
EU to launch programme to promote Tanzanian culture 
 
THE European Union is in the 
process of approving a major 
programme for promoting 
Tanzanian culture as part of its 
efforts in strengthening 
partnership between Europe and 
Tanzania.  
 
Speaking in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday, the head of the 
European Union Delegation to 
Tanzania, Ambassador Tim 
Clarke, said the EU was getting 
closure to approving a major 
programme to support 
Tanzanian institutions that 
promote culture.     
 
"It is my personal belief that 
culture is at the very heart of our 
co-operation and partnership 
with Tanzania. Without a true 
and deep mutual understanding 
of who we are, and what values 
we aspire to, together, our partnership will always be an impoverished one," he said. 
 
Ambassador Clarke was speaking during the launch of the European Union National Institutes of Culture (EUNIC)-
Tanzania group that was held in Dar es Salaam.  
 
EUNIC is a network of European cultural institutes from the EU member states working actively in EU partner countries all 
over the world. EUNIC's members work in over 150 countries with over 2,000 branches. They work in every cultural field 
such as arts, languages, youth, education, science, intercultural dialogue and development.  
 
Ambassador Clarke said that the programme will be divided into two parts; one supporting Tanzanian entrepreneurs in 
the fields of art, music, dance, fashion, and literature, and the other supporting the conservation and preservation of 

Tanzanian cultural heritage.  
 
"A formal financial decision is not expected for several 
months, but we can already launch the process and go 
ahead with identifying possible beneficiaries," he added.  
 
Through EUNIC three European cultural institutes 
namely Alliance Française, British Council and Goethe 
Institute formally institutionalised their links within a 
broader European Union framework. The three have 
been operating and cooperating in Tanzania for 
decades now. 
 
According to Ambassador Clarke, through the work of 
these institutes under the umbrella of EUNIC, EU and 
Tanzania will foster a better understanding of each 
other.  
 
"Through better understanding, comes true friendship, 
and a true and deep partnership. EUNIC will be 
instrumental in promoting stronger cultural partnership 
between Europe and Tanzania, and between Tanzania 
and the rest of the world," he said.  
 
Ambassador Clarke, who presided over the launch, 
commended the three European cultural institutes in 
building true partnerships and cultural exchanges with 
Tanzania. The function was also attended by French 
Ambassador to Tanzania, Jacques Champagne de 
Labriolle, and officials from the three institutes, 
European missions to Tanzania, government and 
institutes of learning, among others.  

Ambassador Tim Clarke chatting with students at 

Alliance Francaise in Dar es Salaam 

Ambassador Tim Clarke, speaking during the launch of the European Union 
National Institutes of Culture (EUNIC)-Tanzania group that was held in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday. With him are the Director of Alliance Française Didier 
Martin (left), Country Director of British Council Sally Robinson and Director of 
Goethe Institute Ulrike Schwerdtfeger.  

 

 


