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EU and its partners, united against gender based violence in Somalia 

Today, the European Union and its partners – IOM, Adeso, ADRA and VSF – have 

joined hands to mark the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 

Women. On this very important day for all women, and more particularly in Somalia, the 

EU and its partners would like to say: STOP! Stop the violence against women and let's 

give them the space to contribute to Somalia's state building efforts. Together with its 

partners, the EU supports women in Somalia to have an increased access to education 

and justice, to integrate Somalia's decision-making structures and to foster economic 

empowerment.  

Today, the EU and International Organization for Migration (IOM) are seizing this 

opportunity to launch a new project in Puntland to combat child trafficking and Gender-

based Violence (GBV) against girls. In coordination with key stakeholders in Puntland, 

this project will raise awareness on both issues, support capacity building for the 

authorities and provide direct assistance to child trafficking and Gender-based Violence 

survivors.  

This project is part of the EU's broader women's support in Somalia and in Puntland. In 

the latter, the EU is also working with other partners on gender equality: 

 Together with Adeso, the EU promotes gender equality and women's political 

participation in Somalia to foster the development of an inclusive, transparent and 

accountable society. The project, set up in close coordination with Puntland Ministry 

of Women, Family and Social Affairs, should reach 300 women councillors and 

women civil society organizations. 

 The EU also works on gender equality in Puntland with Vétérinaires sans 

Frontières (VSF) by focusing on improved women's human rights awareness and 

increased access to resources for women. This project foresees community 

awareness, skills training workshops, support to micro enterprises and advocacy for 

gender equality. 

 With the project STEP-WINS, the EU and ADRA Germany are mainstreaming gender 

equality in public policy by addressing social norms that hinder women’s participation 

in public life. The action provides vocational training and literacy programmes for 

women and stimulates business start-ups for women entrepreneurs. 
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