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151st session of the Council  

(Rome, 23-27 March 2015) 

 

Presidency draft statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

 

Item 3: Medium term Plan 2014-2017 (Reviewed) and Programme of Work and Budget 

2016-17 

 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

  

2 First we would like to express our appreciation for the outreach activities on this important topic 

which took place before this Council meeting. This enabled us to be better informed and 

adequately prepared for discussions on the Medium Term Plan 2014-17 (MTP) and the Director 

General's proposed Programme of Work and Budget 2016-17 (PWB) for the next biennium at 

this session of the Council, which would be the first time since the FAO Reform. 

 

3. We remain convinced that FAO’s work must build on its comparative advantage in areas within 

its agreed mandate, including on food, agriculture, fisheries and forestry, coupled with effective 

collaboration with other partners to add real value to its work. We recognise and appreciate the 

need for further consolidation of the transformational changes the organisation went through in 

recent years by maintaining flexibility to adjust the programmes and concur with the threats and 

challenges identified in the MTP. 

 

4. We take note of the adjustments in the Review of the MTP and welcome the abridged version of 

the document, which has a clearer structure. In particular, we welcome the efforts to give more 

emphasis to FAO’s real added value in the development of global public goods, norms, and 

standards, including capacity-building as reflected in the restructured Strategic Objective 6. FAO 

has a unique normative and standard-setting role as a knowledge organisation. In this regard we 

note the greater emphasis on nutrition as a direct follow-up to the ICN2 and in line with earlier 

recommendations by this Council. In this field also we strongly advocate a close collaboration 

with other partners.  

 

5. We welcome the enhanced format of the proposed PWB 2016-17. In particular we note the 

introduction of a description of areas proposed for higher priorities and those which should be 

de-emphasized. 
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6. At its last session, the Council requested that FAO play a greater role in assisting countries to 

contain the growing threat of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR). The importance of tackling 

AMR was also highlighted by the Programme and Finance Committees. This is reflected in 

Strategic Objective 4, paragraph 218, but it needs to be given greater prominence in the MTP as 

well as in the PWB. 

 

7. Regarding the areas of greater emphasis, we would like to express our satisfaction with FAO’s 

increased efforts to address nutrition, including nutrition-sensitive agriculture, as a cross-cutting 

theme. We also welcome the increased emphasis on climate change. Nutrition and climate 

change are critical issues on which concrete results are very much needed. We would nonetheless 

appreciate receiving more information on the intended concrete use of the substantial additional 

resources allocated to activities in these areas.  

 

8. As regards climate-smart agriculture, we take note of the fact that FAO is hosting the secretariat 

of the Global Alliance on Climate-Smart Agriculture. We would appreciate receiving information 

on the costs involved for FAO.  

 

9. We underline the importance of concrete cooperation between countries from the different 

regions. In this regard, we take note of the significant voluntary allocations for South-South 

cooperation, particularly by middle-income countries. In the light of this development, we would 

appreciate further explanations on FAO’s approach to providing services to middle-income 

countries and its cost implications for the Regular Programme. 

 

10. As regards social protection, we would like the additional resources to be utilized only in areas 

within FAO’s mandate. We recognize the important role of other organizations in this field 

within the UN system and request further information on concrete examples of FAO’s 

collaboration with them. In this connection we also need clarification regarding the concrete 

themes of FAO’s engagement in the field of migration. 

 

11. As concerns work on Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS), we 

acknowledge that heritage systems can be regionally or globally important. We have taken note 

of the explanations on GIAHS provided through Information Note 4. However, we would 

appreciate receiving further information, in particular on the planned governance of the initiative, 

the financial aspects and the envisaged collaboration between FAO and UNESCO, as was 

requested by the Committee on Agriculture (COAG), the Finance Committee and the Council. 

 

12. With regard to the additional resources for the Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP), which 

have been proposed in response to a recommendation made by the FAO Conference 26 years 

ago, we would like to receive further explanations. We would also encourage the Secretariat to 

consider reflecting in the PWB the intended use of TCP resources distributed across the strategic 

objectives.  
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13. We welcome the fact that FAO is playing its full part in the operation of the Resident 

Coordinator system, which we see as sign of increased collaboration and coordination at the 

country level to which we continue to attach the greatest importance. The joint programming 

was well noted by the latest MOPAN assessment. 

 

14. We underline the need to avoid a situation in which the intended de-emphasis of some areas 

leads to a reduction in the normative work of FAO. We take for granted that a de-emphasis in 

Tenure does not prevent the completion of outstanding tasks related to the Voluntary Guidelines 

for the Responsible Governance of Tenure (VGGT). We also expect FAO to provide information 

on and assistance with the application of the Principles for Responsible Investment in 

Agriculture and Food Systems (RAI). 

 

15. We wish to see more emphasis on the key area of gender and governance and would appreciate 

more details on how FAO intends to translate these crucial cross-cutting themes into reality. It is 

also important to link gender and governance to the new cross-cutting theme of nutrition. 

 

16. We reiterate the need to ensure that de-emphasis and also the continuing decentralization do not 

endanger the critical mass of substantive competence in crucial areas at headquarters. In this 

regard we would need further explanations.  

 

17. We wish to underline the importance for FAO of retaining and attracting competent staff at the 

different locations and seize this opportunity to thank the dedicated staff of FAO for their 

commitment. 

 

18. We remain concerned by the deteriorating overall financial health and increasing deficits of the 

FAO over the last decade, primarily due to long-term staff-related obligations. We have taken 

due note of earlier considerations in this regard, including relevant recommendations by the 

Finance Committee. Concerning the deficit resulting from the funding gap of the After-service 

Medical Coverage (ASMC), we can agree that an amount of US $ 14.1 million should again be 

provided by the Member States for the next biennium. 

 

19. We again want to emphasize that we remain committed to supporting the work of FAO and the 

implementation of the agreed programme of work. As the biggest provider of funding to FAO 

(i.e. core and voluntary contributions), we are ready to give our support in improving FAO's 

overall performance and efficiency. 

 

20. While we recognize the significant efforts made in the past to identify savings, we are convinced 

that savings and efficiencies could still be found. Due recognition should also be given to the 

previously agreed one-time character of certain costs for implementation of the IPA reform 

measures and the expected recurrent savings and efficiency gains. 
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21. Given the current global economic crisis and the severe financial difficulties of many Member 

States, we cannot support any budget increase. In this regard, we refer to examples set by other 

international organizations. We are convinced that there is room to protect FAO's programme of 

work without any increase and that any proposed increase has to be compensated for by a 

corresponding decrease in other areas. 

 

22. We are however ready to engage in the important discussion and dialogue with the aim of 

arriving at a common agreement on the next PWB 2016-17.  

 

 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson.  

 

 

_______________ 
 


