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151st session of the Council  

(Rome, 23-27 March 2015) 

 

Presidency draft statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

Item 6: Report of the 157th Session of the Finance Committee (9-13 March 2015) 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate country to the EU Turkey aligns itself with this statement. 

2. We welcome the report of the 157th session of the Finance Committee which again covered a 

broad range of important issues. The EU and its Member States note with satisfaction that, 

due to the timely payment of members' contributions, the liquidity of the organisation is good. 

However further attention should be drawn to the increasing unfunded liabilities, in particular 

for After-Service Medical Coverage. We support the Committee’s request to the Secretariat 

for further active participation and a leading role in the UN Common System’s search for a 

solution to this issue. We acknowledge the progress in containing the costs of the medical 

insurance plan and encourage the Secretariat to continue its efforts.  

3. We encourage FAO to continue its prudent investment approach and the solid governance 

arrangements which lead to positive performance of the investment portfolios during 2014, 

significantly exceeding their respective benchmarks. 

4. We also endorse the proposed Scale of Contributions for the biennium 2016-2017 and the 

respective resolution set out in document FC 157/5. 

5. We endorse the new FAO Cost Recovery Policy as presented in Annex 1 to the FC 157/10 

document and the transitional arrangements for its implementation from 1 January 2016. We 

agree that, due to complex changes in budgeting and accounting processes and to the 

refinement of flexibility criteria, implementation of the new policy requires careful 

preparation and monitoring. Therefore we welcome the fact that the Committee will monitor 

and guide the implementation of the policy, in particular in the area of flexibility.  

6. We note the significant progress made in the field of human resources management and 

encourage the Secretariat to continue its efforts. Likewise, we encourage the Secretariat to fill 

key positions in order to ensure FAO’s core competencies and delivery of the Programme of 

Work. Therefore we endorse the Committee’s request for more information on vacancies, 

broken down by department, and on progress in the field of human resources, including 

management’s efforts to motivate staff. 

7. Since the EU and its Member States were strongly supporting the ICN2 process and continue 

to be committed to advancing the agenda on nutrition, we look forward to receiving 

management’s comprehensive and detailed financial report on the ICN2. 

8. Finally we take the opportunity to thank the outgoing chair of the Committee, Mr. Médi 

Moungui, for his exceptional and long-standing commitment to FAO’s goals and work.  

 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 
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