
Salma Stambuli,
34 year old weaver:

“I would not be able 

to do this on my own. 

Looms and other 
weaving machines are 

too expensive and they 

occupy a lot of space.” 

 
“By being part of World 

of Weaving I earn 

enough money to meet 

the daily needs of my 

family.”

See what Salma and 

the EU are doing 
together under Training 

and employment 
opportunities.

1. Projects with partners

The EU contributes over 7 million EUR 
(TZS 14.2 billion) to initiatives that 
specifically address gender equality 
and women empowerment. These 
support women’s equal access to, 
and equal opportunities in, political 
and public life, land rights, as well as 
education, health and employment.

Training and employment 
opportunities 

The EU supports Salma (right) and 
the World of Weaving in Dar es 
Salaam and Ifakara Women Weavers 
Association to improve techniques and 
patterns and find attractive markets 
for their products to generate more 
income. 

The project implemented by Cordaid 
enhances professionalism, economic 
progress and pride in the textile 
industry by bringing Tanzanian 
weaving designs to the world market.

Equal access to land rights 

Broad and equal access to land is 
important to promote gender equity, 
peace, reduce rural poverty and 
discourage mass migration to towns. 
That is why the EU supports women’s 
access to land rights and ownership 
in Kigoma Rural, Masasi and Kasulu 
districts. 

Over 250,000 women are benefitting 
from the Women’s Social and 
Economic Rights Programme 
implemented by Concern through 

Empower Women

Equality between women and men 
is one of the founding values of 
the European Union (EU). This is 
pursued within and outside Europe 
by mainstreaming gender equality 
principles and targets in all EU 
technical cooperation as well as 
supporting gender specific actions. 

In Tanzania, the EU promotes gender 
equality and women’s empowerment 
through:

1. Support to specific projects.

2. Dialogue with National 
Authorities.

3. General Budget Support to the 
Treasury.

and Girls



access to land ownership, micro-
credit, business training and farming 
inputs. The programme strengthens 
the women’s status, social rights and 
decision making powers at home, in 
the community and at district level. 

Protecting women from harmful 
traditional practices and worst 
forms of human rights violations 

Murder cases involving older women, 
accused of practicing witchcraft, 
are on the rise. By 2013, 765 older 
people had been killed, of whom 505 
were women.Together with HelpAge 
International the EU promotes and 
protects the rights of the women. 

With Plan International the EU 
prevents child marriage and female 
genital mutilation (FGM) in high risk 
communities in Tarime district in Mara 
region to support girls to realise their 
rights. Child marriage has a huge 
impact on girls’ health, well-being and 
personal development. It denies them 
of their right to live a prosperous and 
healthy life. Mara has the third highest 
rate of child marriages in Tanzania 
and cultural practices which push for 
FGM are the reason for that. 

The project implemented by Plan  
International raises awareness of 
girls’ rights and creates dialogue on 
harmful practices. Girls, boys, parents, 
community and religious leaders 
are targeted through theatre for 
development, football and community 
dialogue sessions.

Fight violence against  
women and girls

Ending all forms of violence against 
women and girls is a key priority of 
the EU. In Tanzania the EU supports 
the national strategy to end violence 
against women and children, notably 
physical and sexual violence and 
trafficking. 

In partnership with national and local 
authorities, the United Nations and 

civil society organizations, the EU 
supports the establishment of Child 
Protection Systems in all of Tanzania 
and Legal Sector reforms in Zanzibar, 
building the capacity of key institutions 
to better prevent, handle and respond 
to cases of violence. 

Together with civil society organisations 
the EU encourages a number of 
public awareness and community 
based interventions, as well as the 
establishment of children-one-stop-
centers and shelters for women and 
girls victims of abuse and trafficking in 
Zanzibar, Kisarawe, Shinyanga, Arusha 
and Mwanza.

2. Ensuring women’s equal access 
to political and public life through 
dialogue

In partnership with the UN, the EU 
supports women’s equal access to, 
and equal opportunities in political 
and public life, including the right to 
vote and to stand for election. 

3. Supporting gender equality in 
education and health through 
Budget Support

Equal access to social services and 
gender equality in health and education 
are in focus of EU development 
cooperation. 

The EU has committed 270 million 
EUR (TZS 548 billion) Tsh to General 
Budget Support to Tanzania to 
support the national poverty reduction 
strategies.

Through its budget support, the EU aims 
at improving access, quality and equity 
in basic social service delivery with a 
particular focus on gender disparities. 
In coordination with other development 
partners, in particular EU Members 
States and the Government of Tanzania, 
the EU monitors a set of indicators on 
education and health with a special 
attention on gender issues. Priority is set 
on maternal health and on better access 
and quality education for girls.

Empower Women and Girls

Together we can make it!
Tanzania and the European 
Union have developed a strong 
partnership. The EU is the largest 
grant provider to Tanzania. 
Sustainable development with a  
pro-poor focus in line with 
Tanzania’s own national strategies 
is the core of the cooperation. At 
the same time, EU promotes trade 
and investment.

For more information  www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/tanzania/index_en.htm 
EU Info Point at Alliance Française,  Dar es Salaam

European Union in Tanzania

@EUinTZ


