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Honourable Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mahadi Juma Maalim 

Honourable Ministers and Members of Parliament, 

Fellow Ambassadors and Heads of Mission, 

Distinguished guests, Colleagues and friends, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It feels good to celebrate with you the 9th of May – the day of the Schuman 

Declaration when 65 years ago the visionary politician Schuman called for the 

unification of Europe in the aftermath of the World War II. His message of 

peace and unity is as relevant as ever. Schuman's appeal to overcome age-

old divisions laid the foundation of what has become the European Union 

today. 

Certainly, the European unification has also faced challenges: a few years 

back we have experienced an unprecedented financial crisis which sent wave 

shocks across the whole Eurozone. Strong reforms have taken place in the 

fiscal and banking sectors to start economic recovery. Today, the cost of 

these reforms and the still slow economic growth are at the source of 

European citizens' anxieties, anxieties that sometimes take the form of 

populist stances or nurture feelings of retrenchment and xenophobia.  

But Europe is a house with many rooms that should not be misunderstood or 

misrepresented. Peace and prosperity cannot be taken for granted. It is a 

constant work in progress, something that must be nurtured and protected. 

From an initial group of 6 nations and today a family of 28, the EU has 

become the world's largest peace project and the world's biggest single 

market. The dreams of our founding fathers have become a reality.  



Today new sources of instability are looming at our borders with the crisis in 

Ukraine, with its risks of reviving cold-war attitudes, and more worrisomely 

with the proliferation of terrorist fighter groups taking control of territories 

in our neighbourhood, in Syria, Iraq, Lybia… The European Union firmly 

believes that these crises can and should be solved through dialogue and 

political negotiation processes. We are providing support in this direction on 

top of massive humanitarian aid to the suffering populations. But principles 

such as the inviolability of sovereign borders and the refusal of all forms of 

terrorism and violent radicalism remain at the basis of our action. 

With our African brothers we share some of these challenges: the spreading 

of terrorist attacks from Europe to Nigeria and the Sahel and most recently 

the heinous killing of innocent Kenyan students in Garissa are part of an ever 

growing international challenge that we must face together. Terrorism and 

armed rebellion by radical groups has always been against the law, but the 

use of religion to kill innocent people or to destroy humanity's history and 

legacy are even against God's law, whatever God is believed in. I am sure, 

Hon. Minister, that we share this profound value: people's fundamental 

freedoms and freedom of religious belief cannot be violated and we should 

do our outmost to protect them. In Europe, in Africa, in Tanzania, 

everywhere. 

Honourable Minister, 

Talking of Tanzania, together with my fellow EU Ambassadors here present, 

we are proud to serve in the beacon of peace, stability and democracy in 

Africa that is your country. Tanzania continues to be an example in this 

respect and we trust that this year, which will be marked by the general 

elections and possibly a Constitutional Referendum, will show once more 

how mature Tanzanian people and institutions are in preserving peace, 

democracy, and the rule of law. We know your country faces also important 

challenges: poverty is still widespread, young educated and unemployed 

citizens are more and more vocal about their rights, violent extremist groups 

exist and have proven unfortunately to be connected with the global terror, 

and differences come to surface when deciding about the use of natural 

resources or the best model for national unity. But you are determined to 

face these challenges and we are here to support you. The challenges are not 



very different from ours and we stand by the principle and values which 

unite us. 

The European Union's engagement with Tanzania has evolved across the 

years. The times that our presence was merely driven by generous 

philanthropy and paternalistic trade relations have long gone by. 

Development assistance has evolved towards cooperation, then partnership. 

We exchange and cooperate on promoting peace and security in the sub-

region, be it inland or at sea. Our trade and economic relations are maturing 

and are inspired by mutual interests. Investments are coupled with transfer 

of knowledge; trade acknowledges that markets are growing in Africa and 

are not only source of raw materials; trade and investments pursue 

diversification, added value, and regional integration. The initialling in 

October 2014 of the Economic Partnership Agreement between the EU and 

the EAC is a concrete outcome that I wish to celebrate here. The inauguration 

of the EU Business Group of Tanzania two weeks ago in this same garden is 

another significant benchmark. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The year 2015 will see the assessment of how far global efforts to achieve the 

Millennium Development Goals have reached and what needs to be done to 

definitely end poverty, to achieve a decent life for all and to preserve the 

sustainability of our planet. We work to raise global standards so that 

everybody can drink clear water and breathe clean air. We congratulate 

Tanzania and President Kikwete for his leadership in this same direction. The 

EU has decided to celebrate 2015 as the Year of Development, so that people 

in Europe and in the developing countries can meet, discuss, decide about a 

better future for all. In Tanzania, seven Champions from the civil society have 

agreed to celebrate the Year for Development and two of them, the singer 

Keisha, the artist Paul Nguru are here. You have enjoyed listening Keisha and 

Paul when singing the Tanzanian Anthem. With our development 

cooperation, worth 100 million €/year, we will continue supporting Tanzania 

until she achieves her dream of modernity and self-reliance. The European 

Union and its Member States will continue to provide half of the entire 

Development Assistance to Tanzania. And we are proud of this. 



Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,  

As I conclude, I wish to thank all of you for being here tonight and joining in 

my last celebration of the Europe Day in Tanzania. Due to the heavy rains 

over Dar es Saalam we have been obliged to postpone the traditional Cycling 

Caravan due tomorrow, starting from Alliance Francaise and to be concluded 

later at the Nafasi Art Centre. Finally, I thank everyone, my staff at the EU 

Delegation, my domestic staff here, my family and friends, and all who have 

contributed to make this evening and this year of partnership a memorable 

one. 

I invite you now to raise your glasses to the good health of H. E. President J. 

M. Kikwete and to the prosperity and partnership between the European 

people and the Tanzanian people. Cheers. 

Asanteni sana… 

 

 


