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Your Excellency Dr. Jakaya Kikwete, President of the URT 

Minister of Community Development, Gender and Children, Honourable 

Sophia Simba 

Members of the Diplomatic Corps and Representative of the UN Agencies, 

Representatives from Non-Governmental Organisations and other 

Development Partners, 

Representatives from the media, 

Mabibi na Mabwana,  

 

Naomba nianze kwa kuwatakia wanawake wote Tanzania, heri ya siku hii 

muhimu kwetu sote!  

 

Tekeleza. Usawa kwa wanawake, maendeleo kwa wote!  

 

It is an honour and a pleasure to be here today on this important occasion.  

 

As the European Union, we are proud to be supporting Tanzanian women and 

girls. Equality between women and men is one of our founding values, and we 



pursue this both within and outside European borders. We believe that gender 

equality is a matter of social justice, but also of "smart economics"- women’s 

participation in the economy is essential for sustainable development and 

economic growth. We have ample evidence that investing in women's 

entrepreneurial skills and education generates wider social, economic and 

environmental development. 

 

In Tanzania, we consistently promote gender equality and women's 

empowerment throughout our Development Cooperation. We do so by 

mainstreaming gender-equality principles and specific gender objectives in all 

our interventions, including in General Budget Support and dialogue with 

National Authorities. Strengthened service delivery, gender equality in 

education, and improved maternal health are core to our General Budget 

Support to the United Republic of Tanzania. Through dedicated and targeted 

actions, we currently contribute over 7 million EUR - over 14 billion TZS - to 

projects that directly support women's equal access to political and public life, 

land and farming, vocational training and employment opportunities, as well as 

contribute to ending violence against women and harmful traditional practices. 

 

Let me give a few examples of our achievements. In 2014, our support to 

combating violence against women and girls contributed to developing the 

skills of 63 Welfare Officers, 150 Police Gender and Children’s Desks, 200 

prosecutors and justice officers, 200 School Committees, 6000 community 

volunteers, as well as parents and caregivers, in both Mainland and Zanzibar.  

As for social and economic rights, since 2012 we have been able to contribute 

to the economic and social empowerment of 8000 women in Mtwara and 

Kigoma through access to land ownership titles, micro-credit, and business 



training. We are very excited that this year we will have the opportunity to 

support civil society action against some harmful traditional practices, 

notably child marriage, female genital mutilation, and witchcraft-related 

killings, in Mara and Mwanza regions respectively. Through the project in 

Mara, we look forward to supporting 1300 girls, 400 boys and men, 600 

parents, and 200 community leaders, religious leaders and police gender desk 

officers in the fight towards preventing child marriage and FGM. 

 

In Morogoro region EU-funded projects are supporting, among other things, 

the Ifakara Women's Weavers Association. This project aims to increase the 

number of skilled weavers and ultimately to increase economic growth by 

bringing Tanzanian weaving designs to the world market. Yesterday with the 

Acting District Commissioner and the UN Resident Coordinator I had the 

opportunity to visit an EU-funded project that supports the resettlement of 

people displaced due to floods in nearby Kilosa. In this context I want to 

express my sadness at the recent news of the storm that ravaged Kahama 

District in Shinyanga region and left 40 people dead, 82 others injured, and 

caused heavy damage to infrastructure and crops. In Kilosa, our contribution of 

6.8 million EUR – 13.8 billion TZS – allowed the construction of two schools and 

a dispensary as well as the provision of water supply and electricity. The 

construction of roads is also underway. These basic social and economic 

services are benefiting nearly 8000 people. However, I wish to call on local 

authorities in Kilosa to complete their part of the work so that the 

resettlement of the displaced can be completed. I recognize the personal 

engagement of the President on this issue and urge that his instruction be 

implemented as soon as possible. 

 



Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I want to end this short intervention with two points. 

Firstly, I want to make a strong call on authorities, partners, and wananchi to 

put an end to violence against women and children, to defend and promote 

the access of women to land, properties, and business, to stop early marriages 

so that girls can go to school and build up a better future for themselves and 

their family, and to protect girls and children of vulnerable groups such as 

PWAs, who continue to be victims of abhorrent attacks and killing. 

 

Secondly, I wish to appeal for strengthened dialogue and the establishment 

of mechanisms to resolve land disputes. I trust you agree with me, that land is 

crucial to the welfare of the Tanzanian people, and moreover, that it is a vital 

asset for women. Unfortunately there are situations in Tanzania of conflict 

around the use of land, including here in Morogoro region. Every societal 

group – farmers, pastoralists, men, and women – have the right to access and 

use the land to build their future and the one of the nation. I therefore appeal 

for more resolution mechanisms and increased legal security over land 

tenure, which is a foundation for better livelihoods and economic growth of 

Tanzania's next generations. 

 

In closing, I would like to sincerely thank and wish all the best to the Ministry 

of Community Development, Gender and Children and the UN agencies for 

organizing so well this week of celebrations of the IWD and all international 

partners in their quest to support the promotion of women's rights and more 

just societies.  



Nikiwa kama mume na baba, ninawasihi wanaume wote tujihusishe katika 

azma hii, tukitambua umuhimu na matokeo chanya tunayoweza kuchangia 

katika uwezeshaji wa wanawake, na hivyo kujenga Tanzania yenye 

mafanikio zaidi. 

Asanteni sana 

 


