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ENGAGING IN SOMALIA  IN THIS NOTE: 

These last six months have brought 
important changes for Somalia, and this in 
many ways. In the last six months, the 
country has come to a turning point where 
Somalia has now a realistic chance to leave 
the state of transition and to build a new and 
better future for its citizens.  
As the Amisom troups, with the support of 
various African forces, have managed to 
push out Somalia’s main Islamist insurgency 
group, the Al-Shabaab, from the capital 
Mogadishu and other key towns in South 
Central Somalia, there is now a window of 
opportunity for our Somali partners. 
However, the situation on the ground 
remains complex and the security situation is 
still unpredictable. This has consequences for 
access that remains a challenge. 

The 10th EDF on track  
While the Somalia Unit is actively working on 
the EU's political engagement in Somalia 
through its diplomatic relations with the 
Somali partners, the 10

th
 EDF projects are 

supporting these efforts. 
 
In the last six months, the Somalia Unit has 
been working on the identification and 
formulation of the new funds allocated in the 
framework of the mid-term review of the 10

th
 

EDF. This new funding, decided in August 
2011, will contribute to the strengthening of 
the institutions and will invest in better 
infrastructure, food security and education. 

As Commissioner Piebalgs stated: "We trust 
that our long lasting commitment will help 
Somalia move toward inclusive and 
sustainable economic development and 
stability. Its suffering people deserve no less." 

The identification fiches have been drafted 
and discussed in the "Quality Support Group" 
and now we are in the formulating process of 
6 action fiches to be approved under the 
Annual Action Programme 2012: 
1. Support to Governance and Security 

Sectors (39M€) 
2. Economic Development Programme for 

Growth and Resilience - Phase III (42M€) 
3. MDG initiative for Somalia (25M€) 
4. Education Sector Development 

Programme - Phase III (30M€) 
5. Support to Democratisation (14M€) 
6. Technical and operational support to 

Development assistance to Somalia, 
Phase II (8M€) 

 

Regarding Infrastructure, and in particular 
support to Energy and Roads, the 
formulation will be carried out before the end 
of the year and the project is to be approved 
under the 2013 Annual Action Programme. 

With all these actions under way, we will 
soon be able to launch the programmes and 
projects that will achieve the 10

th
 EDF's 

goals.   

 

The 10th EDF achieving its goals 
With an additional budget of 200 million EUR, the 
mid-term review has boosted the 10th EDF for 
Somalia that amounts now to 412 million EUR. In 
the last 6 months, the Somalia Unit has been 
working on the identification and formulation of 

these  funds .                                         Pages 2-5 

 

 

The EU in action 
The EU Somalia Unit has carried out in the last six 
months an intensive dialogue with the Somali 
authorities, mainly in the sectors of concentration of 
EU support. With the support of the field officers, the 
EU Somalia Unit has conducted more than 60 

missions  to Somalia.          Page 6 
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I. GOVERANCE AND 
SECURITY  

1. Somalia: Preparing for 
Constituent Assembly to 
adopt the New Federal 
Constitution 

With a total commitment of almost 6 million 
EUR, the EU is the main donor of the 
constitution project in Somalia. This 
constitution-making process for Somalia 
remains the main foundation of its long-term 
democratic transformation, peace-building 
and national reconciliation. The EU funded 
project has primarily provided training and 
legal/technical expertise to the Independent 
Federal Constitutional Commission (IFCC), 
supported broad consultations and invested 
heavily in civic education and awareness-
raising.  

Recently, following the adoption of the 
“Roadmap on Ending the Transition” in 
September 2011, a Committee of Experts 
(CoE) was appointed by the TFG to assist the 
IFCC in finalizing the text from the 
Consultative Draft Constitution (CDC) to a 
final draft for adoption. With EU support, 
IFCC and CoE have since incorporated 
feedback gathered in public consultations 
and have facilitated high-level dialogue 
between the signatories of the Roadmap 
(Garowe Conferences, Galkayo Meeting). In 
May, some controversy emerged over the 
role of a technical committee tasked to 
harmonize and consolidate the roadmap 
signatories’ feedback. Some roadmap 
signatories would like the technical 
committee to work the submissions directly 
into the constitutional text and have it 
forwarded directly to the Constituent 
Assembly, by-passing IFCC and CoE. 
Consensus on this issue will have to be built 
quickly.  

The EU recently committed additional  
900,000 EUR for the finalization of the 
Constitution for adoption as stipulated under 
the Roadmap. Apart from final consultations, 
technical assistance and direct support to the 
CoE, the IFCC and the Ministry for 
Constitutional Affairs, this will fund the 
printing and dissemination of the 
Constitution and a meeting of 135 traditional 
leaders who will select the 835 members of 
the Constituent Assembly (and the Members 
of the new Federal Parliament). The 
Constituent Assembly is scheduled to 
convene mid-July in Mogadishu to adopt the 

new Federal Constitution for Somalia, 
concluding more than five years of steady 
support by the EU and other donors.  

2. Democratization and 
electoral processes 

Somaliland: New Political 
Associations and Local Council 
Elections 

Somaliland has successfully held local council 
(2002), presidential (2003 and 2010) and 
parliamentary (2005) elections, all of which 
were certified as reasonably free and fair by 
international observers. The EU has 
supported this democratization process from 
the start and became the key donor for the 
elections and the voter registration from 
2005 onwards.  

Local council elections, overdue since 
December 2007, had been scheduled for 
2011. But following extensive consultations, 
the Somaliland Government decided in 
September 2011 to further broaden 
democracy by opening the political system 
for new political associations to compete 
with the existing three parties. (To comply 
with the constitution, the 3 most successful 
parties of the local council elections will be 
licensed to contest presidential, 
parliamentary and local elections over the 
next 10 years.) The elections are now 
expected for November 2012. 

Puntland: Revised State 
Constitution adopted  

On April 18, a Constituent Assembly of 480 
delegates in Garowe adopted the revised 
Puntland State Constitution. (Financial, 
logistical and security considerations did not 
allow for a general referendum.) The EU and 
other donors have supported the revision 
process through their partner Interpeace 
since 2008. The revised constitution clears 
the way for the inception of a 
democratization process under the auspices 
of the Transitional Puntland Electoral 
Commission (TPEC) established in mid-2011. 
Political associations will have to be formed 
and local elections are to be held in March 
2013 while parliamentary elections should be 
organized for November 2013. The EU will 
continue to support these processes.  

The revised constitution controversially 
extended President Farole’s term in office by 
one year. However, this had the positive 
effect that Puntland’s next President will now 
be elected by a popularly elected Parliament 
in January 2014.  

 

 

Elders and conflict resolution 
Elders Dialogue  for peace on conflict resolution.  

 

Democratisation for all Somalis 
The EU supported the issuing of  voter cards and  ID 
cards in Somaliland, through the Interpeace 
Democratisation Programme. 

 

Constitution consultations 
The EU supports public consultation on the Somali draft 
Constitution. The last meeting organized by 
SOSCENSA, the civil society platform of South-Central 
Somalia, took place on 10-12 March 2012. 
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Workshops for  democratisation  
Through the "Pillars of Peace" programme, citizens 
participate in a stakeholders workshop in 
Somaliland (Hargeisa).   

 

 

Supporting the Somali Police  
The EU, together with Japan, is the main donor to 
the Somali Police Force. The provision of security 
and civilian protection by a disciplined police force is 
a crucial complement to the joint AMISOM and 
Somali National Forces (SNF) operations, especially 
in Mogadishu. 

 

 

Celebrating Women's Rights Day 
The EU Representative to Somalia, Georges-Marc 
André, gave a press conference in Somaliland  on 
women rights day (8th of March) in the  presence 
of women playing a leading role in the Somali 
civil society. 

 

 

 

3. Local governance 

The EU has supported the “Joint Programme 
on Local Governance and Service Delivery” 
(JPLG) from its inception in 2008. This "One 
UN"-programme is implemented by a 
consortium of UNDP, UN-Habitat, ILO, 
UNICEF and the UN Capital Development 
Fund (UNCDF), coordinated by a joint project 
unit. Despite the risks of agency rivalry and 
the potential blurring of oversight in such 
joint programmes, the JPLG results have 
been impressive. The programme has 
gradually developed into a true 'donor 
darling' in the Somali context, particularly 
because of its transparent dialogue 
arrangements with donors and partner 
institutions and its elaborate monitoring and 
reporting practices. JPLG responds to the 
political imperative of supporting local 
administrations as a bottom-up complement 
to other top-down (UN) institutional 
development projects. It has also contributed 
to the debate on principles of engagement 
with local emerging authorities and the 
‘incentivisation’ for ‘areas of stability’.  

In May 2012, the EU signed a contract with 
the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) to support 
its Community-Driven Recovery and 
Development Project (CDRD). As reflected in 
a joint harmonization note between the two 
projects, CDRD complements JPLG in the 
less established districts, partly aiming to 
prepare these for more formal engagement 
and support through JPLG.  

4. Support to the Police 

The EU, together with Japan, is the only 
donor supporting the payment of stipends 
for the Somali Police Force (SPF) officers. 
The provision of security and civilian 
protection by a disciplined police force is a 
crucial complement to the joint AMISOM and 
Somali National Forces (SNF) operations, 
especially in the precarious environment of 
Mogadishu. The Somali Police Force has 
played a key role in safeguarding growing 
parts of Mogadishu after its gradual takeover 
by AMISOM and SNF after July 2011.  

The EU is supporting Police Reform and 
Police Development in South-Central, 
Puntland and Somaliland through the "Rule 
of Law and Security" Programme (ROLS) of 
UNDP, currently to the tune of 15.5 million 
EUR for 2009-2012. This includes an 
earmarked 3.5 million EUR component for 
the payment of stipends to currently 5,300 
eligible officers of the Somali Police Force 
(SPF) in Mogadishu. A new allocation of 5 
million EUR will soon be added to cover 
funding needs for 2012.  

Moreover, the establishment of a biometric 
registration system for the SPF through an 
established mechanism of the UN Mine 
Action Service is under way. 

5. Civil society 

The EU is committed to strengthening civil 
society. In 2011, the EU, together with DfID, 
prepared a Joint Civil Society Strategy for 
Somalia and launched a gender and fragility 
survey. Through projects with Interpeace, 
Saferworld and Cospe, the EU is supporting 
civil society organizations to play a 
meaningful role in the peace building process 
and in the democratic construction of the 
country through the "End of the Transition" 
process. 
 

6. Human rights 

In response to the EEAS instructions 
requesting all the EU Delegations to adopt a 
Human Rights Strategy, the Somalia Unit 
started consultations with EU MS, 
implementing partners (including UN 
agencies), and HR Defenders in order to 
understand the top priorities to focus on. The 
strategy was adopted by EU Heads of 
Missions (HoM) on September 7 and should 
soon be submitted to the EU Africa Working 
Group in Brussels. Meanwhile, the EU 
Delegation has set up a EU MS Working 
Group on HR which is chaired by Denmark.  
 
Regarding the media, an analysis of the 
Somali media, paper, radio and internet was 
completed and has contributed to the design 
of a strategy for this sector. An 
implementation plan should soon be drafted. 
 
The EU has also supported the adoption of 
the National Human Rights Commission Act 
through the UNDP-run ROLS. This EU 
funded programme has also supported a 
peace process in the Sool, Sanaag and Cayn 
region (on the border between Somaliland 
and Puntland) where there were violent 
clashes over secessionist aspirations.  
 

7. Gender 

The EU has launched a new call for proposals 
with a budget of 2,075 million EUR to be 
granted to projects supporting gender equity 
and women economic empowerment. 
Through the advocacy work done by EU 
supported non-state actors, the current draft 
Constitution foresees a quota system of 30% 
representation of women in Parliament. 
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II. ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT  

 

1. Food security 
 

Agricultural programmes 
  
Two very complementary agricultural 
programmes were signed in December 2011 
and started implementation at the beginning 
of this year. They are both in the South 
where the potential for agriculture is the 
highest. Both are implemented by FAO and 
amount to 6,6 million EUR.  
The first one aims at improving the 
agricultural productivity of the farmers and 
at helping the farmers and farmer's 
organizations to secure and increase their 
production. The project will support 
infrastructure rehabilitation (mainly 
irrigation channels), improve post-harvest 
storage, provide high-yielding seeds, 
fertilizers and tractor hours to beneficiary 
farmers together with trainings on good 
agricultural practices.   

The second project supports the agricultural 
market and will increase the knowledge and 
capacity of Somali commercial farmers. This 
project intends to generate marketing 
information and to help farmers to sign pre-
harvest contracts with traders. 

Both projects, on the track of the Food 
Facility, are highly challenged by the difficult 
war environment in South Somalia.  In this 
area, expatriate access is impossible. For this 
reason, FAO put in place a specific remote 
monitoring system in order to guarantee the 
adequate use of funds. 

These projects build on the long experiences 
that the EU has acquired in working in the 
South of Somalia and the recent EU Food 
Facility activities demonstrated indeed in 
2009 and 2010 that it is possible to work in 
conflict areas and still achieve good results. 

Cash projects 
 
EU Somalia and the Swedish government 
funded a Safety Nets Project in Somaliland 
and Puntland (3.2 million EUR). The 
implementing partners are Adeso and Save 
the Children. Adeso works in Sanaag, on the 
disputed border of semi-autonomous 
Puntland and self-declared independent 
Somaliland, while Save the Children operates 
in neighbouring Karkaar. 
The project has been recently reviewed by 
journalists working for the Guardian (UK). 

The articled used the passionate words of 
Degan Ali, executive director of African 
Development Solutions (Adeso), to describe 
how cash transfers can give vulnerable 
people some control over their futures as 
they struggle with the continuing crisis 
hitting Somalia: "It's about letting people 
make decisions for themselves … If we talk 
about empowerment; we really have to 
practise what we preach. And that means we 
let go of control … We can't patronise the 
communities and the beneficiaries," says Ali.  
Selected households are given 85 dollars a 
month, while farmers and others are taught 
new skills such as beekeeping, poultry-
raising, literacy or entrepreneurial 
development through partnerships with the 
private sector. Payments are made through 
local agents, who get the money themselves 
through hawala – the Somali money transfer 
system. Twenty per cent of beneficiaries 
have started new income-generating 
activities, such as tea shops or small 
businesses. Households are not so reliant on 
external support such as remittances. 

The 30-month EU project is due to end in 
November. The success of the project in 
limiting vulnerability has been registered by 
external UN agencies. 

EU and Sweden are seeking new donors to 
continue and expand the programme 
although Somalia is different from other 
countries where the debate around social 
protection has been about embedding 
national ownership, about seeing safety nets 
as part of a developing social contract 
between the state and its citizens, and 
wanting the states to take ownership of 
these processes. In Somaliland and Puntland 
there is an opportunity for creative thinking 
about how you could build some degree of 
involvement of local governance from the 
bottom up that would start to develop a 
degree of government engagement. 

2. Livestock 

As part of the EU support to the livestock 
sector, a 36 month value chain development 
project is implemented in Somaliland and 
Puntland targeting pastoralists' diary sub-
sector.  

This project is implemented by Vétérinaires 
Sans Frontières- Germany and amounts to 2 
million EUR. It aims to enhance the capacity 
of public and private sector institutions for 
regulation, quality assurance, marketing and 
processing of dairy products.  

 

 

 

 

Supporting Somali farmers  
While the EU continues to support the rehabilitation of  
irigation canals, the  EU  has launched two agricultural 
projects focusing on the productivity of the farmers 
and the efficiency of the markets.  

 

Developing the meat industry 
The Devco and EEAS deskofficers, Ingeborg Thijn 
and Marina Rafti, have accompanied the Somalia 
Unit for a field visit to Somalia. They have visited 
several EU funded development projects and the 
Ministry of Livestock. The EU works closely with this 
Ministry to develop a policy for the dairy sector. 

 

Securing water supply 
In March 2012, the EU has launched a grant of 25 
million euros that will help Puntland and Somaliland 
to address the deficiencies in urban and rural water 
supply, and health infrastructure. Each project will 
include a 'soft' component to address local 
governance, accountability, structuring of service 
delivery mechanisms including possible Public-
Private Partnerships (PPP) that would optimise 
sustainable financial and operational management.   

 

http://adesoafrica.org/
http://adesoafrica.org/
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The project assessed and rehabilitated milk 
collection centres in 8 villages, conducted 
training on milk quality and on promotion of 
hygiene, and supplied 3,465 cans for storing 
and transporting milk to the markets.   

In addition, the project has supported the 
administrations of both regions to develop 
policies for the dairy sector. These are 
currently being discussed in parliaments of 
the two regions, in order to be passed into 
law. 8,690 households in Bari, Sanaag, Sool, 
and Nugal regions, are benefiting from the 
support provided by this action, with the 
primary target for the project activities being 
women. 

3. Water and infrastructure 

Road infrastructure 

In order to boost trade and economic 
development in the Horn of Africa, the EU 
has decided to finance a feasibility study and 
a detailed design with a view on 
rehabilitating the Berbera Corridor, one of 
the key trade routes in the region. With the 
cooperation of IGAD, the EU is ready to 
invest in this project that c ould open up the 
Horn region and enhance regional trade. 

Water infrastructure 

The EU is also supporting to rural and urban 
water supply with the launch of 3 projects in 
Somaliland and Puntland:  

In Somaliland, work is ongoing on two water 
supply systems in Awdal district in North-
Western Somalia with significant water 
reserves discovered in the drought-prone 
border town of Lawyacaddo near Djibouti.  

In Toghdeer and in the Sool regions of 
northern Somalia, work has commenced on 
the construction of rooftop rainwater 
harvesting schemes for 5 schools, 16 shallow 
wells and 3 mini-water systems, as well as 
conducting hygiene awareness campaigns in 
18 villages throughout the districts. Planning 
for the construction of over two hundred 
latrines and two deep boreholes is ongoing.  

In Puntland, our partners have carried out a 
baseline survey and identified sixteen villages 
and towns for rehabilitation and upgrade of 
water supply systems, as well as conducting 
hygiene education.  

The EU is strongly supportive of efforts to 
leverage financing from other sources and 
build on previous successes in public-private 
management of water systems in order to 
ensure long-term sustainability.  

III. Education 

In Somalia Educational provision, 
participation and completion are among the 
lowest in the world. However, considerable 
quality improvement has been observed as a 
result of EU support to standardized curricula 
in primary education and enhanced 
capacities of counterpart Ministries of 
Education.  

Capacity building: 

The EU has indeed designed and supported 
an innovative programme to increase 
capacity at the country’s education 
ministries. Central to the strategy is bringing 
professional Somalis living abroad back to 
their home country to work alongside senior 
education ministry staff, passing along their 
expertise.  

The Integrated Capacity Development 
Programme for Somali Education 
Administrations (ICDSEA) programme 
implemented by UNICEF and worth 5 million 
EUR focuses on building planning capacities 
and policy, human resources, financial 
management, quality assurance, and gender 
equality within the ministries of education of 
the different regions. The programme has 
established a scholarship fund which has 
given over 450 deprived girls an opportunity 
to attend school in its first year of inception. 

From education to employment: 
 

An EU-funded project to strengthen the 
delivery of Non-Formal Education (NFE) and 
vocational skills ended in December 2012. 
The three-year project implemented by 
Caritas in Somaliland aimed at facilitating 
the teaching of literacy and numeracy for  
disadvantaged and poverty stricken groups, 
with a special focus on women. According to 
an independent evaluation, 8,749 students 
were enrolled and had a completion rate of 
80.92% and a pass rate of 90.5%.  

An additional 1,098 students were enrolled 
by the NSAs. Of all of the graduates, 494 
best performing students were supported to 
access technical and vocational training. Of 
all these, 84 students received assistance to 
start their own small businesses in tailoring, 
cookery and as beauticians.  

The owners of the newly set up businesses 
that were visited reported that their 
businesses were picking up clients fast and 
they believed that the future was promising. 

 

 

 

EU support to vocational training 
An EU-funded project to strengthen the delivery of Non-
Formal Education (NFE) and vocational skills ended in 
December 2012. Of the 494 graduates, 84 students 
received assistance to start their own small businesses in 
tailoring, cookery and as beauticians. They all reported 
that their businesses were picking up clients fast. 

 

Bringing in Somalis of the diaspora  

In Somaliland, the Ministry of Education has brought 
in skilled Somali women of the diaspora to  enhance 
the capacities of the Ministry, with a special focus on 
the girls enrolment rate: Ayaan Gulaid (right) is  
Technical Advisor for Gender.  Nimo Abdilahi (left) is 
the Project Coordinator for the EU funded 
Strengthening Access & Participation in Secondary 

Education (SAPIS) Project. 

 

Giving a future to refugee youth 
The EEAS and Devco deskofficers, Marina Rafti and 
Ingeborg Thijn, have accompanied the Somalia Unit for 
a field visit in Somalia. They have visited several EU 
funded development projects and the Ministry of 
Livestock.  
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In March 2012, the EU Somalia Unit has 
launched the second Education Sector 
Development Programme (ESDP II) worth 
24,5 million EUR. The overall objective is to 
contribute to a sustainable, cohesive 
education system offering relevant 
servicesto the majority of the relevant age 
groups.  

 
The objective of the programme is to 
strengthen the capacity of the partner 
administrations and institutions, to enhance 
an equitable access to relevant formal and 
non-formal education and training, and to 
improve the pedagogical skills of primary and 
secondary education teachers and TVET 
trainers improved and teachers. 

Education for Somali refugees in 
the Dadaab camps (Kenya) 
 
For the first time, an integrated education 
programme should start in 2012 in the 
refugee camps of Dadaab (Kenya’s Northern 
Eastern province) to give access to education 
to refugee children and youth. The project 
was suggested by ECHO and brought into 
the "ESDP II" programme in response to the 
dramatic lack of education opportunities in 
the camps and the raise in the crime rate.  

Dadaab was established 21 years ago and is 
the biggest refugee complex in the world 
with more than 317,976 refugees of whom 
179,578 are children below the age of 18 and 
83,632 are youths between 15 and 24 years of 
age. There are altogether a total of 6 
community schools in the camp with 2,692 
students in total, (430 are females).  About 
86% of the teachers are Somali refugee 
teachers and out of the 57 teachers only 10 
are trained. The majority of the teachers 
don't even have secondary education 
degrees. The teacher to student ratio is 1 
teacher to 98 students. According to Kenya 
Government policy teacher/student ration, it 
should be 1 teacher to 45 students. 
 

 

Education opportunities are limited in the 
Dadaab camps. 

IV. Non Focal sectors 

Health 

According to WHO, about 1in 3 individuals 
are in need of mental health support in 
Somalia. Mentally challenged people are 
stigmatized, isolated and prevented from 
having access to basic human rights and 
services. In Somalia, there is no legislation or 
strategic plan related to this issue, so very 
few mental health facilities are functioning.  
Lack of qualified human resources and poor 
quality of the services provided are another 
key factor for the underdevelopment of the 
mental health sector. 

Since February 2011, an EU-funded project 
has provided much needed support to the 
mental health department within the 
national hospital of Somaliland, in its capital 
Hargeisa. Through the Italian NGO GRT and 
its partner GAVO, the intervention has 
changed the face of the ward and its 
practices, including the prevalent practice of 
chaining and detention of the mentally ill.  

The over-focus on ‘institutionalisation’ has 
been replaced with service delivery on an 
outpatient basis, thus enabling the majority 
of patients to return to live in society. A 
complementary vocational training 
programme is also in place for recovering 
patients. In parallel, a national mental health 
policy group has been established to advance 
the formulation of a "National Mental Health 
policy" for Somaliland.  

EU Flights 

The EU flights are supporting the Somalia 
Unit in implementing the EU-Somalia 
development programmes. They provide 
domestic and international flight services for 
staff and cargo associated with European 
Commission and the EU Members States, 
development and humanitarian aid projects. 
The EU Flights have also been supporting a 
growing number of missions tasked to 
Somalia for different services - including 
political missions and CSDP missions - such 
as EEAS, EUTM, EUSR, ATALANTA and EU 
CAP NESTOR. 

Over the passed 6 months, the EU flights 
have carried 6.062 passengers, transported 
116.482 kg of cargo, carried out 524 flights 
(out of which there were 91 extra or VIP 
flights) and flown 2 772 076 hours.  The 
current EU flight contract represents an 
investment of 16 million EUR for a period of 
30 months. The EU Flights operate free of 
charge for their users. 

 

 

 

CSDP mission to Mogadishu 
In February,  senior representatives, operating under the 
EU Common Security and Defence Policy, have paid a 
joint visit to the Somali authorities in Mogadishu. 

 

 

EU High level mission to Somalia 
The European Union Special Representative for the 
Horn of Africa, Alexander Rondos, reminded the 
media the EU is the largest donor to Somalia with 
more than one billion Euros (2008-2013). He 
cautioned that the EU will not simply sit and wait, and 
that there are clear expectations regarding the 
implementation of the Roadmap towards the ending 
of the transition. The EU calls on all Somalis to build a 
new Somalia by putting in place a new Constitution 
and a stable political structure through an inclusive 
process representative of all Somali communities. 

  

 

The growing success of EU Flights   
The EU Flights provide services for staff and cargo 
associated with European Commission and the EU 
Members States, for development and humanitarian aid 
projects. But they have also been supporting more and 
more  political and CSDP missions.  
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The EU in the field 

1. The EU missions 

During the last 6 months, the EU Somalia 
Unit has conducted more than 60 missions to 
Somalia. In total, we've organized 24 
missions to Puntland, 28 missions to 
Somaliland, and a number of political 
missions to Mogadishu.  

The "EU Flights Project" is instrumental for 
organizing these missions and has 
accomplished 524 flights (covering mainly 
Mogadishu, Hargeisa and Garowe) and 
carried more than 6.000 passengers.  

Amongst those missions, we've organized 
several HQ visits such as the joint visit of A. 
Rondos, N. Westcott and A. Miozzo, the visit 
of the deskofficers Ingeborg Thijn (Devco) 
and Marina Raft (EEAS) as well as  
preparatory missions for EU CAP NESTOR. 
This in addition to our regular programming 
and monitoring missions such as: 

The MDG work shop mission 

In June 2011, the EU launched a Global 
initiative for the MDG's in view of supporting 
countries that were lagging behind the 
achievement of these goals. Under this 
initiative a concept note was prepared by the 
Somalia Unit in close collaboration with 
Puntland authorities aiming at addressing 
MDG 1- Food security through the 
management of rangeland by pastoralist in 
Puntland. This 25M€ proposal was accepted 
in December 2011 by Headquarters. The 
Somalia Unit organised in February 2012 a 
workshop in Garowe with the objective of 
collecting the voices and the opinions of the 
government and other partners regarding 
the proposed programme in particular at the 
light of previous experience in the field. This 
consultation was part of the formulation 
process and aimed at feeding the Action 
Fiche in preparation. 

Puntland Constitution  mission:  
The DSC (Democratization Steering 
Committee) attended the ceremony on the 
official launch of Puntland Constitution in 
Garowe in February 2012. DSC was 
represented by the EU (co-chair) and 
Sweden.  Most of the interventions from the 
International Community referred to this 
event as an historic moment and 
commended the commitment of PL to the 
Federal Constitution of Somalia. The EU 
talked on behalf of the DSC donor group and 
commended the efforts and the 

commitment of PL authorities in advancing a 
peaceful constitution process. 

International Women's Day 
On the occasion of the "International 
Women's Day" (8

th
 of March), the Somalia 

Unit has conducted a mission to Somaliland 
to mark the importance of the women's 
rights on this particular day. The EU 
Representative to Somalia, Georges-Marc 
André, gave a press conference in Somaliland 
on this topic in the presence of women 
playing a leading role in the Somali civil 
society. Jean-Louis Ville, the Head of Devco 
D1 Unit  "Governance, Democracy, Gender 
and Humand Rights" accompanied the team 
and was introduced by the EU 
Representative to the President of 
Somaliland. 

2. The EU in the media   

Since the recruitment of the new Somalia 
Unit press officer in January, some of the EU 
missions to Somalia have had some press 
coverage. We have brought journalists to 
Somaliland and Puntland on several 
occasions such as the Women's Rights Day 
on the 7

th
 of March and the Education 

mission mid-April. We have also brought 
them to Mogadishu for political meetings 
and CSDP missions, and to Bihanga (Uganda) 
for a visit to the EUTM operation, the military 
training of Somali soldiers.  
All this has given a good press coverage to 
the EU activities in Somalia. One of the 
results was a AFP video called: Europe fights 
education with schools:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9W3yh
6slVw&list=UU86dbj-
lbDks_hZ5gRKL49Q&index=30&feature=plp
p_video 
 

3. Europe Day   

On the 9
th

 of May, the European Union (EU) 
Delegation to the Republic of Kenya and the 
Somalia Unit have celebrated "Europe Day" 
at the International Centre of Insect 
Physiology (ICIPE) to highlight the EU's 
support for Research for Development in 
Kenya and Somalia. The EU and its Member 
States are steadfast supporters of Research 
for Development. Research and innovation 
are at the top of the agenda for growth and 
jobs in Europe, but they are also one of the 
aims of the EU's Development Aid outside of 
Europe under the overall objective of poverty 
eradication. During the "Europe Day" 
celebration, exhibits at ICIPE have 
showcased how the EU supports Research for 
Development through different sectors of its 
cooperation. 

 

 

 

Mission to Somaliland 
In March, Jean-Louis Ville, the Head of Devco D1 Unit  
"Governance, Democracy, Gender and Humand Rights" 
accompanied a political mission to Somaliland where he 
was introduced by Georges-Marc André, the EU 
Representative to Somalia, to the President of 
Somaliland. 

 

EU Education support in the press 
During the " EU Education mission" to Puntland and 
Somaliland last April, the Somalia Unit had invited  
several journalists to show how the EU is supporting 
schools in Somalia.  This gave a good media coverage 
for the EU. 

 

Europe Day 
In cooperation with the EU Delegation to Kenya, the 
Somalia Unit has organized "Europe Day" at the ICIPE 
premises to highlight the EU's support for "Research for 
Development". An exhibition has shown the EU's 
activities in Somalia. 

The EU Development Report was prepared by the 
Press and Information Officer in cooperation 
with the Somalia Unit. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9W3yh6slVw&list=UU86dbj-lbDks_hZ5gRKL49Q&index=30&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9W3yh6slVw&list=UU86dbj-lbDks_hZ5gRKL49Q&index=30&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9W3yh6slVw&list=UU86dbj-lbDks_hZ5gRKL49Q&index=30&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9W3yh6slVw&list=UU86dbj-lbDks_hZ5gRKL49Q&index=30&feature=plpp_video
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