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151st session of the Council  

(Rome, 23-27 March 2015) 

 

Presidency statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

Item 15 Follow-up to the Second International Conference on Nutrition  

(Rome, 19-21 November 2014) (ICN2) 

 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

 

The candidate country to the EU Turkey aligns itself with this statement. 

 

2. The EU and its member States welcome the FAO report on the follow-up to the Second 

International Conference on Nutrition, held in Rome in November 2014. 

 

 The document before us outlines a number of steps taken after ICN2, within and beyond FAO, 

towards the implementation of the Rome Declaration on Nutrition and of the Framework for 

Action. Having been the main supporters of last year's Conference, we wish to reassert our full 

commitment to its goals and recommended actions. 

 

3.  We acknowledge, in particular, the efforts made by FAO to promote and mainstream nutrition 

across its renewed Strategic Framework. We support the inclusion of nutrition as a cross-cutting 

theme in the proposed Programme of work and budget 2016-2017 and we are pleased with the 

prioritization of resources therein. We underline the need to reinforce FAO’s capacity to work on 

nutrition, both in the field and in the headquarters where the Organisation's strength and 

coherence lies. 

 

4.  The establishment by FAO of the "Action for Nutrition Trust Fund" was endorsed by the 

Council at its last session in December 2014. We would like to know more about the prospects 

of such Fund, particularly the actions FAO is undertaking to secure commitments from 

members. More generally, we would appreciate receiving more information on financial 

implications and sources of funding for the different measures outlined in the document. 

 

5.  The EU and its member States wish to commend FAO for establishing concrete linkages with 

other UN organisations with regard to nutrition. We firmly support FAO’s intention to work 

towards an enhanced coordination within the UN system; the High Level Task Force on Food 

Security, the UN Standing Committee on Nutrition and the Committee on World Food Security, 

as well as the Scaling Up Nutrition movement (SUN) could be instrumental in this regard. 

 

 

 



FAO-COORD 2015-004 FINAL  3 

6.   We also acknowledge concrete nutrition-related initiatives by FAO such as the support for the 

CFS Responsible Agricultural Investments recommendation on nutritional value of food, the 

development of dietary guidelines with WHO, the direct involvement in promoting school 

nutrition strategies and the good use of the opportunity offered by Expo Milan 2015 to amplify 

and disseminate the ICN2 messages to a broader public. In this regard, we would also like to 

express our general appreciation for the effective role of FAO in leading the UN/Expo Team as 

mandated by the UN Secretary General. 

 

7.  With regard to information on nutrition for consumers, we would like to point out that - in order 

to be consistent with the Rome Declaration - FAO should work, also in collaboration with 

research bodies, on improving easy-to-understand nutrition information for consumers rather 

than on nutrition labelling, as it is proposed in the FAO report. 

 

8.  Future prospects in nutrition at the global level are of high importance to us. The FAO report 

makes reference to the actions jointly undertaken by FAO and WHO towards the endorsement of 

the ICN2 outcome documents by the UN General Assembly, a more prominent role of nutrition 

in the Post 2015 Development Agenda and enhanced collaboration among the Rome-based 

Agencies in establishing an effective monitoring mechanism on nutrition, also through the 

Global Nutrition Report. We would also appreciate information on joint FAO/WHO activities 

agreed upon at the latest WHO Executive Board, such as: creating a repository of examples of 

country nutrition plans, developing a UN global nutrition agenda, inviting member States to 

register their commitments related to the FFA, preparing a biennial report to the World Health 

Assembly on ICN2 follow-up. 

 

9.  As stated during ICN2, the EU and its member States are concerned about the substantive 

contents of the proposed Decade of Action on Nutrition. We would appreciate to hear about the 

case that has been presented to UNGA, concrete actions that will be undertaken and expected 

outcomes. 

 

10. Finally, we believe that the global nutrition governance architecture should be streamlined and 

clarified, in order to ensure maximum impact to our common fight against all forms of 

malnutrition.  We encourage FAO to work closely with all relevant UN organisations, including 

the other Rome-Based Agencies, in enhancing the effectiveness of coordination and cooperation, 

as well as the synergies with major nutrition initiatives, and in fostering an inclusive approach to 

ICN2 implementation. 

 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________ 
 


