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Mr Rector, 

Excellencies,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great honour for me to be asked to make some remarks to wrap up today's event, to 

mark Climate Diplomacy Day. 

 

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to the Rector of the University, Professor Dr 

Martin Täuber, for making this distinguished venue available, for hosting today's event and 

for leading our discussions. I would also like to thank the three presenters, Ambassador 

Otto Lampe, Professor Dr Thomas Stocker, and Ambassador Bérengère Quincy, for their 

extremely interesting and valuable contributions to this afternoon's debate. I would also 

like to thank our cooperation partner Bern rollt who provided climate friendly transport to 

travel to the university.  Great for combatting climate change; great also for our waistlines. 

 

I think it's clear from our discussions this afternoon that climate change is one of the great-

est – if not the greatest – challenges facing humanity, and indeed the future of our entire 

planet.  If we don't confront and manage climate change as a matter of urgency, we will 

put at risk not only the environment but also world economic prosperity, development and, 

more broadly, our stability and security. I think we are already seeing the disastrous indi-

rect effects of climate and environmental change in the flows of migrants towards Europe, 

with the attendant tragedies which we witness almost daily on our television screens. 

 

2015 will be a crucial year for the climate agenda, with – as we have heard – immensely 

important decisions being taken at the Paris Conference in December.  So, our debate to-

day is particularly timely. 

 

I would like to take the opportunity now of saying a few brief words about the contribution 

which the European Union is making to addressing the threats posed by climate change.  

They fall under three broad headings: the EU's action at home; its diplomatic action on the 

world stage; and its assistance to others, particularly to developing countries. 
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Firstly, at home.  Addressing climate change is a key priority for the European Union.  We 

are working hard to minimise our own impact on the planet's climate.  We have set our-

selves ambitious goals – which all seem conveniently to be expressed by the figure '20'.  

So, by 2020 we want to have in comparison with 1990:  a 20% cut in greenhouse gas 

emissions; 20% of total energy consumption coming from renewable energy sources;  and 

a 20% increase in energy efficiency.   

 

We are doing this firstly through financial support:  20% of the 2014-20 budget will be de-

voted to protecting this climate.  This is on top of funding from the individual member 

states.  Some of this money is devoted to developing new technologies – carbon capture 

and storage – designed to trap carbon dioxide from power stations and other industrial in-

stallations and store it in the ground. 

 

We are also doing this through regulation.  The EU's Emissions Trading System is the key 

tool for reducing greenhouse gas emissions form industry at the lowest cost.  The member 

states are required to support renewable energy sources such as wind, solar and biomass 

to reach the green energy targets.  They have to reduce the energy use of their buildings;  

industries are required to improve the energy efficiency of a wide array of equipment and 

household appliances;  car manufacturers have to reduce CO2 emissions from new cars 

and vans. 

 

By 2050, the EU aims to have cut its emissions substantially – by 80-95% compared with 

1990 levels.  Turning Europe into a highly energy efficient and low-carbon economy will 

also boost the economy, create jobs and strengthen Europe's competitiveness. 

 

But climate change is a truly global challenge which knows no frontiers, and so requires a 

global response.  This brings me to the second strand of our work, through climate change 

diplomacy.  The EU is at the forefront of international negotiations for the new global cli-

mate agreement which is due to be finalised this year, and implemented from 2020.  We 

think we have an impressive story to tell in terms of our own actions.  We also engage with 

like-minded countries – and, as with so many global issues, Switzerland is a particularly 

close ally on this agenda.  We're pressing for a balanced, comprehensive and legally bind-
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ing agreement at Paris in December – capable of keeping the global temperature rise be-

low 2ºC.  This is a historic opportunity which we cannot afford to miss. 

 

The third strand of our work is through our development assistance programme – and it is 

perhaps no coincidence that 2015 is also the European Year of Development.   

 

Climate change and development are inextricably linked.  In 2013, the former President of 

the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso, highlighted this in the following terms:   

 

“We must ensure that the post 2015 agenda will truly lead to prosperity for all.  From the 

EU’s perspective the fight against poverty and for sustainability are two sides of the same 

coin.  Poverty is not only morally wrong, it is also economically unsustainable.  Environ-

mental degradation is not only ecologically wrong, it is also economically destructive.  And 

both, poverty and environmental degradation are politically unacceptable.” 

 

So, the 2015 climate change agreement should be seen in the broader context of promot-

ing climate resilient sustainable development in all countries.  This calls for coherence be-

tween climate change and development policies, including between the climate agreement 

and the post-2015 development framework. 

 

Developing countries are particularly vulnerable to climate change risks because their 

economies often depend more on climate-sensitive natural resources, and because they 

possess fewer resources to adapt to the impacts of climate change – the natural disasters 

which flow from climate change hit the world's poorest populations hardest.   

 

The EU and its Member States are the largest contributor of Official Development Assis-

tance and of climate finance to developing countries.  The EU supports a vast array of ac-

tions from adaptation to mitigation, supporting renewable sources of energy, measures to 

increase energy efficiency, the protection of forests, and disaster risk reduction.  Since ad-

dressing climate change is intertwined with the parallel agenda of promoting sustainable 

development, climate action is an integral part of our overall programme of support to each 

developing country.  Our development assistance also helps reduce partner countries’ ex-
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posure to systemic threats such as resource degradation, and to volatile energy and agri-

cultural prices. 

 

Our assistance recognises the fact that partner countries have legitimate needs for eco-

nomic development, and that, ultimately, it is the developed world that bears special re-

sponsibility both now and historically for the bulk of humanity's contribution to climate 

change.  But the policies which partner countries choose now to pursue will have important 

implications for their own contribution to greenhouse gas emissions in the years to come. 

 

Activities to mitigate the effects of climate change, on the other hand, offer fresh develop-

ment opportunities, helping partner countries avoid being trapped with environmentally 

damaging practices and technologies.  They have positive impacts in terms of health and 

the environment, energy security, and income distribution; they stimulate employment and 

underpin sustainable economic growth.  In countries where much of the infrastructure for 

development has yet to be built, there are particular opportunities to invest in infrastructure 

and adopt development practices which are low-carbon from the outset.   

 

All countries should play their part in fighting climate change.  While developed countries 

should clearly take the lead in cutting emissions, developing countries, in particular those 

which are more advanced economically, should also acknowledge their responsibilities 

and start to reduce the rate of growth of their emissions as soon as possible.  Action now, 

in line with the IPCC’s assessment of what will be required to ensure an average global 

temperature rise below 2ºC, will avoid the need for more drastic and costly action in the 

future. 

 

To conclude, I hope that we leave this afternoon's event more determined than ever to 

make our own individual contributions to meet this most terrible of global challenges.  As a 

reward for this determination, could I invite you to continue our discussions over a drink in 

the foyer – kindly offered by the member states which have organised today's events: 

France, Germany, and the UK. You might also like to have a look at the selection of litera-

ture on climate change in the foyer which has been provided by the Kornhausbibliothek – 

to offer further food for thought, and stimulus for debate. 

 


