely thank and wish you 

all the very best in our common quest to tackle child marriage and FGM and support all 

children to realise their rights and full potential. 

 

Together we can make it! 

Pamoja tutafanikiwa! 

 

Asanteni sana 

 


