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Honourable Members of the National Council, 

Members of the Cantonal Council, 

State Secretaries,  

Excellencies, 

Researchers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a real honour for me to say a few words to you tonight as part of our 

annual celebration of Europe Day.  As you know, together with our partners in 

the University of Bern and EUresearch, the Agency which manages 

Switzerland's participation in the EU research programmes, we have chosen 

the topic of research and innovation as the theme for tonight’s event.   

 

Every year, we celebrate the ninth of May as the anniversary of the 

Declaration made in 1950 by Robert Schuman, one of the founding fathers of 

the European project, in which he set out his vision for a continent which 

would turn its back for ever on the scourge of war.  In his Declaration, 

Schuman made the explicit link between a new, transnational organisation of 

industrial production, and Europe’s future peace and prosperity.   

 

Underpinning all of this was the idea of innovation, of change.  This was a 

completely new way of thinking about the governance of Europe.  But 

Schuman’s vision was also of a dynamic future – as he put it, of a ‘living 

Europe’. 

 

In a way, the venue where we are meeting this evening is an example of this 

dynamic, changing vision.  When Schuman made his Declaration, the vonRoll 

building was an industrial factory, at a time when the primary industries of coal 

and steel represented the commanding heights of a nation’s economy.  Now, 

the building is devoted to intellectual endeavour – reflecting again the change 

in the European continent from the mid 20th century’s heavy industrial to the 

21st century’s knowledge-based economy.  And the key to making such an 

economy work is to have an endless provision of ideas and new ways of 
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thinking.  The University of Berne, an excellent centre for research and 

innovation, is making a major contribution to this process. 

 

Our theme for this evening also links straight into the fundamental moral 

values which both Switzerland and the European Union share.  Successful 

research and innovation are impossible without rational, open debate, in 

which participants respect and trust each other, and where arguments are 

won on their intellectual merits, rather than by brute force.  Successful 

research and innovation are equally impossible without an active, constant 

search for improvement, and a willingness to embrace change.  And they also 

depend on cooperation – where practitioners know that sharing ideas and 

experiences will lead to wider prosperity and enrichment, whereas working 

behind artificial barriers and having a possessive, exclusive approach to 

knowledge is a recipe for universal impoverishment. 

 

The challenges facing our continent today are very different from those of 

1950, but they are just as complex – the financial and economic crisis; an 

increasingly competitive global system; demographic change; climate change 

– to name just a few.  These challenges require a response which is both 

active intellectually, but also collaborative.  Just as the construction which 

Schuman and the other founding fathers helped to build crossed borders in 

such a way that war between its member states became an impossibility, so 

we must now also cross borders – mentally and physically – to stimulate the 

scientific research and technological innovation which we need to respond to 

this century’s problems, and ensure Europe’s prosperity and growth. 

 

The European Union has for decades recognised the centrality of research 

and innovation to the dynamism and health of Europe’s economy.  And, for 

the reasons I have given, it is no surprise that Switzerland has actively 

participated from the beginning in joint European science programs (for 

example, CERN), and has been interested in participating in and contributing 

to the European Union’s Research Framework Programme – promoting 

research in areas as diverse as health, energy, environment technology, 

information and communication technologies, and nanotechnology.  The 
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participation of the world of Swiss research –  whether by universities such as 

the University of Bern, by the Federal Institutes of Technology, by private 

companies, or by private individuals -  in the EU’s present Seventh 

Framework Programme brings benefits to both the EU and to Switzerland – 

and brings benefits which are particularly interesting for the private sector.  All 

of this from participation in what is in effect a single market for knowledge, 

research and innovation in the European Research Area, underpinned by a 

single area for the free movement of persons, allowing practitioners to move 

freely across European borders. 

 

And, if anything, research and innovation will become even more central to 

the European Union’s agenda to stimulate jobs and growth as we look to the 

future.  It is no coincidence that the word ‘horizon’ features in both the title of 

tonight’s event, and also in the headline for the new EU research and 

innovation programme – ‘Horizon 2020’.  'Horizon 2020' is one of the flagship 

initiatives in the overall Europe 2020 strategy, whose aim is to secure 

Europe’s wider global competitiveness. 

 

Between 2014 and 2020, Horizon 2020 will bring all EU research and 

innovation funding together under a single programme with three key 

objectives:  Excellent Science; Competitive Industries; Better Society: 

 

-  Excellent Science, is about strengthening the EU’s position as world leader 

in science and attracting the best talent to work together across Europe; 

 

-  Competitive Industries, is about strengthening industrial leadership in 

innovation, to get Europe back on the path to growth and job creation; 

 

-  Better Society, is about innovating to tackle challenges which are shared by 

all European citizens, and falls under six broad headings:  health and 

demographic change; food security and sustainable agriculture and fisheries; 

secure, clean and efficient energy; green, integrated transport; climate action; 

and inclusive, innovative and secure societies. 
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The European Commission envisages that €80 billion will be devoted to 

supporting the 'Horizon 2020' programme.  This is an increase of more than 

50% in comparison with the €50 billion budget for the present 7th Framework 

Programme, an increase which underlines once again the importance the EU 

gives to research and innovation. 

 

'Horizon 2020' is designed to help bridge the gap between research and the 

market by helping innovative enterprises develop their scientific and 

technological breakthroughs into viable products with real commercial 

potential.  Funding will be easier to access, thanks to simpler, streamlined 

programmes, a single set of rules, and less red tape.  And the emphasis on 

international, cross-border cooperation will be developed and promoted, to 

strengthen Europe’s excellence and attractiveness in research and to tackle 

global challenges jointly. Switzerland will of course be invited to again 

associate to this endeavour – to come back to the title for tonight's event, to 

travel together 'to new horizons and beyond’. 

 

I pass the floor now to State Secretary for Training and Research, Mauro 

Dell’Ambrogio, so that we can hear the Swiss perspective on cooperation with 

the European Union in research and innovation. 


